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Ji't,v 23, l^r-tCK—Gadvcd, Hint one Innidvcd thoiisimd cojiitis cxtm, each, of tho l^liijoiity 
nnd Minority lleports of the Kiuisas InvoHtigating Coinniittoc (without tho journul luu' 
ovidcnce) bo prmtod for tho imo of tho meiiibois of the Houso. 

Mr. Howard, from tlie Select Committee, made tho following 

REPORT. 

[Mr. MoRDECAi Oliver submitted the views of the minority, herewith 

printed.] 

The Special Committee appointed to investigate the trovhles in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, having performed the duties required by the House^ 
beg leave to submit the following report: 

A journal of proceedings, including sundry communications made 
to and by the committee, was kept ; a copy of which is herewith 
iiubmittcd. 

A copy of the testimony has been made and arranged ; not accord- 
ing to the order in which it was taken, but so as to present as clearly 
as possible a consecutive history of events in the Territory from its 
organization to the 19th day of March, A. D. 1856. 

This copy and the original, with copies of the census rolls and the 
poll-books of all the elections, are herewith submitted. 

Your committee deem, it their duty to state, as briefly a? possible, 
the principal facts proven before them. When the act to organize the 
Territory of Kansas was passed on the 30th of May, 1854, the greater 
portion of its eastern border was included in Indian reservations not 
open for settlements, and there were but few white settlers in any 
portion of the Territory. Its Indian population was rapidly decreas- 
ing,^ while many emigrants from dilferent parts of our country were 
anxiously waiting the extinction of the Indian title, and the establish- 
ment of a Territorial government, to seek new homos on its fertile 
prairies. It cannot be doubted that if its condition as a free Terri- 
tory liad been left undisturbed by Congress, its settlement would 
have been rapid, peaceful, and prosperous. Its climate, its soil, and 
its easy access to the older settlements, would have made it the 
favored course for the tide of emigration constantly flowing to the 
West, and by this time it would have been admitted into the Union 
as a free State, without the least sectional excitement. If so organ- 
ized, none but the kindest feelings could have existed between its 
citizens and those of the adjoining State. Their mutual interests and 
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intercoTirfie, instead of, as now, endangorinfij the harmony of tho 
Union, would have atren«;thcnod tlio ties of national lirothorhood. 
The testimony clearly shows that hoforo the proposition to repeal the 
Mianouri comproniiso was introduced into CongrcHs, the people of - 
western Missouri appeared indifferent to the prohibition of slavery in 
tin; Territory, and neither asked nor desired its repeal. 

When, however, the prohibition was remored by tho action of Con- 
groHH, the aspect of affairs entirely changed. Tho whole country was 
aj^itatcd by the reopening of a controversy which conservative men in 
different sections believed had been settled in every State and Terri- 
tory by some law beyond the danger of repeal. The excitement 
which, has always accompanied the discussion of the slavery question 
was greatly increased by the hope, on the one hand, of extending 
slavery into a region from which it had been excluded by law; and, 
on the other, by a sense of wrong done by what was regarded as a 
dislionor of a national compact. This excitement was naturally trans 
ferved into the border counties of Missouri and the Territory^ as set 
tiers favoring free or slave institutions moved into it. A new diffi- 
culty soon occurred. Different constructions were put upon the 
organic law. It was contended by the one party that the right to hold — 
slaves in the Territory existed, and that neither the people nor the 
Territorial legislature could prohibit slavery ; that that power was 
alone possessed by the people when they were authorized to form a 
State government. It was contended that the removal of the restric- 
tion virtually established slavery in the Territory. This claim was 
urged by many prominent men in western Missouri, who actively en- 
gaged in the affairs of the Territory. Every movement, of whatever 
character, which tended to establish free institutions, was regarded as 
an interference with their rights. 

Within a few days after the organic law passed, and as soon as its 
passage could be known on the border, leading citizens of Missouri 
crossed into the Territory, held squatter meetings, and then returned 
to their homes. Among their resolutions are th* following : 

''That we will afford protection to no abolitionist as a settler of 
this Territory." 

"That we recognise the institution of slavery as already existing 
in this Territory, and advise slaveholders to introduce their property 
as early as possible." 

Similar resolutions were passed in various parts of the Territory, 
and by meetings in several counties of Missouri. Thus the first 
effect of the repeal of the restriction against slavery was to substi- 
tute the resolves of squatter meetings, composed almost exclusively 
of citizens of a single State, for the deliberate action of Congress ac- 
quiesced in for thirty-five years. 

This unlawful interference has been continued in every important 
event in the history of the Territory ; every election has been controlled, 
not by the actual settlers, but by citizens of Missouri; and, as ji conse- 
quence, every officer in the Territory, from constable to legislators, 
except those appointed by the President, owe their positions to non- 
resident voters. None have been elected by the settlers ; and your 
committee have been unable to find that any political power what- 
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over, however unimportant, has been exercised by the people of the 
Territory. 

In October, A. D. 1854, Gov. A. H. Reedcr, and the otlier officers 
appointed by the President, arrived in the Territory. Settlers from 
all ])art8 of the country were movina; in in great numbers, making 
their chiiins and building their cabins. About the same time, and 
before any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret po- 
litical society was formed in the State of Missouri. CI) It-was known hy 
different names, such as " Social Band," " Friends' Society," '*Bluo 
Lodge/' " The Sons of the South." Its members were bound together 
hy secret oaths, and they had pass-words, signs, and grips, by which 
they were known to each other ; penalties were imposed for violating the 
rules and secrets of the order ; written minutes were kept of the proceed- 
ings of the lodges : and the different lodges were connected together by 
an effective organization. It embraced great numbers of the citizens of 
Missouri, and was extended into other slave States and into the Terri- 
tory. Its avowed purpose was not only to extend slavery into Kansas, 
but also into other territories of the United States, and to form a union 
of all the friends of that institution. Its plan of operating was to or- 
ganize and send men to vote at the elections in the Territory, to col- 
lect money to pay their expenses, and, if necessary, to protect thcna 
in voting. It also proposed to induce pro-slavery men to emigrate 
into the Territory, to aid and sustain them while there, and to elect 
none to office but those friendly to their views. This dangerous society 
wais controlled by men who avowed their purpose to extend slavery 
into the Territory at all hazards, and was altogether the most effect- 
ive instrument in organizing the subsequent armed invasions and fo- 
rays. In its lodges in Missouri the affairs of Kansas were discussed; 
The force necessary to control the election, was divided into bands and 
leaders selected. Means were collected, and signs and badges were 
agreed upon. While the great body of the actual settlers of the Ter- 
ritory were relying upon the rights secured to them by the organic 
law, and had formed no organization or combination whatever, even 
of a party character, this conspiracy against their rights was gather- 
ing strength in a neighboring State, and would have been sufficient 
at their first election to have overpowered them, even if they had been 
united to a man. 

Your committee had great difficulty in eliciting the proof of the de- 
tails in regard to this secret society. One witness, a member of the 
legislative council, refused to answer questions in reference to it. (2) 
Another declined to anawer fully, because to do so would result to his 
injury. (3) Others could or would only answer as to the general pur- 
poses of the society ; but sufficient is disclosed in the testimony to show 
tlie influence it had in controlling the elections in the Territory. 

The first election was for a delegate to Congress. It was appointed 
for the 29th of November, 1854. The governor divided the Territory 
into seventeen election districts, appointed judges, and prescribed pro- 
per rules for the election. In the first, third, eighth, ninth, tenth, 



(1) Jourdan Davidson, J. C. Prince. John Scott, J. H. Strlngfeliow. 

(2) W. P. Kicbardeon. (3) J. C. TriL-d 
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twelfth, tlu'rtoen til, and Rovent(?ontli clihstrictB tlicro appears to havo 
been but little it' any fraudulent voting. 

The election in the 2d district was lield at the village of Douglas, 
near fifty miles from the Missouri line. On the day before the eleo- 
tion largo companies of men came into the district in wagons and on 
horseback, and declared tliat they wore from the State of Missouri, 
and were going to Douglas to vote. On the morning of the election 
they ga '.iered around the house where the election was to be held. 
Two of the judges appointed by the governor did not appear, and 
other judges were selected by the crowd ; all then voted. In order to 
make a pretence of right to vote, some persons of the company kept a 
pretended register of squatter claims, on wliich any one could enter 
his name, and then assert he had a claim in the Territory. A citizen 
of the district, who was himself a candidate for delegate to Congress, 
was told by one of the strangers that lie would be abused, and proba- 
bly killed, if he challenged a vote. (4) He was seized by the collar, 
called a damned abolitionist, and was compelled to seek protection in 
the room with the judges. About the time the polls were closed these 
strangers mounted their horses and got into their -wagons and cried 
out, " All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A number were 
recognised as residents of Missouri, and among them was Samuel H. 
Woodson, a leading lawyer of Independence. Of those whose names 
are on the poll-books, 35 were resident settlers and 226 were non- 
residents. 

The election in the fourth, district was held at Dr. Chapman's, over 
forty miles from the Missouri State line. It was a thinly settled re- 
gion, containing but forty-seven voters in February, 1855, when the 
census was taken. On the day before the election, from one hundred 
to one hundred and fifty citizens of Cass and Jackson counties, Mis- 
souri, came into this district, declaring their piirpose to vote, and that 
they were bound to make Kansas a slave State, if they did it at the 
point of the sword. (5) Persons of the party on the way drove each a 
stake in the ground, and called it a claim ; and in one case several 
names were put on one stake. The party of strangers camped all 
night near where the election was to be held, and in the morning were 
at the election polls and voted. One of their party got drunk, and to 
get rivl of Dr. Chapman, a judge of the election, they sent for him to 
come and see a sick man, and, in his absence, filled his place with 
another judge, who was not sworn. They did not deny or conceal that 
they were residents of Missouri, and many of them were recognised as 
such b}^ others. They declaimed that they were bound to make Kansas 
a slave State. They insisted upon their right to vote in the Territory 
if they were in it one hour. After the election they again returned to 
their homes in Missouri, camping over night on the way. 

We find upon the poll-books 161 names ; of these not over 30 resided 
in the Territory, and 131 were non-residents. (6) 

But few settlers attended the election in the fifth district, the district 

(4) John A. Wakefield. 

(5) Peter Bassingev. 

(6) Thomas Hopkinf, RcubcB. Hackett, Perry Fuller, John F. Lucas. 
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being lar^e and the scttlemonta scattered. Elj^lity-two voles wci'e cast; 
of these between 20 and 30 were settlerH,(7) and the rcHidiie wore 
citizens of MiHsouri. They jiassed into the Terrifcoiy by way of tlio 
Santa Fc road, and by the residence of Dr. Westfall, who then lived on 
the western line of Missouri. (8) Some little excitement arose at the 
})o11h as to the legality of their voting ; bnt they did vote for Gen. 
Whitfield, and said they intended to make Kansas a slave State, and 
tliat tliey had claims in tho Territory. Judge Teaglo, judge of the 
court in Jackson county, Missouri, was present, but did not vote. (9) 
He said he did not intend voting, but came to see that others voted. 
After the election, the Mi^sKOurians returned the way they came. 

The election in tlic sixth district was held at Fort Scott, in the south- 
cast part of the Territory, and near tho Missouri line. A party of 
about one hundred men from Cass county, and the counties in Missouri 
south of it, went into the Territory^ travelling about 45 miles, most of 
them with their wagons and tents, and camping out. They appeared at 
the place of election. Some attempts were made to swear them, but two 
of the judges were prevailed upon not to do so, and none were sworn, 
and as many as chose voted. There were but few resident voters at 
tlie polls. The settlement was sparse ; about 25 actual settlers voted 
out of 105 votes cast, leaving 80 illegal votes. (10) After the voting 
was over, the Missourians went to their wagons and commenced leaving 
for home. 

The most shameless fraud practised upon the rights of the settlers 
at this election was in the seventh district. It is a remote settlement, 
about seventy-live miles from the Missouri line, and contained, in 
February, A. D. 1855, three months afterwards, when the census was 
taken, but 53 voters ; and yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were 
cast. The election was held at the house of Frey McGee, at a place 
called "110." But few of the actual settlers were present at the 
polls. (11) A witness, who formerly resided in Jackson county, Mis- 
souri, and was well acquainted with the citizens of that county, (12) 
says that he saw a great many wagons and tents at the place of election, 
and many individuals he knew from Jackson county. He was in their 
tents, and conversed with some of them, and they told him they had 
come witn the intention of voting. He went to the polls, intending 
to vote lor Flennigan; but his ticket being of a different color from 
the rest, his vote was challenged by Frey McGee, who had been 
appointed one of the judges, but did not serve. Lemuel Kalston, a 
citizen of, Missouri, was acting in his place. The witness then chal- 
lenged the vote of a young man by the name of Nolan, whom he knew 
to reside in Jackson county. Finally, the thing was hushed up, as 
the witness had a good many friends there from that county, and it 
might have led to a fight if he challenged any more votes. Both 
voted; and he then went down to their camp. He there saw many oj 



(7) James W. Wilson. 
<8) Dr. B. C. Wostfall. 

(9) J. W. Wilson. 

(10) J. C. Prince. 

(11) Matthias A. Tleeil. 

(12) William V. Johnstone. 
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his old acfiuaintdtices, who he knew htul voted at the election in 
Aiigiu't previous in MisHOiiri,, and who still resided in that State. I5y 
a careful comparison ol' the poll-lists with the cenKUH-rolln, we find 
but 12 natucH on the poll-book who were voters when the census was 
taken, three months afterwards ; and your committee are satiafied 
that not more than 20 legal votes could have been polled at that elec- 
tion. The only residents who are known to have voted are named by 
the witness, and are lo in number ; thus leaving 584 illegal votes 
cast in a remot'o district, when the settlers within many miles were 
acquainted with each other. 

The total number of white inhabitants in the 11th district in the 
month of February, A. D. 1855, including men, women, and chil- 
dren, was 3(5, of whom 21- are voters. Yet the poll-lists in tliis dis- 
trict show that 245 votes were cast at this election. For reasons 
stfited hereafter, in regard to the election on the 30th of March, your 
committee were unable to procure the attendance of witnesses from 
this district. From the records, it clearly appears that the votes 
cast could not have been given by lawful resident voters. The best 
test, in the absence of direct proof, by which to ascertain the number 
of legal votes cast, is by a comparison of the census-roll with the poll* 
books, by which it appears that but 7 resident settlers voted ; and 
238 votes were illegally and fraudulently given. 

The election in the 14th district was held at the house of Benjamin 
Harding, a few miles from the 'town of 8t. Joseph's, Missouri. Before 
the polls were opened, a large number of citizens of Buchanan eounty, 
Missouri, and among them many of the leading citizens of St. Jo- 
seph's, were at the place of voting, and made a majority of the com- 
pany present. At the time appointed by the governor for opening 
the polls, two of the judges were not there, and it became the duty of 
the legal voters present to select other judges. The judge who was 
present(13) suggested the name of Mr. Waterson as one of the judges ; 
but the crowd voted down the proposition. Some discussion then 
arose as to the; right of non-residents to vote forjudges, during which 
Mr. Bryant was nominated and elected by the crowd. Some one 
nominated Col, John Scott as the other judge, who was then, and is 
now, a resident of St. Jof«3ph's, Missouri. At that time he was the 
city attorney of that place, and so continued until this spring; but he 
claimed that the night before he had come to the house of Mr. Bryant, 
and had engaged boarding for a month, and considered himself a resi- 
dent of Kansas on that ground. 

The judge appointed by the governor refused to put the nomination 
of Col. Scott to the vote, because he was not a resident. After some 
discussion, Judge Leonard, a citizen of Missouri, stepped forward and 
put the vote himself ; and Mr. Scott was declared by him as elected 
by the crowd, and served as a judge of the election that day. After 
the election was over he returned to St. Joseph's, and never since has 
resided in the Territory. It is manifest that this election of a non- 
resident lawyer as a judge was imposed upon the settlers by the citi- 
zens of Missouri. When the board of judges was thus completed, the 



(13) Benjamin Harding. 
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voting proceeded ; but. the elTect of the rule adopted by the judges 
allowed many, if not a majority, of the non-residents to vote. Tliey 
claimed that their presence on the ground, especially when they had 
a claim in the Territory, gave them a right to vote ; and under that 
construction of the law they readily, when required, swore they were 
" reHidents," and then voted. By this evasion, as near as your com- 
mittee can aficcfrtain from the testimony, as many as 50 illegal votes 
were cast in this district out of 153, the whole number polled. 

The election in the 15th district was held at Penseneau's, on 
Stranger creek, a few miles from Weston, Missouri. On the day of 
tlie election a large number 'of citizens of Platte county, but chiefly 
from Weston and Platte City, Missouri, came in small parties, in 
wagons and on horseback, to the polls. Among them were several 
leailing citizens of that town ; and the names of many of them are 
given by the witnesses. (14) They generally insisted upon their right 
to vote, on the ground that every man having a claim in the Territory 
could vote, no matter where he lived. (15) AH voted who chose. No 
man was challenged or sworn. Some of the residents did not vote. 
The purpose of the strangers in voting was declared to be to make 
Kansas a slave State. (16) Your committee find, by the poll-books, 
that 306 votes were cast ; of these we find but 57 are on the census- 
rolls as legal voters in February following. Your committee are sat- 
isfied, from the testimony, that not over 100 of those who voted had 
any right so to do, leaving at least 206 illegal votes cast. 

The election in the 16tli district was held at Leavenworth. It was 
then a small village of three or four houses, located on the Delaware 
reservation. (17) There were but comparatively few settlers then in 
the district, but the number rapidly increased afterwards. On the 
day before, and on the day of the election, a great many citizens of 
Platte, Clay, and Ray counties, Missouri, crossed the river, most of them 
camping in tents and wagons about the town, " like a camp-meet.- 
ing."(18) They were in companies or messes of 10 to 16 in each, and 
numbered in all several hundred. They brought their own provision, 
and cooked it themselves, and were generallj'- armed. Many of them 
were known by the witnesses, and their names are given^ which are 
found upon the poll-books. Among them were several persons of in- 
fluence where they resided in Missouri, and held, or had held, high 
official position in that State. They claimed to be residents of the 
Territory from the fact that they were there present, and insisted upon 
the right to vote, and did vote. Their avowed purpose in doing so 
was to make Kansas a slave State. These strangers crowded around 
the polls, and it was with great difficulty that the settlers could get 
to the polls, (19) One resident attempted to get to the polls in the 
afternoon, but was crowded and pulled back. He then went outside 
of the crowd, and hurrahed for Gen. Whitfield; and some of those 



(l i) J. B. Crane, Fmncis M. Patton, John W. Ho«s«. riiincas Skinner, H. B. Gale. 

(15) J. B. Crane. 

(16) H. B. Gale. 

(17) George H. Keller and John A. Laudis. 

(18) George H. Keller. 

(19) John A. Landis, L. J. Eaetln, 
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who did not knowliim said, Thcrc'H a good i)ro-.siavcry man," and 
liftod liim up over their heads, so tliat ho crawled on thoir heads and 
pat in his vote. A perHon who saw, IVom the cok)r ol'hiH ficket, that 
it was not for Gen. Whitfield, cried out, "He is a damned abolition- 
ist — let hira down and they dropped him. (20) Others were passed 
to the polls in the same v/ay, and otliers crowded vi]) in the best way 
they could. After this mockery of an election was over the non-resi- 
dents returned to their homes in Missouri. Of the 312 votes cast, not 
over 150 were by legal voters. 

The following abstract cxliibits the whole number of votes at this 
election for each candidate, the number of legal and illegal votes cast 
in each district, and the number of legal voters in each district in 
February following. 

Abstract of census and election of November 29, 1854. 



District). 



First 

Second 

Third 

Po\irtli 

Pirth 

Sisth 

Seventh 

Kigiitli 

Xinth 

Tenth 

Eleventh . . . . 

Twolfth 

Tliirteenth .. 
Fourteenth . , 
Fifteenth .... 
Sixteenth.., . 
Seventeenth , 
Eigbteentti. . , 



Total. 



Tlace of voting. 



[.a'tvronce 

Onugkiii 

Stinsoii's 

nr. Cliapnian'9. . . 
H. Slierninii's . . . . 

Fort Scott 

" 110" 

Couneil Grove . ... 

Reynolds' , 

BiK Blue Cross. ... 

Marysville 

Warion's store. ... 

Osnwkie 

Harding's 

Penseno 

Leavenworth 

Shawnee Agency , 



2 



46 
235 

40 
140 

63 
105 
597 

16 

a 

2 
237 
31 
69 
130 
!267 
232 
49 



2358 



•a 



188 
20 



21 



948 



s 



51 
6 
7 
21 
15 



31 
29 
3 



1 

23 
39 
80 
13 



305 



15 



23 



300 
2GI 
47 
161 
82 
105 
604 
16 
40 
37 
245 
41 
71 
1.53 
306 
312 
62 



E . 

a § 

t» a 

o « 

6 
»5 



309 
199 
101 
47 
442 
253 
53 
39 
36 
63 
24 
78 
96 
334 
308 
385 
50 
28 



2,833 2,905 



o 
> 



300 

a-) 

47 
30 

:» 

25 
20 
16 
40 
37 
7 
41 
71 
103 
100 
1.50 
62 



1,114 



o 
> 



226 



131 

:.-3 

HI) 
58-1 



238 



50 
205 
162 



1,729 



Thus your committee find that in this, the first election in the 
Territory, a very large majority of the votes were cast by citizens of 
the State of Missouri, in violation of the organic law of the Territory. 
Of the legal votes cast, General Whitfield received a phirality. The 
settlers took but little interest in the election, not one-half of them 
voting. This may be accounted for from the fact that the settlements 
were scattered over a great extent, that the term of the delegate to be 
elected was short, and that the question of free or slave institutions 
was not generally regarded by them as distinctly at issue. Under 
these circumstances, a systematic invasion from an adjoining State, 
by which large numbers of illegal votes were cast in remote and 
sparse settlements, for the avov/ed purpose of extending slavery into 
the Territory, even though it did not change the result of the election, 



(20) John A. Landis 
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wtts a crime of groat mugniiutlo. Its imracdiato effect was to further 
excite the people of the northern States, and exasperato the actual 
settlers against their neighbors in MiiSHOuri. 

In January and February, A. D. 1855, the governor caused an 
enumeration to be taken of the inhabitants and (qualified voters in the 
Territory, an abstract of which is hero given. 



Uy wlioiu lakoii. 



C. W. nnlicock.... 

0. 11. Brown 

T. W. lliiyoH 

O. IS. Doiiuldsoii... 
Will. lUuliitn 

Do 

J. H. McCluie 



M. F. Couwiiy 

Do 

B. n. Twoiiibly.... 

D< 

II. B.. lolly 

Allien WwA 

fl.B. Jolly 

eiias. Lt'ib 

Al«x. O. Jolinxoii , , 
B. H. Twombly... 



Total. 



niHlriuta. 



iBt district 

2(1 .... ilo 

(In 

4lh....do 

.'itli....do 

0th. ...ilo 

7ti>....do 

8tl do 

Uth....d() 

10tli...do 

lUli...d(> 

liilh...do 

lath... do 

Mth. ..do ...... 

ir)th..,do 

irnh..,do 

17lh...do 

16Ui...do 



Males. 


V 

a 
ft* 


Voters. 


• 

H 

o 

B 


623 




ar.o 


4fl9 


.'llli 


soa 


199 


237 


ini 


91 


101 


112 


106 


71 


47 


97 


82't 


.'583 


442 


724 


49a 


ai8 


5!:)3 


418 


82 


ao 


53 


60 




S7 


39 


28 


61 


2.5 


36 


31 


97 


f>4 


63 


61 


as 


3 


24 


5 


104 


40 


78 


35 


108 


116 


90 


145 


6.'>5 


512 


334 




492 


381 


308 


448 


708 


47.5 


385 


514 


91 


59 


50 


54 


S9 


40 


S8 


61 


5,128 


3,383 


2,905 


3,469 



tn 
8 

I 



887 
608 
S15 
109 
1,385 
791 
117 

76 

66 
108 

30 
109 
S73 
301 
846 
1,042 
143 

97 



7,161 



I 



75 
19 
12 
S 
22 

la 

1 
7 
12 
23 
6 
37 
9 
46 
16 
104 
5 
1 



408 



1 

27 
11 
1 
13 
14 



1 
14 
1 

15 
48 
4 



151 



7 
6 
I 

9(5 
11 
1 

10 
3 



7 

14 

35 
15 
33 
&3 



152 



ELECTION OF MARCH 30, 1856. 

On the same day that the census was completed, the governor issued 
his proclamation for an election to be held on the 30th of March, A. 
D. 1855, for members of the legislative assembly of the Territory. It 
prescribed the boundaries of districts, the places for polls, the names 
of judges, the apportionment of members, and recited the qualification 
of voters. If it had been observed, a just and fair election would have 
reflected the will of the people of the Territory. Before the election, 
false and inflammatory rumors were busily circulated among the people 
of western Missouri. The number and character of the emigration 
then passing into the Territory were grossly exaggerated and rais-r 
represented. Through the active exertions of many of its leading 
citizens, aided by the secret society before referred to, the jjassions 
and prejudices of the people of that State were greatly excited. Sev- 
eral residents there have testified to the character of the reports circu- 
lated among and credited by the people. These efforts were successful. 
By an organized movement, which extended from Andrew county in 
the north, to Jasper county in the south, and as far eastward as 
Boone and Cole counties, Missouri, companies of men were arranged 
in irregular pn.vties and sent into every council district in the Territory, 
and into every representative district hut one. The numbers were so 
distributed as to control the election in each district. They went to 
vote, and with the avowed design to make Kansas a slave State. 
They were generally armed and equipped, carried with them their 
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own provisions and tents, and so marchod into the Turritoiy. The 
detaihs of this invasion form the rnaHw of the testiniony taken by your 
conimitteo, and is so voluminous tliat we can horo atato but the loading 
facta elicited. 

FiiisT D iSTiircT. — Lawrence , 

The company of persons who marched into this district was collected 
in Ray, Howard, Carroll, Boone, Lafayette, Randolph, Macon, Clay, 
Jackson, Saline, and Cass counties, in the State of ]\Iissouri. Their 
expenses were paid ; those who could not come, contributing provi- 
sions, waj^ons, &c.(l) Provisions were deposited for those who 
were expected to come to Lawrence, in the house of William Lykins, 
and were distributed among the Missourians after they arrived there. (2) 
The evening before, and tlie morning of the day of election, about 
1,000 men from the above counties arrived at Lawrence, and camped 
in a ravine a short distance from town, near the place of voting. 
They came in wagons (of wliich there were over 100) and on horse- 
back, under the command of Col. Samuel Young, of Boone county, 
Missouri, and Claiborne F. Jackson, of Missouri. They were armed 
with guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives ; and had tents, music, 
and flags with them. (3) They brought with them two pieces of 
artillery, (4) loaded with musket-balls. (5) On their way to Law- 
rence some of them met Mr. N. B. Blanton, who had b»en ap- 
pointed one of thj judges of election by Gov. Reeder, and, after 
learning from him that he considered it his duty to demand an oath 
from them as to their place of residence, first attempted to bribe him, 
and then threatened him with hanging, in order to induce him to dis- 
pense with that oath. In consequence of these threats he did not 
appear at the polls the next morning to act as judge. (6) 

The evening before the election, while in camp, the Missourians 
were called together at the tent of Captain Claiborne F. Jackson, and 
speeches were made to them by Col. Young and others, calling for 
volunteers to go to other districts where there were not Missourians 
enough to control the election^ as there were more at Lawrence than 
were needed there. (7) Many volunteered to go, and on the morn- 
ing of the election several companies, from 150 to 200 each, went off 
to Tecumseh, Hickory Point, Bloomington, and other places. (8) On 
the morning of the election the Missourians came over to the place of 
voting from their camp, in bodies of 100 at a time. (9) Mr. Blauton 



(1) F. P. Vaughan, Jounlan Davi<lson. 

(2) Wm. Yates, C. W. Pibcock, Dr. John Doj. 

(3) E. D. Ufld, Norman ^Ulcn. William Yatea, Wm. B. Homsby, G. W. Deitzler, C. 
W. Prfibcxjck, Lyman Allen, S. N. Wood, E. Chapman, Robert Elliot, N. B. BLmtoa, 
Jouidaa Davidson, Wm. Lyon, J. B. Abbot, J. W. Ackley, Dr. John Doy, A. B. Wade, 
John M. Banks, H. W. Buckley. 

(4) E. Chapman, Jourdan Davidson. 

(5) E. Chapnuui. 

(6) N. B. Blanton. 

(7) Norman Allen, J. Davldfjon. 

(8) N. Allen, Wwi. Gates, W. B. Honieby, G. W. liabcock, S. N. Wood, J. Davidaon 
B. Wade. 

(9) E, D. Ladd. 
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not appearing, aaotlier judge was appointed in liis pliico ; Col. Yoan,<j; ; 
clanninfj; that, as the people of the Territory hud two Judges, it 
was uotliing more than right tliat the MiwHourianH bhould have the 
other one to look ai'ter their interests ;(10) and Kobert A. Cuniniins was 
elected in Bhvnton's stead, because he couHidered that every man had 
a riij;lit to vote if ho had been in the Territory but an hour. (11) 

The M.is80urian8 brought their tickets with them ;(r2) but not 
having enough, they had SOO more printed in Lawrence on the even- 
ing ])eibre and on the day of election. (13) They had white ribbons 
in tlieir button-holes to distinguish themselves from the settlers. 

When the voting corairienced, the question of the legality of the 
vote of a Mr. Page was raised. Before it was decided, Col. Samuel 
Young Btoi)i)ed up to the window where the votes were received., and 
said lie wuuUl settle the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was with- 
drawn, and Qui. Young offered to vote. He refused to take the oath 
prescribed by the governor, but swore ho was a resident of the Terri- 
tory ; upon which his vote was received. (15) He told Mr. Abbot, 
one of the judges, when asked if ho intended to make Kansas his 
future home, that it was none of his business ; that if he were a resi- 
dent then, he should ask no more. (16) After his vote was received, 
Col. Young got up on the window-sill, and announced to the crowd 
that he had been permitted to vote, and they could all come up and 
vote. (17) He told the judges that there was no use in swearing tlue 
others, as they would all swear as he had done. (18) After the other 
judges had concluded to receive Col. Young*s vote, Mr. Abbot re- 
signed as judge of election, and Mr. Benjamin was elected in his 
phice.(19) 

Tlie polls were so much crowded until late in the evening, that for 
a time when the men had voted they were obliged to get out by being 
hoisted up on the roof of the building where the election was being 
held, and pass out over the house. (20) Afterwards, a passage-way 
through the crowd was made by two lines of men being formed, through 
which the voters could get up to the polls. (21) Col. Young asked 
that the old men be allowed tb go up first and vote, as they were tired 
v,'ith the travelling, and wanted to get back to camp. (22) ^ 

The Missourians sometimes came up to the polls in procession, two 
by two, and voted. (23) 

During the day the Missourians drove off the ground some of the 



(10) S. X. Wood. 

(U) E. A. Curajuina, Norman Allen, S. N. Wood, C. S. Pratt, J. B. Abbot. 

(12) C. W. Babcock, Robert Elliot. 

(13) Kobert Elliot. 

(11) G. W. Deitzlcr. 

(15) E. I). Ladd, Norman Allen, S. W. Ward, C. S. Pratt, J. B. Abbot. 

(lf>) Norman Allen, J. B. Abbot. 1 

',17) E. D. Ladd, Norman Allen, S. N. Wood, C S. Pratt, J. B. Abbot. ; 

(18) C. W. Babcock, J. B. Abbot. | 

(I'J) C. W. Babcock, S. N. W.-od, C. S. Pratt, J. B. Abbot. i 

(2(J) E. LHdd, Norman Allen, C. W. Babcock, Lyman Allen, J. M. Banks. \ 

(21) E. D. Ladd, Norman Allen, Lyman Allen. * 

(22) Lyiuan .Ulcn, E. D. Ladd. j 

(23) E. D. LtMid, Ira W. Ackley. 
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citizens— Mr. Stearns, Mr. ]5on(l, and Mr. \Villi.s.(24;) They tliroat- 
enod to Hhoot Mr. Bond, and a crowd rushod after him, tliroatouing 
him ; and, as ho ran from them, Home shots were fired at him as he 
jumped off the hank of the river and made liis escape. (25) The citi- 
zen* of the town went over in a hody hite in tlic al'ternoon, wlien the 
polls luid hecome comparatively clear, and voted. (20) 

Before the roting had commenced, the Missourians said if the judges 
appointed by the governor did not receive their votes they would choose 
other judges. (27) Some of them voted several times, changing their 
hats or coats and coming u|> to the window again, (28) They said they 
intended to vote firi;t, and after they had got through the others could 
vote. (29) Some of them claimed a right to vote under the organic act, 
from the fact that their mere presence in the Territory constituted them 
residents, though they Avere from Missouri, and had homes in Mis- 
souri. (30) Others said they had a right to vote because Kansas bo- 
longed to Missouri^ and people from the East had no right to settle in 
the Territory and vote there. (31) 

They said they came to the Territory to elect a legislature to suit 
themselves, as the people of tlie Territory and persons from the East 
and the North wanted to elect a legislature that would not suit 
them. (32) They said they had a right to make Kansas a slave 
State, because the jieople of the North had sent persons out to make 
it a free State. (33) Some claimed that they had heard that the Emi- 
grant Aid Society had sent men out to be at the election, and they 
came to offset their votes ; but the most of them made no such claim. 
Col. Young said lie wanted the citizens to vote, in order to give the 
election some show of fairness. (34) 

The Missourians said there would be no difficulty if the citizens did 
not interfere with their voting ; but they were determined to vote 
peaceably, if they could, but vote any how. (35) They said each one 
of them was preijared for eight rounds without loading, and would 
go to the ninth round with the butcher-knife. (36) Some of them said 
that by voting in the Territory they would deprive themselves of the 
right to vote in Missouri for twelve months afterwards. (37) 

The Missourians began to leave the afternoon of the day of election, 
though some did not go home until the next morning. (38) In many 

(24) E. D. Ladd, C. W. Babrack, Lyman Allen, S. N. Wood, K. B. Blanton, John Doy, 
J. Davidson, CharleB Robinson. 

(25) E. D. Ladd, C. W. Babcock, Lyman Allon, S. N. Wood, N. B. Blanton, J. David- 
son, Dr. John Doy. 

(26) E. D. I^ld, C. Kobhison, A. B. Wade, J. Whitlock, J. M. Banks, H. W. Buckley. 

(27) G. W. Deitzlcr. 

(28) S. N. Wood, Ira W. Acklcy. 

(29) J. Davidson. 

(30) E. D. Ladd, Norman AUen, Lyman Allen. 

(31) W. B. Ilornsby, C. W. Babcock, C. Robinson. 

(32) William Yates, Thomas Hopkins, Ira W. Acklcy. 

(33) Lyman Allen, J. Davidson. 

(34) Norman Allen. 

(35) Norman Alien, Lj-man Allen, C. W. Babcock, S. N. Wood, E. Chapman, Thomas 
Hopkins. 

(36) Jour dan Davidson. 

(37) J. B. Abbot. 

(38) E. D. Ladd, Norman APcn, William Yates, W. B. Hornsby, G. W, Deifzler, C. W. 
Babcock, C. Robinson, E. Chapajan, Lyman AUon, Jourdan Davidson. 
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ciwps, when a wagon-load voted tlioy iinmodiatuly stancd for I>oith'.(;5'J) 
On thoir way homo they said that if Governor Koedcr did not sanc- 
tion tlio election they would hang him. (40) 

The citizens of the town of Lawrence, as a general tiling, were nol 
armed on the day of election, though some had revolvers, hut not ex- 
posed as were the arms of the MiK8ouriauM.(41) They kept a guard 
ahout the town the night after the election, in conHcquence of the 
tlireat.s of the Missourians, in order to protect it;. (42) 

The i)ro-Hhivery men of the district attended the nominating con 
vontioiis of tluj free-State men, and V(jtud for, and secured the nomina- 
tions of, tlio men they considered tlie most obnoxious to the free-State 
party, in order to cause dissension in that party. (43) 

Quite a number of settlers came into the district before the day of 
election, and after tlio census was talcen.(44) According to the cen- 
sus returns, there were then in the district 3(')9 legal voters. Of 
those whose names are on the census returns, 177 are to be found on 
tlie poll-books of the 30th of March, 1855. Messrs. Ladd, Babcockj 
and Pratt testify to lifty-five names on the poll-books of persons they 
knew to have settled in the district after the census was taken, and 
before the election. A number of persons came into the Territory in. 
Marcli before the election, from the northern and eastern States, in- 
tending to settlQ, who were in Lawrence on tlio day of election. At 
that time many of them had selected no claims, and had no fixed 
place of residence. Such wore not entitled to vote. Many of them 
became dissatisfied with the country. Others were disappointed at its 
political condition, and in the price and demand for labor, and re- 
turned. Whether any such voted at the election, is not clearly 
shown : but from the proof, it is probable that in the latter part of the 
day, after the great body of Missourians had voted, some did go to the 
polls. The number was not over fifty. These voted the free-State 
ticket. The whole number of names appearing upon the poll-lists is 
1,034. After full examination, we are satisfied that not over 232 ot 
these were legal voters, and 802 were non-residents and illegal voters. 
This district is strongly in favor of making Kansas a free State, and 
there is no doubt that the free-State candidates for the legislature 
TJ"ould have been elected by large majorities if none but the actual 
settlers had voted. At the preceding election, in November, 1854, 
where none but legal votes were polled. General Whitfield, who re- 
ceived the full strength of the pro-slavery party, (45) got but forty- 
six votes. 

^coxi> D ISTRICT . — Bloom ington . 

On the morning of election the judges appointed by the governoi 
appeared and opened the polls. Their names were Harrison Burson, 

(39) S. N. Wood. 

(40) Ganis Jenkins. 

(41) E. D. Liuld. 

(42) E. D. Uvdd. 

(43) A. B. Wade. 

(44) E. D. IfcOtid, Norman Allen, C. W. Btibcock, Claarles RobLoson, Lyman Allen, J. 
M. Brooks. 

(45) James Whitlock. 
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Nntlinniol Kamaay, and Mr. Ellison. The MisHourians liopjan to 
come in early in the morning, Home 500 or GOO of tliem in wagons 
and carriages, and on horseback, nnder the lead of Samuel J. Jones, 
then postmanter of Westport, Missouri ; Claiborne F. tlack«on and 
Mr. St.ecley, of Independence, Missouri. They "were armed with double- 
barreled guns, riHes, bowie-knives, and pistols, and had flags hoist- 
ed. (1) They held a sort of an informal election off atone side, at 
first for governor of Kansas Territory, and shortly afterwards an- 
nounced Thomas Johnson, of Shawnee Mission, elected governor. (2) 
The polls had been opened but a short time, when Mr. Jones march- 
ed with the crowd up to the window and demanded that they rshould 
be allowed to vote, without swearing as to their residence. (8) After 
Bome noisy and threatening talk, Claiborne F. JacLson addressed the 
crowd, saying they had come there to vote; that they had a right to 
vote il' they had been there but five minutes, and be was not willing to 
go home without voting ; which, was received witb cheers. (4) Jackson 
then called U})on them to ibrm into little bands of 15 or 20, which they 
did, (5) and went to an ox wagon filled witb guns, which were distributed 
among them, (6) and proceeded to load some of them on the ground. (7) 
In jmrsuance of Jackson's request, they tied white tape or ribbons 
in their button-holes, so as to distinguish them from the " abolition- 
ists.' '(8) They again demanded that the judges should resign ; and 
upon their refusing to do so, smashed in the window, sash and all, 
and presented their "^nstols and guns to them, threatening to shoot 
them. (9) Some one on the outside cried out to them not to shoot, as 
there were pro-slavery men in the house with the judges. (10) Tliuy 
then put a pry under the corner of the house, which was a log-house, 
and lifted it up a few inchcci e..nd let it fall again, (11) but desisted 
upon being told there were pro-slavery men in the house. During 
this time the crowd repeatedly demanded to be allowed to vote witli- 
out being sworn, and Mr. Ellison, one of the judges, expressed him- 
self willing, but the other two judges refused ;(12) thereupon a body 
of men, headed by sherift' Jones, rushed into the judge's room with 
cocked pistols and drawn bowie-knives in their hands, and approach- 
ed Burson and Ramsay. (13) Jones pulled out his watch and said he 
would give them five minntes to resign in, or die. (14) "When the 
five minutes had expired and the judges did not resign, Jones said he 

(1) IT. BuTison, N. Riimsiiy, .Tames ^r. Dunn, Andrew White, Dr. E. G. Macey, H. Mirzzy, 
Wm. J(!Ss<!«, John A. Wiikcfield. 

(2) E. G. Ulacey. 

(3) ir. Burson, N. HumtsHy, J. M. Dunri, A. White, E. G. Macey, H. Mu7,.7.y, Wm. Jessfee, 
JoTin A. Wakefiohl. 

(4) J. M. Dunn, A. White, E. G. Macoy, .T. A. Wakefi eld. 

(5) E. G. Macey, J. A. Wakefield. 

(C>) J. M. Dunn, J. C. Dunn, A. White. 

(7) E. G. Macey. 

(8) J. M. Dunn, J. N. Mace, A. White, E. G. Macey, J. A. Wakefield 

(9) H. Burson, N. Ttjvmsav. 

(10) .T. 0. Dunn. 

(11) H. Burson, N. Ramsay, J. N. Mace, J. C. Dunn, A. White, E. G. Macey, H. Mnzzy, 
S. Jones, J. A. Wakefield. 

(12) J. C. Dunn. 

(1.3) Harrison Burson, N. Kamnvy. 

(14) IT. Burson, N. Ramsay, J C Dunn, H. Muzzy, Wm. Jessee. 



KANSAS AFFAIRS. 



15 



would f^ivo them another minute unrl no more. (15) EUiaon told his 
aH80ciiiti!8 that if they did not resign Ihere womld be one hundred filiots 
lired in the room in less than lif'tecn minutes, (10) and then snatching 
up the hallot-hox ran out into the crowd, holding up the hallot-box 
find liurrahing ibr MisHouri.(17) About that time Buraon and llamsay 
were called out by their friends, and not Huflfered to return. (IS) As 
Mr. liurson went out he put the ballot poll-books in his pocket and 
took them with liim,(19) and as he wa.s going out Jones snatched 
Konio ])a])er8 away from him, (20) and shortly afterwards came out 
himself, holding them up, crying, Hurrah for Missouri 1 "(21) After 
he discovered they were not the poll-books, he took a party of men 
with him and started off to take the poll-pooks from Bur8on.(22) 
When Mr. Burson saw them coming, he gave the books to Mr. Uni- 
borger and told him to start off in another direction, so as to mislead 
Jones and his party. (23) Jones and his party caught Mr. Umberger, 
took the poll-books away from him, and Jones took him up behind 
him on a horse and carried him back a prisoner. (24) After Jones and 
his party had taken Umberger back, they went to the house of Mr. 
Kumsay and took Judge John A. Wakefield prisoner, and carried 
him to the place of election, (25) and made him get up on a wagon 
and there make a speech ; after -which they put a white ribbon in his 
button-hole and let him go. (26) They then chose two new judges 
and proceeded with the election. (2'7) They also threatened to kill the 
judges if they did not receive their votes without swearing them, or 
else resign. (28) They said no man should vote who would submit to 
be sworn ; that they would kill any man who would offer to do so. 
"Shoot him;" "Cut his guts out," &c.(29) They said no man 
should vote this day unless he voted an open ticket, and was all right 
on the goose ; (.30) and that if they could not vote by fair means, 
they would by foul means. (31) They said they had as much right to 
vote if they had been in the Territory two minutes as if they had been 
there two years, and they would vote. (32) Some of the citizens who 
were about the window, but had not voted when the crowd of Missou- 
rians marched up there, upon attempting to vote were driven back 

n. Piurson, N. Ramsay, H. Muzzy. 

II. lUirson, N. Ramsay, J. W. Mace, II. Muzzy, W. Jessee, S. Jones, J. A. Wake 

fic'.d. 

(17) TI. Burson, J. C. Dunn, 

(18) H. Riirson, N. Ramsay, J. C. Dunn, A. White, H. Muzzy, Wm. Jessec. 
(lit) H. IJurson, J. C. Diinn. 

(20) T{. Rnrson. 

(21) II. Burson, J. M. Dunn, E. G. Maccy, Wm. Jessee. 

(22) II. Burson, N. Ramsay. 

(2:5) II. Burson, A.Whik', 0. W. Umberger, Wm. .lessee. 

(24) II. Burson, N. Ramsay, A. White, E. G. Macey, G. W. Umberger, Wm. Jessee, .1. 
A.Wakefield. 

(25) N. Ramsay, J. M. Dunn, A. White, E. G. Macey, G. W. Umberger, Wm. Jessee 
J. A. Wakefield. 

(2f)) E. G. Macey, G. W. Umberger, J. A. Wakefield. 

(27) T. Lahy. 

(28) .). c. Dunn, Wm. Jessee, S. Jones. 

(29) H. Burson, N. Ramsay, J. M. Dunn, J N. Mace, A. White, E. O. Mooey, "W, JeBsef. 

(30) N. Ramsay. 

(31) II. Bur.son, N. Ramsay J. M. Dunn. 
'32) J. M. Dunn. 
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by tha mob, or driven oft''.(;{iJ^ One of them, Mr. I. M. Miioo, wu« 
asked if ho would take the oath; and upon his replying that he would 
if the judges rcciuirod it, lie was drajjjged through the crowd away 
from the pollw, amid cries of 'kill the damned nigger-thief," "cuthia 
throat," "tear his heart out," (fee. Alter they got him to tlie out- 
side of the crowd, they stood around him with cocked revolvers and 
drawn bowie-knivoB; one man putting a knife to his breast ho tliat it 
touclicd him ; anotlier holding acoclced pistol to his ear, wliile another 
struck at him. with a club. (154) 

Tlic Missourians said they had a right to vote, if they had boon in 
the Territory but ftvo minutes. (l-iS) Some said they had been hired 
to come tlicro and vote, and got a dollar a day, and by God tb.ey would 
vote or die there, (30.) 

They said the 30th day of March was an important day, as Kansas 
would be made a slave State on that day. (37) They began to leave in 
the direction of ^lissouri in the afternoon, after they had voted, (38) 
leaving some thirty or forty aroimd the house where the election was 
held, to guard the polls till after the election was over. (39) The 
citizens of the Territory were not armed, except those who took part 
in the mob, (40) and a large portion of them did not vote. (41) Three - 
hundred and Ibrty-one votes were polled there that day, of which but 
some thirty were citizens. (42) A protest against the election was got 
up and sent to the governor. (43) The returns of the election made to 
the governor were lost by the committee of elections of the legislature 
at Pawnee. (44) 

The duplicate returns left in the ballot-box -were taken by F. E. 
Lahy, one of the judges elected by the Missonrians, and were either 
lost or destroyed in his house, (45) so that your committee have been 
unable to institute a comparison betw^een the poll-lists and cenaus 
returns of this district. The testimony is uniform, that not over 
thirty of those who voted there that day were entitled to vote, leaving 
311 illegal votes. We are satisfied, from the testimony, that had the 
actual settlers alone voted, the free-State candidates would have been 
elected by a handsome majority. 

Third District. — Tacumseh. 

On the 28th of March, persons from Clay, Jackson and Howard 
counties, Missouri, began to come into Tecumseh in wagons, carriages, 
9.nd on horsel)ack, armed Avith guns, bowie-knives and revolvers, and 
with tents, and can^ped close by tlie town, and continued coming in 

(3:5^ H. Burson, N. llJims.'vv, Wm. Jessce, I. N. Mace. 
{?.{) I. N. Mace, II. Mnxzy. 

(35) .J. M. Dunn, A. Wiiite, E. G. Macey, J. A. Wtikefiekl. 

(SB) J. M. Dunn, J. C. Dunn, A. White. 

{?>!) N. Ranisav. 

(.•JS) .J. C. Dunn, A. White. 

(Sy) A. Wintc. 

(40) U. liurson. 

(41) II. I5nrp.on, I. N. Mace, H. Muzzy, "Wm. Jessee, J. A. Wakefield. 

(42) H. Biirson. 

(43) H. Jones, J. A. Wakefield. 

(44) Dimiel Woodgou, 

(45) F. E. Lahy. 
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mid rainpinp; nnlil tho day of election. (1) Tlio iii|;'ht. Lefovo tlio 
flection, 200 men Avcro sent, tor fVoiii the eiim])or tlie I\l.is.souriuns at. 
Liiwren('0.(2) On the morniti}^ ol' the election, before tlie polls were 
o])eiied, soin(! oCM) or 400 Mis.^ouriim.s and otliers collected in tho yard 
alxiut tlie li(»nse ot'ThonniH Stinson. where the election was to he held, 
armed with 1>owie-knivem, revolver.s, and clubs. (ii) They said tliey 
c'inne to vote and whip the damned Yankees, and would vote without 
heinii; sworn. ('I.) Some said they caine to have a fight, and wanted 
one. (5) 

Coh)riel Samuel IT. Woodson , of Independence, Missouri, was in the 
room of the judges when they arrived, preparing poll-hooks and tally* 
liwts, and remained there during the attempts to organize. (6) The room 
of the judges wa^s also filled by many of these strangers. (7) Tl)o 
ju<lp;es could not agree concerning the oath to he taken by themselvcH, 
ati(l the oatli to be administered by the voters ; Mr. l^urgess desiring 
t^i administer the oath prescribed by the governor, and the other two 
judges opposing it. (8) During the discu.ss;ion between the judges, 
which histed ibr some time, the crowd outside became excited and 
noisy, threatening and cursing Mr. Burgess, the iree-8tatc judge. (0) 
Persons were sent at diflerent times by the crowd outside into tiie 
room where the judges were with threatening messages, especially 
against Sir. Ihirgess, and at last ten minutes were given them to or- 
jrani/.e in or I'eave ; and, as tlie time passed, })ersons outside would 
cull out the number of mi-nutes left, with threats against Burgess it' 
lie (lid not agree to organize. (10) At the end of that time the judges, 
not being able to organize, left the room, and the crowd proceeded to 
elect new judges and carry on the election. (11) 

The free-State men generally left tho ground without voting, 
fitnting that there was no use in their voting there. (12) The polls 
wore so crowded during t?lie first part of the day that the citizens 
could not get up to the window to vote (IS) Threats were made 
against the free-State men. (14) In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. Gil- 
patrick was attacked and driven off by the mob. (15) A man, by some 
called "Texas," made a speech to the crowd, urging them to vote, 
and to remain on the ground until the polls were closed, for fear the 
" al)olitionisls"' would come there in the afternoon and overpower 
llicni, and thus they w^ould lose all their trouble. (1(1) 



(inv. A. M. Viin,:xhfin, M. J. Mitchell, John Ix)ng. 

(2) II , i;. r.iirp.'HH. 

(.11 Ui'v. }{. !5. l'.nrj;css, Cliarlcs Jonrdan, James Hickey, Ix;\vis 0. "Wiiniarth. D. II. 
l!"ni,., .J. :\r. .Airrriaiii. W. 11. lk>-ix.s, W. A. U. Vauglian. 
ifi.Inijn L<.ini:. L. 0. Wiliiiarth, George ilolinos. 

I.. <}. Wihnailh. 
Mil lu'v. U. b. JJiu'^css, John Liong, George Holmcfi. 
[h If. R r>urgcss. " 
^'^)31. I'.iirgcss, George Holmes. 
O'l n. i'.. llurgc'.-^s, Joliu Ixjng. I). IT. TTorno. 
(10(11. J!. I'Mii -txss, Cliarles iuur<.!an, I). H. Home. 
(Hi 11. 1'. I'.ingfs.s, Charles Jourdan, J. M. Merriam, George Holmes, 
v'-' H. I'l. ]!urgr,-<.s, 0. Jourdan, J, M. Merrian. 
(l.'i) L. (). Wihiiarth. 
(I f) ('. .Iimrdan. 

(l."l) .Illlitl Ia,J)-^. 

^lOi Cliailf:* .l-.urdf.n, James Hiekey, D. H. Ilorue. 

H. Rep. 200 -2 
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For nialcing an nfliilavit in a proteflt againflt this election, Retting 
forth ll»e fuotB, Mr. BnrgoHH was inaick-d by tlio grand jnry Tor per- 
jury ; whidi itulietnient was i'oumX more than fil'teen months a^o, and 
'is Mlill peniling, Mr. Durgess never luiving^ been inlbrfiicd wlio his 
aeeiiser was, or what was the testimony against him. (17) 

A largo majority, fonr to one, of tlio actual settlers ol' that district 
were free-Htat'e men, (18) and there cannot be the least doubt that if 
none but the actual settlers of the district had voted at that election 
the free-State candidates would liave been elected. Tlie number of 
legal voters in the district, according to the census returns, were 101. 
The total number of votes cast were 372, and of these but 32 are on 
the census returns; and, from the testimony and records, we are 
satisfied that not over forty legal votes were cast at that election. 

Fourth District. 

A body of armed Missonrians came into the district previous to the 
election, and camped there. (1) Before the time arrived for oi)ening 
the jioUs, the Missourians went to another than the house appointed 
for the election, and one of the judges appointed by the governor and 
two chosen by the Missonrians proceeded to open the polls and carry 
on the election. (2) The Missourians said tbat none but pro-slavery 
men should vote, and threatened to shoot any free-8tate men who 
■would come up to vote. (3) Mr. Mockbee, one of the judges elected by 
the Missonrians, had a store near the boundary fixed by the proclama- 
tion of the governor, Avhile he cultivated alarm in Missouri, where his 
family lived, (4) and while his legal residence is there, and is now. 

The Missourians also held a side election for governor of the Terri- 
tory, voting for Thomas Johnson, of iShawnee Mission. (5) The free- 
State men finding the polls under the control of non-residents, refused 
to vote and did not vote. (6) They constituted a decided majority of 
the actual settlers. (7) A protest, signed by a majority of tlie residents 
of the district, was sent to the governor . (8) The whole number of voters 
in this district, according to the census returns, were 47 ; the number of 
votes cast \vere 80, of whom but 15 were residents. The number of resi- 
dents whose names are on the census rolls, who did not vote, were3'2. 

Fifth District. 

For some days prior to the election, companies of men were organ- 
ized in Jackson, Cass, and Clay counties, Missouri, for the purpose of 



(17) H. B. Burgess. 

(18) H. B. Bnrgess. 

(1) Perry Fuller, Ptiter Bafisinger. 

(2) Pt-rry Fuller, Win. Moore, J. F. Javens. 
(.3) J, V. Javens. 

(4) William Moore, J. F. Javens, Tl.iom.as Mockbee. 

(5) Perry Fuller. William Moore. 

(6) J. F. JavoTis, Thomas Mockbee. 

(7) Perrv Fiillor. W. Moore, J. F. Javenc. 

(8) Perry Fuller, J F. Javens^ 
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cnming to the Territory and voting in the fifth district. (1) Tho day 
previous to the election, «omo 400 or 500 MisHourianis, ftrnuMl with 
guns, ])i8iol8, and knives, came into the Territory and camped at Bull 
croi'lv, and on the Pottawatomie creek. (2) 

On tlie evening before the election, Judge Hamilton, of tho Cass 
coutity court, Missouri, came from the Pottawatomie Creek camp to 
Bull Creek camp for GO more Missourians, as they had not enough 
tliere to render the election certain, and they went down there with 
hini.(:i) 

On the evening before the election, Dr. B. 0. Westfall was selected 
to act as one of the judges of election in the Bull Creek precinct, in place 
of one of the judges appointed by the governor, who, it was said, 
would not be there the next day. (4) Dr. Westfall was at that time a 
citizen of Jackson county, Missouri. (5) On the morning of the elec- 
tion the polls for Bull Creek precinct were opened, and, without swear - 
ing the judges, they proceeded to receive the votes of all who olFered 
to vote. For the sake of appearances, the judges would get «ome one 
to come to the window and offer to vote, and when asked to be sworn 
he would pretend to get angry at the judges, and would go away, and 
his name would be put down as having offered to vote, but " rejected, 
refdsing to be sworn." This arrangement was made previously, and 
was perfectly understood by the judges. (6) But few of tVie residents of 
the district were present at the election, and only 13 voted. (7) The 
number of votes cast in the precinct was 393. One Missourian voted for 
himself, and then voted for his little son but 10 or 11 years old. (8) 
Colonel Coffee, Henry Younger, and Mr. Lykins, who were voted for 
and elected to the legislature, were residents of Missouri at that 
time. (9) 

After the polls were closed the returns were made out, and a man 
claiming to he a magistrate certified on them, that he had sworn the 
judges of election before opening the polls. (10) 

In the Pottawatomie precinct the Missourians attended the election, 
and after threatening Mr. Chestnut, the only judge present appointed 
by the governor, to induce him to resign, they proceeded to elect two 
other judges, one a Missourian and the other a resident of anotlier pre- 
cinct of that district. The polls were then opened, and all the Mis- 
sourians were allowed to vote without being sworn. After the polls 
were closed, and the returns made out for the signatures of the judges, 
Mr. Chestnut refused to sign them, as he did not consider them cor- 
rect returns of legal voters. Colonel Coffee, a resident of Missouri, but 
elected to the Kansas legislature from that district at that election , 
endeavored, with others, to induce Mr. Chestnut by threats to sign the 



(1) Dr. B. C. "Westfall, Joseph M. Gearhart. ' 

(2) Dr. B. C. Westfall, Jesse W. WUson, J, M. Gearhart. 

(3) Dr. B. C. Westfall. 

(4) Dr. B. C. Westfall. 

(5) Dr. B. C. Westfall, J. W. Wilson. 

(6) Di. B. C. Westfall. 

(7) J. W. Wilson. 

m Dr. B. C. Westfall. 

(9) Dr. B. C. Westfall, J. M. Gearhart. 

(10) Dr. B. C. Westfall. 
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return, •wliicli he rcfiiKod to do, and left tlio honso. On hh vray 
lionic ho wns fired ivt by Homo Missourhms, lhoii<z;h not injnrod.Hl) 
There were three illegal to one kgal vote given there that day. (12) 

At the Big ISngar preelnrjt, the judges a])pointed by the governor 
met at the time a])})ointed, and ])roceeded to open the polls, after being 
duly Hworn. After a few votes had ^ een received, a party of MiHHoiiri- 
anH came into the yard of the houHO where the eleetion was held, and 
unloading a wagon filled with arms, stacked their guns in the yard, 
and came np to tlie window and demanded to be allowed to vote. Two 
of the judges decided to receive their votes; whereupon the third judge, 
Mr. J. M. Arthur, resigned, and another was chosen in his place. 
Col. Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a candidate for and elected to 
the Territorial council, was present, and voted in this precinct. Ho 
claimed that all Missourians who were i)reRent on the day of election 
•were entitled to vote. But 30 or 40 of the citizens of the precinct 
were present, and many of them did .not vote. (13) 

At the Little Sugar precinct the election seemed to have been con- 
ducted fairly, and there a free-State majority was polled. (14) From 
the testimony the whole district appears to have been largely free- 
State ; and had none but actual settlers voted, the Iree-State candi- 
dates would have been elected by a large majority. 

From a careful examination of the testimony and the records, we 
find that from 200 to 225 legal votes were polled out of 885 — the total 
nun)ber given in the four precincts of that district. Of the legal 
votes cast the free-State candidates received 152. 

Sixth Disthict. — Fort Scott. 

A company of citizens of Missouri, mostly of Bates county, came 
into this district the day before the election, some camping, and others 
putting up at the public house. (1) They numbered from 100 to 200,(2) 
and came in wagons and on horseback, carrying their provisions and 
tents with them, and were generally, armed with pistols. They de- 
clared their purpose to vote, and claimed the right to do so. They 
went to the polls, generally, in small bodies, with tickets in their 
hands, .and many, if not all, voted. In some places they declared 
they had voted, and gave their reasons for so doing. Mr. Anderson, 
a pro-slavery candidate for the legislature, endeavored to dissuade the 
non-residents from voting, because he did not wish the election con- 
tested. (3) This person, however, insisted upon voting, and upon his 
right to vote, and did so. No one was challenged or sworn, and all 
voted who desired to. Out of 350 votes cast not over 100 were legal, 
and but 64 of these are found in the census taken one month before 
by Mr. Barber, the candidate for council. Many of the free-State 
men did not vote ; but your committee are satisfied that of the 

(11) Wm. Chestnut. 

(12) Wm. Chestnut. 
(Hi) .lames ISlcArthur. 
(14) S. W. Bouton. 

(1) John Hamilton. 

(2) John Hamilton, E. B. Cook, F. B. Arnett. 

(3) Joseph C. Anderson. 
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le|!,'al votoH cast iho pro-slavoiy carulidates rocciveil a majority. Mr. 
Andurson, oiio oCtlicHo candidutCH, wan an unmarried man, who camo 
into tlio district from Missouri a low days Leiorc the oloction, and 
boarded at the public bouso until the day after the election, lie tben 
took with him the poll-lists, and did not return to Fort 8cott until 
tlu; occasion of a burbacuo, tbo week belbre tlie election of October 1, 
1855. He voted at tbat election, and after it left, and has not since 
been in the district. S. A. Williams, tbe other pro-slavery candidate, 
at tbe time of tlie election had a claim in tbe Territory, but hia legal 
reisidence was not there until after the election. 

Seventh District. 

From 200 to 300 men from the State of Missouri came, in wagons 
or on horseback, to the election ground at Switzer's ci'cek, in the 
second district, and encamped near the polls, on tlie day preceding tbo 
election. They were amed with pistols and other weapons, and de- 
clared their purpose to vote, in order to secure the election of pro- 
slavery members. They said they were disai)poinied in not finding 
more Yankees there, and that they had brought more men than were 
necessary to counterbalance their vote. A number of them wore 
badges of bluo ribbon, with a motto, and the company were under the 
direction of leaders. They declared their intention to conduct them- 
eelves peacefully, unless the residents of the Territory attempted to 
stop them from voting. Two of the judges of election appointed by 
Governor Keeder refused to serve, whereupon two others were ap- 
pointed in their stead by the crowd of Missourians who surrounded 
the polls. The newly appointed judges refused to take the oath pre- 
scribed by Governor Reeder, but made one to suit themselves. An- 
drew Johnson requested the voters to swear if he had a claim in the 
Territory, and if he had voted in another district. The judges did not 
take the oath prescribed, but were sworn to receive all legal votes. 
The Missourians voted without being sworn ; they supported H. J. 
Stickler lor council and M. W. McGee for representative ; they left 
the evening of election ; some of them started on horseback for Law- 
reuce, as they said they could be there before night, and all returned the 
way they came. The census list shows 53 legal voters in the district. 
253 votes were cast ; of these 25 were residents, 17 of whom were in 
the district when the census was taken. (1) Some of the residents 
present at the polls did not vote, declaring it useless. Candidates de- 
clined to run on the free-State ticket, because they were unwilling to 
run the risk of so imequal a contest, it being known that a great 
many are coming up from Missouri to vote. (2) Nearly all the settlers 
were free-State men, and 23 of the 25 legal votes given were cast for 
the only free-State candidate running. Mobillon McGee, who was de- 
clared elected representative, had a claim — a saw-mill and a house — 
in the Territory, and he w'as there part of the time. But his legal 
residence is novr and was then near Westport, in Missouri, where he 
owns and '.conducts a valuable farm, and where his family resides. 

(1) Jiiines A. Stewart, M. JJ. Rose. 
,(2) \V. F. JohuBOQ.. 
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Eighth Dlstuict. 

This wan attnchcd to tliu sevcntli district for n moniLor of the coim- 
cil and a rej)r('HonliitiYe, and itw vote was controlled by the illegal votes 
cant there. Tlie censuH showB 3y votes in it j 37 votes were cast, of 
whom u majority voted the free-State ticket. 

Ninth Distiuct. 

Fort Riley and Pawnee are in this district. The latter place was 
selected hy the governor as the temporary capital, and he designed 
there to expend the sums appropriated hy Congress in the construc- 
tion of suitable houses for the legislature. A good deal of building 
was then being done at the fort near by. For these reasons a number 
of mechanics, mostly from Pennsylvania, came into the district in 
March, 1855, to seek employment. Some of these voted at the election. 
The construction of tlie capital was first postponed, then abandoned, 
and finally the site of the town was declared by the Secretary of War 
to be witliin the military reservation of Fort Riley. Some of the 
inhabitants returned to the States, and some went to other points of 
the Territory. Your committee find that they came as settlers, intend-; 
ing to remain as such, and were entitled to vote.(l.) 

Tenth District. 

In this district ten persons belonging to the Wyandott tribe of 
Indians voted. They wore of that class who under the law were 
entilled to vote, but their residence was in Wyandott village, at the 
mouth of the Kansas river^ and they had no right to vote in this 
district. They voted the pro-slavery ticket, (2.) Eleven men, recently 
from Pennsylvania, voted the free-State ticket. From the testimony, 
they had not, at tlie time of the election, soeetablished their residence 
as to have entitled them to vote. (3.) In both tiiese classes of cases 
the judges examined the voters under oath, and allowed them to vote, 
and in all respects the election seems to have been conducted friendly. 
The rejection of both would not have changed the result. This and 
the eighth election district formed one representative district, and 
was the only one to which the invasion from Missouri did not extend. 

Eleventh Distiuct. 

The 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th election districts being all separately 
settled, were attached together in a council district, and the 11th. and 
12th as representative districts. This election district is sixty miles 
north from Pawnee, and one himdred and fifty miles from Kansas 
City. It is the northwest settlement in the Territory, and contained, 
when the census was taken, but thirty -six inhabitants, of whom twen- 
ty-four were voters. There was on the day of election no white set- 

(1) Andrew McConncH, R. W. Wilson, A. H. Reeder. 

(2) M. A. Giirrutt. Joseph Stew.'irt. 

(3) M. J. Osborne, Isaac S. Hiiscall. 
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tlemcnt about MarysvUlo, tlio place of voting, for forty liiiles, except 
that Marwhall & Bishoj) kept a Htoro and ferry at the crossing of tho 
Big Bliij. and the California road. (4) Your counnitteo were unable 
to procure witneases from this district. Persons who were present at 
the election were duly suinnionod by an officer, and among them waa 
F. J. Marshall, the member of the House from that district. On his 
return, tlie officer was arrested and detained, and persons bearing the 
names of some of the witnesses summoned were stoi)ped near Leconip- 
tou, and did not appear before the committee., The returns show 
that, in defiance of the governor's proclamation, the voting was 

viva voce" instead of hy ballot. Three hundred and twenty-eight 
names appear upon the poll-books as voting, and, by comparing these 
names with those ou the census-rolls, we find that but seven of the 
latter voted. The person voted for as representative (F. J. Marshall) 
was chief owner of the store at Marysville, and was there sometimes, (5) 
but his family lived in Weston, Mo. John Donaldson, the can- 
didate voted for the council, then lived in Jackson county, Mo.(()) 

On the day after the election Mr. Marshall, with twenty-five or 
thirty men from Weston, Mo., was on tbe way from Marysville to 
the State. Some of the party told a witness who had formerly re- 
sided at Weston, that they were up at Marysville, and carried the 
day for Missouri, and that they had voted about one hundred and fifty 
votes. Mr. Marshall paid the bill at that point for the party. 

There does not appear to have been any emigration into that dis- 
trict in March, 1855, after the cen&us was taken ; and, judging from 
the best test in the power of your committee, there were but seven 
legal votes cast in the district, and t'hree hundred and twenty-one 
illegal. 

Twelfth District. 

The election in this district was conducted fairly. No complaint 
was made that illegal votes were cast. 

Thirteenth District. 

Previous to the day of election several hundred Missourians from 
Platte, Clay, Boone, Clinton, and Howard counties, came into the 
district in wagons and on horseback, and camped there. (1) They 
were armed with guns, revolvers, and bowie-knives, and had badges 
of hemp in their button-holes and elsewhere about their persons, (2) 
They claimed to have a right to vote from the fact that they were 
there on the ground, and had, or intended to make claims in the Ter- 
ritory, although their families were in Missouri. (3) 

The judges appointed by the governor opened the polls, and somi> 



(i.) Augustus Taker. 
(5.) Augustus Buker. 
(8.) T. E. D'Avis. 

(1.) T. B. Ross, W. n. Godmn, Dr. James Noble, T. A. Minard, Charles Hardh. 
(2.) T. B. Ross, W. H. Godwia. 
(3,0 T. B. Ross, Dr. J. Noble. 
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])»;rHonH ofTert'd to vote ; and when tlicir votes wore rejected on the 
j^roiind tliat they were not rewidontB of the district, tlie crowd threut- 
eiH'd to tear tlio house down if the judgeH did not leave. (4) 

The judges then witlidrew, taking the poll-hooks witli them. (5) . 
Tlio crowd then proceeded to select other persons to act as judges, 
and the election went on.(O) Those persons voting who were sworn 
were ankcd if they considered themselves residents of the district, and 
if the}' said they did they were allowed to vote. (7) But few of tho 
residents were present and voted, ^8) and the free-State men, as a 
general thing, did not vote. (9) Alter tho Missoiirians got through 
voting, they returned home. (10) 

A fojmal return was made by the judges of election, setting out 
the fact, but it was not verilied. Tho number of legal voters in this 
district was ninety-six, of whom o. majority were free-State men ; ot 
the legal voters 12 voted. The total number of votes cast was 239. 

Fourteenth District. 

It was generally rumored in the district for some days before the 
election that the Missourians were coming over to vote.(l) Previous 
to the election, men from Missouri came into the district and elec- 
tioneered for the pro-slavery candidates, (2) General David R. Atchi- 
son and a party controlling the nominations in one of the primary 
elections. (3) 

Ban' OaJi p7'ecinct.— Several hundred Missourians from Buchanan,. 
Platte, and Andrew counties, Missouri, including a great many ot 
t!\o i)rorainent citizens of St. Joseph's, came into this precinct the 
dfiy before and on the day of election in wagons and on horses^, and 
caTnped there. (4) Arrangements were made for them to cross the 
ferry at St. Joseph's free of expense to themselves. (5) They were 
armed with bowie-knives and pistols, guns and rifles. (6) On the 
morning of the election the free-State candidates resigned in a Ixxly 
on account of tho presence of the large number of armed Missourians,. 
at which the crowd cheered and hurrahed. (7) General B. F. String- 
fellow was present and was prominent in promoting the election ol 
the pro-slavery ticket, as was also the Hon. Willard P. Hall and 



(4.) T B. Ross, Charles Hardh, N. B. Sharp. 
(5.) T. B. R<5ss, C. Hartlh. 

(0.) T. B. Ross, W. II. Godwin. Dr. J. Noble, R. Chandler, T. A. Minard, C. Hardja, 
G. M. Dyer, 0. B. Tebbs. 
(7.) R. Chandler. 
(8.) T. B. Ross, Dr. J. Noble. 

(9) T. B. Ross, Dr. J. Noble, R. Chandler, C. llardh, O. B. Tobbs. 

(10) T. B, Ross, Dr. .7. Noble. 

(1) Benj. HanJing:, John II. Whitehead, Alfred Larzelier. 

(2) Benj. Hardinfi", Willard P. Hall, Dr. G. A. Cutler. 
(;',) Dr. G. A. Cutler. 

(4) A. A. Jamieson, W. P. Richard.son, Benj. Harding, J. IT. "\\liit<.'licad- J. R. Carter, 
A. I.;u-7A'li( r, Wilhird P. Hall. B. II. Brock, C. W. Stewart, A. 11. Mitcliell, II. S. Croel 
G. W. tiiilespie. 

(5) li. Dillon, G. W. Gillespie. 

(6 1 A. A. Jimiii son, Willard P. Hall, C. W. Stewart. 

(1) A. A. Jamieson. W. P. Richardson, Benj. Harding, J. H. Wliituhead, A. Larzelier, 
W. P. Hall, T. P. Blair. 
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otIicM'a of tlio rnoHt, promliKMit citiV.ciiH of St. JoHopirn, Mi»Kouri.(8) 
]{ut Olio of tho jud^'UM of election njjpointed by the {.^[overiior H(n'ved tni 
lliittdiiy, and the crowd cIioho two others to supjjly tlie viicaiicieH.C.J) 
The Mist'ourians said tli(;y came there to vote for atid carry tho 
('lc(i(ioti for Major W. P. .liicliardBon.(lO) Major Kichardsoii, elected 
to tho council, liad had a farm in MisHonri, where his wife and daugh- 
Uir lived with hiw son-in-law, Willard P. Hall, he himself }j;enerally 
goinji; home to Missouri every Saturday night. The farm was gen- 
erally known as the llichardson farm, lie had a claim in the Terri- 
tory upon which was a saw-mill, and where he generally remained 
(luring the week. (11.) Some of the Missourians gave as their reason 
for voting that they had heard that eastern emigrants were to he at 
that election, (12) thougii no eastern emigrants were there. (115) Oth- 
ers said they were going to vote for the pur])oso of niaking Kansas a 
bIuvo State. (14) Some claimed that they had a right to vote under 
the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, from tlie fact that they 
were present on the ground on the day of election. (15) The free- 
State men generally did not vote,(lG) and those who did vote, voted 
gon(3rally i'or John H. Whitehead, pro-slavery, for council, against 
Major W. P. Richardson, and did not vote at all for members of the 
border town. (17) The parties were pretty nearly equally divided in 
the district, some being of opinion that the free-State party had a 
small majority, (18) and otliers that the pro-slavery party had a small 
iniijority.(18) After the election was over and the polls were closed, 
the Missourians returned home. During the day they had provisions 
and liquor served out free of expense to all. (19) 

Jjomjihcm jorccinct. — The evening before the election some 200 
or more Missourians from Platte, Buchanan, Saline, and Clay 
counties, Missouri, came into this precinct, with tents, music, wagons, 
and provisions, and armed with guns, rifles, pistols, and bov ie-knives, 
and camped about two miles from the place of voting. (20) They 
said they came to vote-, to make Kansas a slave State, and intended to 
roturn to Missouri after they had voted. (21) On the morning of the 
election the judges appointed by the governor would not serve, and 
others were chosen by the crowd. (22) 

The Missourians were allowed to vote without being sworn, (23) 

(H) A. A. Jamieson, W. P. Ilidiardson, J. H. Whitehead, W. P. Hall. 

(f ) A. A. Jamieson, Benj. Harding, J. H. Whitehead, A. Larzelior, 0. Hulan. . 

(H)) A. A. Jamieson, VV. P. Hall. 

(11) A. A. .lamieson, W. P. raehavdson, W. P. Hall. 

(12) W. P. Richardson, J. H. Whitehead, J. R. Carter, W, P. HaU, A. M. MitcheU, H. 
S. Creel. 

(l:^') 1?. Harding, J. H. Whitehead, J. R. Cartor, W. P. Hall. 

(1!) W. P. Hall, H. S. Creel. 

(1"') ]?. H. Brock, C. W. Stowart, H. S. Creel. 

(I'll A. A. Janicisou, AV. P. Richardson, J. H. WTaitehead, A. Larz«lier, C W. S. Creel 
(I ' ) \V. P. Richardson, C. B. Whitehead. 

A. A. Jamieson, B. Harding, A. Larzelier, C. W. St^fwart. 
(|si W. I'. Richardson, J. H. Whitehead, W. P. Hall, Thomas W. Waterston, J. P Blair, 
(i'-n V.-. p. Richardson, G. W. Gillespie. 

(20) Uicliard 'luck, Eli Hamilton, John Landis, Luthor Dickersou, J. W. Beattie, David 

(2! ) R. Tuck, L. Dickerson, J. W. Boattie. 

(22) R. Tink, E. Hamilton, J. Landis. 

(23) li. IVick, E. Hamilton, David Fizey. 
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some of them voting as many aw eiglit or nine limes ; chanjpfing tlieir 
hats and coats, and giving in difibrent names each time (124) After 
they had voted, tliey returned to Missouri. ^25) The tree-State men 
generally did not vote, (26) though constituting a majority in tlie pre- > 
cinct.(27) Upon counting the ballots in the box. and the names on 
the poll-lists, it was found that there were too many ballots, (27) and 
one of the judges of election took out ballots enough to make tlie two 
members correspond. (28) 

yVolf River precinct. — But few Missonrians were present in this pre- 
cinct, though some of tliem threatened one- of the judges because he 
refused to receive their votes ; and when ho resigned anotlier was 
chosen in his place, who consented to receive their votes. (2'.)) 

Protests were drawn up against the elections in the various precincts 
in the 14th district, but on account of threats that greater numbers of 
Missoui ians would be at a new election, should it be called, and of 
personal violence to those who should take part in the protest, it was 
not presented to the governor ;(iiO) Major Richardson, the pro-slavery 
candidate for council, threatening Dr. Cutler, the free-State candidate, 
that if he contested the election he and his office should be ])ut in the 
Missouri river. (31) The number of voters in this district by the 
census was 334 ; of these , 124 voted. The testimony shows that quite 
» lumber of persons whose legal residence was in the popular county 
't Buchanan^ Missouri, on the opposite side of the river, had claims 
in the Territory. Some ranged cattle, and others marked out their 
claim and built a cabin, and sold this incipient title when they could. 
They wore not residents of the Territory in any just or legal sense. 
A number of settlers removed into the district in the month of March. 
Your committee are satisfied, after a careful analysis of the records 
and testimonv, that the number of legal votes cast did not exced 200 
out of 727. 

Fifteenth District. 

The election in this district was held at the house of Mr. Hayes. 
On the day of election a crowd of from 400 to 500 men(l) collected 
around the polls, of which the great body were citizens of Missouri. 

One of the judges of election in his testimony(2) states that the , 
strangers commenced crowding around the polls, and that then the 
residents left. Threats were made before and during the election 
day that there should be no free-State candidates, although there were 
nearly or quite as many free-State as pro-slavery men resident in the 
district ; most of the crowd were drinking and carousing, cursing the 
abolitionists, and threatening the only free-State judge of election. A 



(21) R. Tnck. 

(25) R. Tuck, E. Hamilton, J. Landis, L. Dickcrson. 

(26) John Lantlis. 

(27) R. Tuck. .John Landis, E. Hamilton, J. F. Foreman 

(28) E. Hiimilton. 

(29) Dr. G. A. Cutler. 

(30) Dr. G. A. Cutler, John Lfindis, A. A. Jamieson. 

(31) Dr. G. A. Cutler. 

(1) T. B. Crane, .Joseph Potter. 

(2) E. R. Zimmerman. 
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mnjority of tlioso who voted wore liemp in their button-holes, (3) and 
tiieir ])a88vvord was, AU v\^\\t on tlie liemp." Many of the Missou- 
rians were known and are named hy the Avitnosses. 8(;veral Bpeechea 
Avcrc made hy thoni at the polls ; and among those who spoke wero 
Major Oliver, one of your committee, Col. Burns, and Lahan Williams, 
of rUitte county. Major Oliver urged upon all present to use no harsli 
words, and expressed the hope that nothing would bo said or done to 
wotmd the feelings of the most sensitive on the other side. He gavo 
Bonie grounds, hased on the Missouri compromise, in regard to tho 
right of voting, and was understood to excuse the Missourians for 
voting. Your committee arc satisfied that he did not vote. Colonel 
Burns recommended all to vote. They came to vote, and he hoped 
that none would go home without voting. Some of the pro-slavery 
residents were much dissatisfied at the interference witli their rights 
by the Missourians, and for that reason, and because reflection con- 
vinced them that it would be better to have Kansas a free State, they 
that day " fell over the fence. "(4) 

Tiie judges required the voters to take an oath that they were actual 
residents. They objected at first, some saying they had a claim, 
or held a claim, or owned a claim, or I am here ;" but tho free-State 
judge insisted upon the oath, and his associates, who at first were dis- 
posed to waive it, coincided with him, and the voters all took it after 
some grumbling. One said he cut him some poles and laid them in 
the shape of a square, and that made him a claim ; and another said 
that he had cut a few sticks of wood, and that made him a claim. 
The free-State men did not vote, although they believed their number 
to be equal to the pro-slavery settlers, and some elsiimed that they had 
the majority. They were deterred by threats thrown out by the Mis- 
sourians, before and on the day of election, from putting up candidates; 
and none were run, for the reason that there was a credited rumor 
prevailing that the Missourians would control the election. The free- 
State judge was threatened with expulsion from the polls, and a young 
man thrust a pistol into the window through which the votes were 
received. The whole number of votes cast was 417 ; of the names on 
the poll-book but 62 are on the census rolls, and the testimony shows 
that but a small portion, estimated by a witness at one-fourth of the 
legal voters, voted. Your committee estimate the number of legal 
votes at 80. One of the judges refused to certify to the governor that 
the election was fairly conducted. It was not contested because no 
one would take the responsibility of doing it, as it was not considered 
safe, and that if another election was had the residents would fare no 
better. 

Sixteenth District. 

For some time previous to the election, meetings were held and 
arrangements made in Missouri to get up companies to come over to 
tUe Territory and vote ;(1) and the day before and the day of elec- 



(3) E, R. Zimmerman, Joseph Potter. 

(4) K E. Zimmerman. 

(1) H. Miles Moore, A. McAuley, L. Kerr. 
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tion laryio l)o(lics of Missouriana from rintie, Cliiy, Tiny, Chariton, 
Canol, (Jlintori, and Saline couiiticH, Missouri, canio into tliin dlHtrict 
and c;ain|»i'd there;. (2) Tliey were armed Avitli piKtols, l)owic-kniv(.\s, 
and some witli ^nnH and rilleH,(:i) and had bailgen of hemp in their 
hutton-lioles and elHewhero about tlieir i)erHons.(4) 

On the moi'ning of the election tliere were from 1,000 to ],-100 per- 
sons present on the ground. (5) 

I'revious to tlu3 election ]\IisHonrianH enden.vored to persuade the two 
free-!State judges to resign hy nnilving threats of ])ers()nal violence t^ 
them ;(()) one of whom resigned on the morning of tiie eU^ction, and 
the crowd choso another to till lii.s place. (7) But one of the judges — 
the free-State judge — would take the oath prcscrihed by the governor, 
the other two deciding that they had no right to swear any one who 
offered to vote, but that all on the ground were entitled to vote. (8) 
The only votes refused were some Delaware Indians, some thii'ty 
Wyandott Indians being allowed to vote.(y) One of the free-Stato 
candidates withdrew in consequence of the presence of the Missouri- 
ans, amid cheering and acclamation by the mob. (10) During the 
day the steamboat New Lucy came down from Weston, Missouri, 
with a large number of Missourians on board, who voted, and thcii 
returned on the boat. (11) 

The Ivlissourians gave as a reason for tlieir coming over to vote, that 
the North had tried to force emigration into the Territory, and they 
wanted to counteract that movement. (12) Sorne of the candidates, 
and many of the Missourians, took the ground that, under the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act, all who were on the ground on the day of election 
were entitled to vote;(13) and others, that laying out a town and 
taking a lot, or driving down stakes^ even on another man's claim, 
gave them a right to vote; (14) and one of the members of the coun- 
cils, K. 11. Eees, declared in his testimony that he who should jjut a 
ditferent construction upon the law must be either a knave or a fool. 
The free-State men generally did not vote at that election, (15) and 
no newly-arrived eastern emigrants were there. (16) 

The free-State judge of election refused to sign the returns until the 
words "by lawful resident" voters were stricken out, which, was done, 



(2) Dcavid Brown, F. A. ILirt, G. F. Warren, R. R. Eees, A. Russell, P. R. Orr, L. J. 
Eiistin, A. Fislicr, M. France, H. M. Moore. 

(3) D. Brown, F. A. Hart, G. F. Warrcii, A. PLsher, H. M. Moore, W. G. Matthias. 

(4) F. A. Hart, L. J. Eastin, M. France, W. H. Adams, I£. M. Moore. 

(5) F. A. Hart, T. A. Minard, G. F. Warren, R. R. Recs, A J. Pattie, W. G. MattUias. 
(C) D. P)rown, M. France. 

(7) D. Brown, F. A. Hart, M. France. 

(8) 31. France. 

(9) M. France. 

(10) F. A. Hart, L. J. Eastin, W. H. Adams. 

(11) LX Brown, F. A. Hart, T. A. Minard, G. F. Warren, E. R. Rces, L. J. Eastin, A. 
U\ Kyle. D. J. Johnson, M. France, A. J. Pattie, H. M. Moore. 

(12) K. R. Kecs, L. J. Etistin, W. H. Adams, II. M. Moore. 

(13) D. Brown, T. C. Minard, E. F. WaiTcn, R. R. Rees, II. M. Moore. 

(14) D. Brown, F. A. Hart. 

(1,5) D. Brown, T. G. Minard, G, F. Warren, F. A. Hart, M. France, H. M. Moore. 
(16) L. J. Eiistin, M. Frojice, W. H. Adams. 
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ami tlu) roiurns made in tlint way. (1,7) Tlio election was cnntosted, 
and a new eleolion ordered by the governor ibr the 22d oi" May. 

The teHtimony in divided as to the rehitivo streui^th of })artie.s in tho 
district. The whole nmnher of voterH in tho dintrict acooi-dlng to tho 
ceiiHUH returns was 385, and accordiii<jj to a very carel'uUy-propared 
list of voters, prepared by tlie pro-shivery cundithites and other ]>ro- 
shivery men a low days ])reviou8 to the election, there were IU)5 voters 
in tlie district, including those who had claims but did not live on 
theui.(18) Tlio whole number of votes cast was 904 ; of those nn.nied 
on the census 100 voted. Your committee, u])on careful examination, 
are fiatisfied that not over 150 legal votes were cas^^, leaving 814 ille- 
gal votes. 

Seventeenth District. 

Tlic election in this district seems to have been fairly conducted, 
and not contested at all. In this district the pro-slavery party had 
the inajority. 

Etghteentii Distuict. 

Previous to the election Gen. David K. Atchison, of Platte City, 
Missouri, got up a company of Missourians, and passing through 
Weston, Missouri, (1) went over into the Territory. He remained all 
night at tho house of Arnett Grooms, and there exhibited his arms, of 
which he had an abundance. He proceeded to the Nemaha or 18th 
district. (2) On his way he and his party attended a nominating con- 
vention in the 14th district, and proposed and caused to be nominated 
a set of candidates in opposition to the wishes of the pro-slavery resi- 
d{Mtts of t'le district. (3) At that convention he said that there were 
1,100 cmning over from Platte county, and if that wasn't enough they 
could bring 5,000 more ; that they came to vote and would vote, or 
kill every CI — d d — d abolitionist in the Territory. (4) 

On the day of election the Missourians under Atchison, who were 
eneam[)ed there, came up to the polls in the 18th district and voted, 
taking the oath that they were residents of the district. The Missori- 
rians were all armed with pistols and bowie-knives, and said there 
wore sixty in their company. (5) But seventeen of the votes given 
there were given by citizens of the district. (G) The whole number of 
votes was sixty-two. 11. L. Kirk, one of the candidates, came into 
the district from Missouri about a week before the election and board- 
ed there. (7) lie left after the election, and was not at the time a legal 
I'l'sident of the district in which he was elected. No protest was sent 

(17) I.. J. Eiifttin, M. France, \V. H. Adams. 
(IS) L. ,1. I<:!iRtin, A. McAuley. 

(1) H. Miles Moore. 

(2) Dr. (J. A. Cutler, Axnet Grooms. 

(3) Dr. 0. A. Cutler. 

(4) Dr. (5 A. Cutler. 

(5) I), II. liaker. .John Belew. 
(<)) 1). II. Baker, John Belew. 
(7) John Belew. 
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to the govorwor on accoiint of threats raude against any who should 
dure to onntust the election. (8") 

The Ibllowing tahleH enibody the result of the examination of your 
committee in regard to this election. In some of the districts it was 
impossible to ascertain tlio precise numher ol' legal votes cast, and es- 
pecially in tlie 14th, IStli, and 10th districts. In sucli cases the nuiu- 
uer of legal and illegal votes cast is stated after a careful ro-examina- 
tion of all the testimony and records concerning the election. 

No. 1. 
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Bull Creek 
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Big Sugar Creok 
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Koek Creek 
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(8) Dr. G. A. Cutler. 
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Precincts. 



Lawrence . , 
Cluipinan's . 



Titus's 

BuliO'reek,!!!!!!!! 

Pottawatomie 

Big Sugar Creek. .. 
Little Sugar Creek. 



Kig Bine 

Hock Creek.. , 
Marysville..., 
i^ilver Lake... 
St. Marv's. ., 
Woll River... 
Doniphan...,. 



Burr Oak. 
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Thomas Johnson.. 

Ed. Chapman 

Thomas Johnson.. 

£d. Chapman 

Thomas Johnson.. 

Ed. Chapman 

A. McDonald 

H. S. Stricklcr 

do 

do 

A. M. CotW-.c 

David Lvkins 

A. iVI. Coflee 

David Lvkins 

A. M. Cofl'ee 

David Lvkins , 

A. M. Cbm-c 

David Lykins 

Wm. Barbee , 

John Donaldson.. ., 

do , 

lo , 

do , 

lo 

do 

John W. Foreman. 

do 

do 

VV. I'. Richardson.. 
D. A. M. Grover.... 

R. R. Rees 
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R. R. Recs 

L. J. Easiin 
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Joel K. Goodwin.. 

S. N. Wood 

Joel K. (ioodwin. 

S. N. Wood 

Joel K. Goodwin. 

S. N. Wood 

J. A. Wakefield 
A. McDonald .... 
Wm. F. Johnson. 

Rice 

M. G. Morris 

James P. Fox. 
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Kock Creek 
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\\\>\( I'tivor 



I'rn liavi.-ry candidates. 



A.S.Johnson 

do 

Janie.-i VVliitiock.. 

J. M.Banks 

A. H. Wade 

G. VV. Ward 

I). H. Brown 

I). Croyfdale... 
M. W. Mc(;co.,., 

do 

Jos. V. Anderson.. 
S. A. Wmiiams.... 
VV. A. Haskell. ... 
Allen Wilkinson. . 
Henry Younger. . . 

Sainiiel .Scott 

Wm. A. Haskell ., 
Allen Wilkin.-on.. 
Henry V'oun^cr... 

Samuel Scntt 

Wni. A. Ha.skell... 
Allen Wilkinson.. 
Henry Younger.. . 

Samuel .Seott 

Wni. A. Ihiskoll... 
AUeK Wilkinson.. 
Henry Younger. . . 

Samuel Scott 
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781 
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41 



344 
237 



A. F. Pow<;ll 

(K> 

Jolm Uutfhinson.. 

K. 1). J.add 

V. P. Fowler 
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Your coniiinttee report tho fitllowlng facts not sliown by tlio tablea 

Of tl.ie U,U05 voters niuiKMl in tlie census voWh, 8551 are found on the 
poU-l)oolcs. Some of tlie KeitlcrH -were prevented from attending the 
election by the distanoe of their homes I'rom the polls, but the great 
majority were deterred by tlie o])en avowal that hirge bodies of armed 
MissourlanH wouhl be at tlie poUa to vote, and by the fact that they 
did 80 appcjir and control, the election. The same causes deterred tho 
free-Stotc settlers from running candidates in several districts, and in 
others induced tho candidates to withdraw. 

The poll-books of the 2d and 8th districts were lost, but the proof is 
qii'to clear that in the 2d district there were thirty, and in the 8th 
district thirty-eight legal votes, making a total of eight hundred and 
ninety-eight legal voters of the Territory whose names are on the 
census returns. And yet the proof, in the state in which we are 
obliged to present it, after excluding illegal votes, leaves the total 
vote of 1;410. showing a discrepancy of 512. The di8crei)ancy is ac- 
counted for in two ways : I'irst, the coming in. of settlers before the 
March election, and after the census was taken, or settlers who were 
omitted in tho census ; or, secondly, the disturbed state of the Terri- 
tory while we were investigating the elections in some of the districts, 
thereby preventing us from getting testimony in relation to the names 
of illegal voters at the time of election. 

If the election had been confined to the actual settlers, undeterred 
by the presence of non-residents, or the knowledge that they would be 
present in numbers sufficient to outvote them, the testimony indicates 
that the council would have been composed of seven in favor of making 
Kansas a free State, elected from the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 6th council 
districts. The result in the 8th and 10th, electing three members, 
would have been doubtful, and the Stli, 7 th, and 9tli would have elect- 
ed three pro-slavery members. 

Under like circumstances the House of Representatives would have 
"been composed of fourteen members in favor of making Kansas a 
free State, elected from the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th 
representative districts. 

The result in the 12th and 14th representative districts, electing 
five members, would have been doubtful ; and the 1st, Cth, 11th, and 
15th districts would have elected seven pro-slavery members. 

By the election as conducted, the pro-slavery candidates in. every 
district but tho 8th representative district received a majority of the 
votes ; and several of them, in both the council and house, did not 
"reside in" and were not "inhabitants of " the district for which 
they were elected, as required by the organic law. 

By that act, it was declared to be " the true intent and meaning 
of this act to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regu- 
late their domestic institutions in their own way, subject to the consti- 
tution of the Un-it'^d Statos." So careful was Congress of the right of 
popular feovereigaty, that to secure it to the people, without a single 
petition from any portion of the country, they removed the restrio- 
tion against j^lavery imposed by the Missouri compromise. And yet 
this right, so carefully secured, was thus by force and fraud over- 
thrown by a portion of the people of an adjoining State 
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The striking difference between thin republic anil other republics 
on this continent is not in the provisions of conKtitutiona and laws, 
but that here changes in the administration of tlnose laws have been 
made peacefully and quietly through the ballot-box. This invaniou 
is the first and only one in the history of our government, by whicli 
an organized force from one State has elected a legislature for another 
State or Territory, and as such it sliould have been resisted by the 
whole executive power of the national governujont. 

Your committee are of the opinion, that the constitution and laws 
of the United States have invested the President and the governor of 
the Territory with ample power for this purpose. They could only act 
after receiving authentic iriformati( n of the facts ; but when received, 
whether before or after the certificates of election were granted, this 
power should have been exercised to its fullest extent. 

It is not to be tolerated that a legislative body thus selected 
should assume or exercise any legislative functions ; and their enact- 
ments should be regarded as null and void. Nor should the question 
of its legal existence as a legislative body be determined by itself, as 
that would be allowing the criminal to judge of his own crime. 

In section 22d of the organic act it is provided, that ''tlie persons 
having the highest number of legal votes in each of said council dis- 
tricts lor members of the council, shall be declared by the governor 
to be duly elected to the council, andHhe persons having the highest 
number of legal votes for the House of Eepresentatives shall be declared 
by the governor duly elected members of said house." The procla- 
mation of the governor required a verified notice of a contest, when 
one was made, to be filed with him within four days after the clec- 
tion. Within that time he did not obtain information as to force or 
fraud in any except the following districts ; and in these there were 
material defects in the returns of election. Without deciding upon 
his power to set aside elections for force and fraud, they were set ;f,side 
for iLe following reasons : 

In the Ist district, because the words "by lawful resident voters" 
were stricken from the return. 

In the 2d district, because the oath was administered by G. W. 
Taylor, who was not authorized to administer an oath. 

In the 3d district, because material erasures from the printed form 
of the oath were purposely^made. 

In the 4:th district, for the same reason. 

In the 7th district, because the judges were not sworn at all. 

In the 11th district, because the returns show the election to have 
been held viva voce instead of by ballot. 

In the 16th district, because the words '-'by lawful residents" were 
stricken from the returns. 

Although the fraud and force in other districts was equally great as 

these, yet, as the governor had no information in regard to them, 
he issued certificates according to the returns. 
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KM'.iTlON Oh' JIAY 2;», 1855. 

TliG election to fill tin? vacancies cansed by the action of the gov- " 
ernor was held onth(3 22(1 of Maj, 1855. There was no illegal voting 
at that election except in the 10th diKtrr'it, at Leavenworth. For 
that district the pro-slavery party, while publicly rotuHing to acknowl- 
edge the legality of that election, not only voted, but a large number 
of tlie citii',ens of Missouri came over and voted as at the previous 
election. (1) The majority of the judges decided that all that was 
necessary to constitute a legal voter, was to have some one say ho had 
some interest in the Territory. (2) No one was sworn that day, 
or even challenged. (3) The steamboat Kate Kassel came up, and 
men from her came ashore and voted. (4) Many free-State men did 
not vote that day. (5) One of the free-State judges desired the words 
"by lawful resident voters" to be striken out of the return before he 
would sign it, ((5) and only signed the return with those words in 
under a misapprehension. C?) It is impossible for your committee 
accurately to decide wliich party would have had a majority of the 
legal votes of the district, had no illegal votes been polled, on account — 
of the difficulty of determining who were legal and wlio were illegal 
voters at that election. 

Abstract of the t-etiirns of election of May 22, 1855. 



U5 



o 



Place of voting. 



1 

2 
3 
7 
8 
16 



Lawrcncee 

Douglas 

StinKon's 

"110" 

Council Grove. 
Leavenworth _ 



Total 



> CO 

m o 
6 



5G0 



560 



o 

So " 



288 
127 
148 
6<) 
33 
140 



18 



1 

13 



15 



47 



a 



306 
127 
149 
79 
33 
715 



1.409 



Your committee have felt it to be their '^i.ty, not only to inquire 
into and collect evidence in regard to force niA fraud attempted and 
practised at the elections in the Territory, but also into the facts and 
pretexts by which this force and fraud have been excused or justified ; 
and, for this purpose, your committee have allowed the declarations 



(1) Wm. H. Adams, G. II. Keller, Amos r.ocs. 

(2) M. France, Aduni Fisher. 

(ii) Matt. France, W. H. Adams, A. Fisher. 

(4) Matt. France, W. H. Adams. 

(5) M. France, A. Fisher. 

(6) Mall. Fiance, Adam Fisher. 

(7) Matt. France. 
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of uon-rcsnicnt voters to be given a ovitlcncG in their own behalf; 
also, tlie tlcclaiations of Jill who caino uj) the MisHouri river, iia emi- 
grants, in ]\Iarch, 1855, whethor they voted or not, and wlietiier they 
oamo into the Territory at all or not, and aUio the rumors whicli were 
circulated among the people of Missouri previous to the election. Tlie 
f;reat body of the testimony taken at the instance of the sitt jig dele- 
gate is of this character. 

When the declarations of parties passing up the river were ofTered 
in evidence, your committee received tliem upon the distinct statement 
that they would be excluded unless the persons making the declara- 
tions were, by other proof, shown to have been connected with the 
okction. This i)roof was not made, and therefore much of this class 
cf testimony is incom])etent by tlie rules of law ; but, it is allowed to 
remain as tending to show the cause of the action of the citizens of 
Missouri. The alleged causes of the invasion of March, 1855, are 
included in the following charges, viz : 

1st. That the New England Emigrant Aid Society, of Boston, was 
then importing into the Territory large numbers of men, merely for 
the pur])ose of controlling the elections; that they came without 
women, children, or baggage, went into the Territory, voted, and 
returned again. 

2d. That men were hired in the eastern and nortliern States, or 
induced to go to the Territory, solely to vote and not to settle, and 
hy so doing to make it a free State. 

3d. That the governor of the Territory purposely postponed the day 
of election to allow this emigration to arrive, and notified the Emi- 
grant Aid Society and persons in the eastern States of the day of 
election before he gave notice to the people of Missouri and the Ter- 
ritory. 

That these charges were industriously circulated ; that grossly ex- 
aggerated statements were made in regard to them ; that the news- 
paper press and leading- men in public meetings in western Missouri 
(aided in one case by a chaplain of the United States army) gave 
currency and credit to them, and thus excited the people and induced 
many well-meaning citizens of Missouri to march into the Territory 
to meet and repel the alleged eastern paupers and abolitionists, is 
fully proven by many witnesses. 

But neither of these charges is sustained by the proof. 

H April, 1854, the general assembly of Massachusetts passed an 
act entitled " An act to incorporate the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid 
Society." The object of the society, as declared in the first section of 
tiiis act, was "for the purpose of assisting emigrants to settle in the 
M est." The nominal capital of the corporation was not to exceed 
live millions of dollars, but no more than four per cent, coidd be 
a.ssessed during the year 1854, and no more than ten per cent, in any 
one year thereafter. No organization was i^erfected or procwedings 
had under this law. 

On the 24th day of July. 1854, certain persons in Boston, Massa- 
cJnisetts, concluded articles of agreement and association for an Emi- 
grant Aid Society. The purpose of this association was declared to 
be, " assisting emigrants to settle in the West." Under these articles 
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of association eacli fitocldiokloi* was individually lialdo. To avoid 
this difficulty avi application was made to the «;enoral assembly ot 
Massacliusettfl for an act of incorporation, whici> was granted. On 
the 21 fit day of Febnuiry, 1855, an act was passed to incorporate the ' 
New England Emigrant Aid Company. The purpose of this act wd,8 
declared to he, " directing emigration westward, and aiding and provi- 
ding uccommodation after arriving at their place of destination." 
The capital stock of the corporation was not to exceed one million of 
dollars. Under this charter a company was organized. 

Your committee have examined some of its ofllicers, and a portion of 
its circulars and records, to ascertain what has been done by it. The 
public attention at the time of its formation was directed to the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, and emigration naturally tended in that direction. 
To ascertain its character and resources, this company sent its agents 
into it, and the information thus obtained was published. The com- 
pany made arrangements with various lines of transportation to lesson 
the expense of emigration into the Territory, and procured tickets at 
reduced rates. Applications were made to the company by persons 
desiring to emigrate ; and when they were numerous enough to form a 
party of convenient size, tickets were sold to them at the reduced 
rates. An agent acquainted with the route was selected to accompany 
them. Their baggage Avas checked, and all trouble and danger of loss 
to the emigrant in this way avoided. Under these arrangements 
several companies went into the Territory in the fall of 1854, under 
the articles of association referred to. The company did not pay any 
portion of the fare, or furnish any personal or real property to the emi- 
grant. The company, during 1855, sent into the Territory from 
eight to ten saw-mills ; purchased one hotel in Kansas City, which they 
subsequently sold ; built one hotel at Lawrence, and owned one other 
building in that place. They held no property of any other kind or 
description. They imposed no condition upon their emigrants, and 
did not inquire into their political, religious, or social opinions. The 
total amount expended by them, including the salaries of their agents 
and officers, and other expenses incident to all organizations, was less 
than one hundred thousand dollars. 

Their purposes, as far as your committee can ascertain, were lawful, 
and contributed to supply those wants most experienced, in the settle- 
ment of a new country. 

The only persons who emigrated into the Territory under the au- 
spices of this company in 1855, prior to the election in March, was a 
party of 169 persons, who came under the charge of Charles Kobin- 
8on.(l) 

In this party there were sixty-seven women and children. (2) 
They came as actual settlers, intending to make their homes in the 
Territory, and for no other purpose. (8) They had about their per- 
sons but little baggage, usually sufficient clotliing in a carpet-sack for 
a sliort time. Their peisonal effects, such as clothing, furniture, &c., 
were put into trunks and boxes, and, for convenience in selecting and 

(1) Ik'nintnin Slater, Charles Eobinson. 

(2) Cliiirlt's lloWiison. 

(3) Samuel C. Smith. 
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eheapncss in transporting, wn,H marked Kansas party l>aggage '; care 
ot'B. Slater, St. LouiH." Generally this was conBigncd as irciglit, in 
the ordinary way, to the care of a commission merchant. This party 
had, in addition to the usual allowance of one hundred i)ound8 to each 
passenger, a large quantity of baggage, on which the respective 
owners paid the usual extra freight. (4) Each passenger or party 
])aid his or their own expenses, and the only henef3.t they derived from 
this society, not shared hy all the people of the Territory, was the re- 
duction of about seven dollars in the price of the fare, the convenience 
of travelling in a company instead of alone, and the cheapness and fa- 
cility of transporting their freight through regular agents. Subse- 
(pently many emigrants, being cither disappointed with, the country 
or its political condition, or deceived by the statements made by the 
newspapers, and by the agents of the society, became dissatisfied and 
returned, both before and after the election, to their old homes. Most 
of them are now settlers in^the Territory. (5) Some few voted at the 
election in Lawrence, (5) but the number was small. The names of 
tliese emigrants have been ascertained, and thirty-seven of them are 
found upon the poll-books. (5^.) This company of peaceful emigrants, 
moving with their household goods, was distorted into an invading 
horde of pauper abolitionists, who were, with others of a similar 
character, to control the domestic institutions of the Territory, and 
tlien overturn those of a neighboring State. 

In regard to the second charge, there is no proof that any man was 
either hired, or induced to come into the Territory from any free State, 
merely to vote. The entire emigration in March, 1855, is estimated 
at 500 persons, including men, women, and children. (6) They came 
on steamboats up the Missouri river in the ordinary course of emi- 
gration. Many returned for causes similar to those before stated, but 
the body of them are now residents. The only persons, of those who 
were connected by proof with the election, were some who voted at 
the Big Blue precinct in the 10th district, and at Pawnee, in the 9th 
district. Their purpose and character are stated in a former part of 
this report. 

The third charge is entirely groundless. The organic law requires 
the governor to cause an enumeration of the inhabitants and legal 
voters to be made, and tliat he apportion the members of the council 
and house according to this enumeration. For reasons stated by per- 
sons engaged in taking the census, it was not completed until the 
early part of March, 1855.(7) At that time the day of holding the 
election had not been and could not have been named by the governor. 
As soon as practicable after the returns were broughjt, in, he issued 
nis proclamation for an election, and named the earliest day consistent 
with due notice as the day of election. The day on which the elec- 
tion was to be held was a matter of conjecture all over tke country, 
but it was generally known that it would be in the latter part of 



(i) B. Slator. 

ii)) Cluuifcs Ilohinson, Samuel C. Smith. 
(Jh,) AnHdn J. Stone, 
(f ) W. H, Chick uiul J. Eiddlesbarser. 
Williiun Barbue. 
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March. The precise day was not known by any one until the procla- 
mation issued. It was not known to the agents of the Emiji^rant Aid 
Society in Boston on the 13th day of March, 1855, when the party of 
emigrants before referred to loft. (8) 

Your committee are satisfied tliat these charges were made the mere 
pretexts to induce an armed invasion into the Territory as a means to 
control the election and establish slavery there. 

The real purpose is avowed and illustrated by the testimony and 
conduct of Colonel John Scott, of St. Joseph's, Mo., who acted as an 
attorney for the sitting delegate bel'ore your committee. The follow- 
ing are extracts from his deposition : 

Prior to the election in Burr Oak precinct, in the 14th district^ 
on the 29th of November, 1854, I had been a resident of Missouri, 
and I then determined, if I. found it necessary, to become a resident 
of Kansas Territory. On the day previous to that election I settled 
up my board at my boarding-house in St. Joseph's, Mo., and went 
over to the Territory and took boarding with Mr. Bryant, near whose 
house the polls were held the next day, for one mouth, so that I might 
have it in my power, by merely determining to do so, to become a 
resident of the Territory on the day of election. 

''When my name was proposed as a judge of election, objections 
were made by two persons only. * * * j then publicly in- 
formed those present that I had a claim in the Territory ; that I had 
taken board in the Territory for a month, and that I could at any 
moment become an actual resident and legal voter in the Territory ; 
and that I would do so if I concluded at any time during the day that 
my vote would be necessary to carry that precinct in favor of the pro- 
slavery candidate for delegate to Congress. * * * j ^ot 
during the day consider it necessary to become a resident of the Ter- 
ritory for the purpose mentioned, and did not vote or offer to vote at 
that election. 

" I held the office of city attorney for St. Joseph's at that time, and 
had held it for two or three years previously, and continued to hold it 
until this spring. * * * j voted at an election in St. Joseph's in 
the spring of 1855, and v»'as re-appointed city attorney. The question 
of slavery was put in issue at the election of November, 1854, to the 
same extent as in every election in this Territory. General Whit- 
field was regarded as the pro-slavery candidate by the pro-slavery 
party. I regarded the question of slavery as the primarily prominent 
issue at that election, and, so far as I know^ all parties agreed in 
making that question the issue of that election. 

It is my intention, and the intention of a great many other Mis- 
sourians now refsident in 31issouri, ivhenever the slavery issue is to be 
determined upon by the people of this Territory in the adoption of the 
State constitution, to remove to this Territory in time to acquire the 
right to become legal voters upon that question. The leading purpose of 
our intended removal to the Territory, is to d^.termine the domestic in- 
stitutions of this Territory lohen it comes to be a State, and loe ivould 
not come but for that jmrpose, and ivould never think of coming here 
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hut for that purpose. 1 believe ihcre are a great many in MlnHouri 
who are w silHafvd." 

Tlio invasion of Mavcli 30tli left l)otli parties In a .state of excite- 
meut, tei,ulin<!; directly to ])roi]iioo violence. The 8Uccen!si'ul party was 
lawless and reeklesH, %vliile asHumin^ the name oC the Law and 
Order" ])a.rty. The other party, at first surpriwed and conloun ded, 
was f^reatly irritated, and s'.nne resolved to prevent the miecewH of tho 
invasion. In some district.* as hei'ore stated, jjroteHts were Kent to 
tlie governor ; in othi. h ihia was prevented by threats, in otliers hy 
the want of time, and in other.s by the belief that a new election woiild 
bring a new Inva,.ion. Abont tlie same time, all classes of men eom- 
menced bearing deadly weapons about their ])erHons — a ])ractice which 
lias continued io this time. Under these circumstances, a slight or 
accidental (|uarrel produced unusual violence, and lawlef3S acts became 
frequent. This unhappy condition of the public mind was further 
increased by acts of violence in western Missouri, whei-e, in Aprils a 
]H3w.spaper press called the Parkville Luminary was destroyed by a 
raob. 

About tho same time Malcolm Clark assaulted Cole McCrea at a 
squatter meeting in Leavenworth, and was shot by McCrea in alleged 
self-defence. 

On the ITtli day of May, William Phillips, a lawyer of Leaven- 
worth,- was first notified to leave, and upon liis refUsal was forcibly 
seized, taken across the river and carried several miles into Missouri, 
and then tarred and feathered, and. one side of his head shaved, and 
other gross indignities put upon his person. 

Previous to this outrage, a public meeting was held(lO) at which 
resolutions were unanimously passed, looking to unlawful violence, 
and grossly intolerant in their cliaracter. The right of free speech 
upon the subject of slavery was characterized as a disturbance of the 
P'.^ace and quiet of the community, and as circulating incendiary 
sentiments." They say "to the peculiar friends of northern fanatics, 
go home and vent your treason where you may find sympathy," 
Among otiier resolves is the following : 

liesolved, That the institution of slavery is known and recog- 
nised in this Territory ; that we repel the doctrine that it is a moral 
and political evil, and we hurl back w^ith scorn upon its slanderous 
authors the charge of inhumanity ; and we warn all persons not to 
come to our peaceful firesides to slander us and sow the seeds of dis- 
cord between the master and the servant ; for, much as we deprecate 
the necessity to which we may be driven, we cannot be responsible for 
the consequences." 

A committee of vigilance of thirty men was appointed " to observe 
and report all such persons as shall, * * * j^y tlic, expression of 
abolition sentiments, produce disturbance to the quiet of the citizens, 
or danger to their domestic relaticuis ; and all such persons so ofFend- 
iQg shall be notified and made to leave the Territoj-y." 

The meeting was "ably and ekxiuently addressed by Judge Le- 
compte, Col. L. N. Burns, of Weston, Missouri, and others." Thus 
the head of the judiciary in the Territory not only assisted at a public 
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nud bitterly partiKan Tncetinp;, whoso direct tondcnoy was to produco 
violence and disorder, Ixit, belbro any law is paswed in the Territory, 
he prcjud^^f'H tlio character of tho domestic institutionH which the 
people of tho Territory were, by their organic law, *'lel't j)orfectly 
tree to form and rejjjiilate in their own way." 

On thi.M committee were several of those who held cortificatejs of elec- 
tion as members of the lej^isluture. Some of the others were then, 
and still are, residents of Missouri^ and miuiy of the committee have 
since been ap])oinlcd to tlie leading offices in the Territory, one of^ 
which is the sheritfalty of the connty. Their first act was that of 
mobbing Phillips. 

Subsequently, on the 25th of May, A. D. 1855, a public meeting 
was held, at wliich H. B. Rees^ a member elect of the council, pre- 
sided. (11) The following resolutions, offered by Judge Fayno, a 
member elect of the House, were unanimously adopted: 

Jiesolved, Ist. That we heartily endorse tlie action of tho commit- 
tee of citizens that shaved, tarred and feathered, rode on a rail, and 
had sold by a negro, William Phillips, the moral perjurer. 

2d, That we return our thanks to the committee for faithfully 
performing the trust enjoined upon them by the pro-slavery party. 

" 3f?. That tho committee be now discharged. 
Ath. That we severely condemn those pro-slavery men wlio, from 
mercenary motives, are calling upon the pro-slavery i)arty to submit 
without farther action. 

" 5^/?. That, in order to secure peace and harmony to the commu- 
nity, we now solemnly declare that the pro-slavery party will stand 
firmly by and carry out the resolutions reported by the committee 
appointed for that purpose on the ' memorable 30th.' " 

The act of moral perjury here referred to is the swearing by Phil- 
lips to a truthful protest in regard to the election of March 30th in 
the 16th district. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEJIBLY. 

The members receiving their certificates of the governor as mem- 
bers of the General Assembly of the Territory met at Pawnee, the 
place appointed by the governor, on the 2d of July, A. D. 1855. 
Their proceedings are stated in three printed books, herewith, sub- 
mitted, entitled^ res])ectively, " The Statutes of the Territory of Kan- 
sas ;" " The Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas and 
"The Journal of the House of Eepresentaiives of the Territory of 
Kansas." 

Your committee do not regard their enactments as valid laws. A 
legislature tlius imposed upon a people cannot affect their political 
rights. Such an attempt, if successful^ is virtually an overthrow of 
the organic law, and reduces the people of the Territory to the condi- 
tion of vassals to a neighboring State. To avoid the evils of anarchy, 
no armed or organized resistance to them would have been, made, but 
the citizens would have ai)pealed to the ballot-box at future elections, 
to the federal judiciary, and to Congress, for relict'. Such, from the 
proof, would have been the course of the people but for the nature of 



(11) H. E, Eees. 
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thcso enactments and the manner in which thoy are enforced. Their 
cliarftcter and their execution have been so intimately cionnectod with 
one branch of tliia investigation — that rehitinji; to "violent and tumul- 
tuous proceedings in the Territory" — thiit wo were compelled to ex- 
amine them. 

The "laws" in the statute-hooks are general and special ; the latter 
are strictly of a local character, relating to bridges, roads, and tho 
like. The groat body of the general laws arc exact transcripts from 
tlie Missouri code. To make them, in some cases, conform to tho 
organic act, sejiaratc acts were passed defining the meaning of words. 
Thus, the word "State" is to bo understood as meaning " Terri- 
tory; "(1) the words " county court" "shall be construed to mean 
the board of commissioners transacting county business, or the probate 
courts, according to the intent thereof." The words " circuit court" 
to mean " district court. "(2) 

The material differences in the Missouri and Kansas statutes are 
upon the following subjects : 

The qualifications of voters and of members of the Legislative As- 
sembly ; the official oath of all officers, attorneys, and voters ; tho 
mode of selecting officers, and their qualifications ; the slave code, 
ami the qualifications of jurors. 

Upon these subjects the provisions of the Missouri code are such as 
are usual in many of the States. But, by the "Kansas Statutes" 
every officer in the Territory, executive and judicial, was to be ap- 
pointed by the legislature, or by some officer appointed by it. These 
appointments were not merely to meet a temporary exigency, but were 
to hold over two regular elections, and until after the general election 
in October, 1857.(3) Thus, by the terms of these "lav/s" the people 
have no control whatever over either the legislative, the executive, or the 
judicial departments of the Territorial government, imtil a time, before 
which, by the natural progress of population, the Territorial govern- 
ment will be superseded by a State government. 

No session of the legislature is to be held during 1856, bnt the mem- 
hers of the house are to be elected in October of that year. (6) A can- 
didate to be eligible at this election must swear to support the Fugitive 
Slave laWjCr) and each judge of election, and each voter, if challenged, 
must take the same oath. (8) The same oath is required of every offi- 
cer elected or appointed in the Territory, and of every attorney ad- 
mitted to practice in the courts. (9) 

A portion of the militia is required to muster on the day of elec- 
tion. (10) "Every free white male citizen of the United States, and 
every free male Indian who is made a citizen by treaty or otherwise, 

{l)St.itntos, p. 71S. 

(2) Stiitutcs, p. 700. 

(•'!) Stiitutos, pp. ICS, 227, 712. 

(■nHUtutcs, p. 8;".0. 

(0) Statutes, p. 47,"). 

{«! Statutes, p. 330. 

(7) Statutes, p. 3.33. 

(8) Statutes, p. 332. 

(!') Statutes, pp. 132, 330, 516 
(10) Statutes, p. 469, 
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and over tlio ago of twoiiiy-ono years, and wlio sliall bo an inhabitant 
of the Territory, and of tlio ODUuty and district in wluoU lie ofibra to 
votG, and shall lui^'^o paid a Territorial tax, shall bo a qualifiod « lector 
for all elective officers. "(11) Two classes of persons we're thus ex- 
cluded, who, by the organic act, wore allowed to vote, viz : those who 
would not swear to the oath required, and those of forcif?n birth who 
had declared on oath their intention to become citizens. (12) Any rnan 
of pro])er age who was in the Territory on the day of election, and who 
had paid one dollar as a tax to the sheriff, who was required to be at 
the polls to receive it, (13) could vote as an " iuhabitantj" although 
ho had breakfasted in Missiouri, and intended to return there for sup- 
per. There can be no doubt that these unusual and unconstitutional 
provisions were inserted to prevent a full and fair expression of the 
popular will in the election of members of the house, or to control it 
by non-residents. 

All jurors are required to be selected by the sheriff, and "no persoh 
wlio is conscientiously opposed to the holding of slaves, or who does 
not admit the right to hold slaves in the Territory, shall be a juror in 
any cause affecting the right to hold slaves, or relating to slave pro- 
perty." 

The slave code, and every provision relating to slaves, are of a char- 
acter intolerant and unusual, even for that class of legislation. 

The character and conduct of the men appointed to hold office in the 
Territory, contributed very much to produce the events which fol- 
lowed. Thus, Samuel J. Jones was appointed sheriff of the county of 
Douglas, which included within it the first and second election dis- 
tricts. He had made himself peculiarly obnoxious to the settlers by 
his conduct on the 30th of March, in the second district, and by his 
burning the cabins of Joseph Oakley and Samuel Smith. (14) 

THE ELECTION OF OCTOBER 1, 1855. 

An election for delegate to Congress, to be held on. the 1st day of 
October, 1855, was provided for under the same rules and regulations 
as were applied to other elections. The free-State men took no part 
in this election, having made arrangements for holding an election on 
the 9th of the sam.e month. The citizens of Missouri attended at the 
election of the 1st of October, some paying the dollar tax, others not 
being required to pay it. They were present and voted at the voting 
places of Atchison(l) and Doniphan, (2) in Atchison county ; at Green 
Springs, Johnson county ;(3) at Willow Springs, (4) Franklin, (5) and 
Lecomptou,(6) in Douglas county; at Fort Scott, Bourbon county -,(7) 

„ . , , , — 

(11) statutes, p. 3.32. 

(12) Statutes, p. 34. 

(13) Stiitutes, p. 333. 

(14) Samuel Smith and Edward Oakley. 

(1) D. W. Field. 

(2) Jolin Landis. 

(3) Robert Morrow, G. Jenkins, B. 0. Wcstfall. 

(4) A. White, T. Wolverton, J. lieid. 

(5) L. M. Cox, L. A. Prather. 

(6) B. C. Westfall. 

(7) E, B. Cook, J. Hamilton. 
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at Bttptisto Paola, LyUius comity, where some Indiamt voted, some 
whites j)ayi,iig the dolhir tax for tliem ;(8) at Lcavenwortli City(9) 
and at Kickapoo City, Leavenworth county ; at the hitter phico under i 
the lead of General B. F. Sf ringfellow and Colonel Lewis Burns, of 
Missouri. (10) From two of the election precincts at which it was 
alleged tlioro was illegal voting, viz: Delaware and Wyandott, your i 
conimitteo failed to obtain the attendance of witnesses. ^ ' 

Vou committee did not deem it necessary, in regard to this election, 
to enter into details, as it was manifest that frorn there being but one 
candidate. General Whitfield, he must have received a majority of the 
votes cast. This election, therefore, depends not upon the number op 
character of the votes received, but upon the validity of the laws under 
which it was held. Sufficient testimony was taken to show that the 
voting of citizens of Missouri was practised at this election, as at all 
former elections in the Territory. The following table will exhibit 
the result of the testimony as regards the number of legal and illegal 
votes at this election. 

The county of Marshall embraces the same territory as was in- 
cluded in the 11th district, and the reasons before stated indicate 
that the great majority of the votes there cast were either illegal 
or fictitious. In the counties to which our examination extended, 
there were 857 illegal votes cast, as near as the proof will enable us 
to determine. 



Abstract of poll-hooks of October 1, 1855. 



Coimties. 


Townships. 


No. of votes cast for 
J. W. Whitfield. 


Scattering. 


Total votes cast. 


No. of legal votes. 


No. of illegal vot«s. 






7 

131 
242 
4 
29 
8 
42 
31 
66 
59 
53 
86 
42 
101 
103 
15 












Shannon 




219 
242 
4 
29 
14 








50 
4 
29 
12 
41 
31 
62 
59 
53 
23 
42 


192 




















4 








1 


Douglas 














4 








Wolf River 




251 








63 






















332 
15 


63 
15 


50 







(8) B. C. Westfall. 

(9) G. F. Warren, H. Miles Moore. 

(10) J. W. Stephens. 
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Counties. 

— — 


Townslups. 


No. of votes cast for 
X W. Whitfield. 


1 

Scattering. 


Total votes cast. 


5) 

•—it 

o 
.6 


F 
"S 


JeffeiROTi 




42 
190 

42 
230 
150 
212 
240 
220 

G7 

171 

G 
28 
23 
52 
14 


3 


45 
190 






Jolinsou ...... 




90 


100 


Tieavenwortli _ 




















1 






fin 
100 


I^fidvenwortli 








5 


895 
220 
G7 

171 

fi 
28 






70 


150 










(See Wise county.) 




24 
6 
28 
23 
52 
14 


147 










miey 










Orio Hundred and Ton. . 










75 
14 



















THE STATE MOVEMENTS. 

While fhe alleged legislative assemMy was in session^ a movement 
was instituted to form a State government, and apply for admission 
into the Union as a State. The first step taken by the people of the 
Territory, in consequence of the invasion of March 30, 1855, was the 
circulation, for signature, of a graphic and truthful memorial to Con- 
gress. Your committee find that every allegation in this memorial 
has been sustained by the testimony. No further step was taken, as 
it was hoped that some action by the general government would pro- 
tect them in their rights. When the alleged legislative assembly 
proceeded to_ construct the series of enactments referred to, the settlers 
were of opinion that submission to them would result in entirely de- 
priving them of the rights secured to them by the organic law. Their 
political condition was freely discussed in the Territory during the 
summer of 1855. Several meetings were held in reference to holding 
p. convention to form a State government, and to apply for admission 
into the Union as a State. Public opinion gradually settled in favor 
of such an application to the Congrc : to meet in December, 1855. 
'i'he first general meeting was held in Lawrence, on the 15th of 
August, 1855. The following preamble and resolution were there 
passed : 

"Whereas the people of Kansas have been since its settlement, and 
now are, v/ithout any law-making power, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, in mass meet- 
ing assembled, irrespective of party distinctions, influenced by com- 
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mon necessity, and greatly dosirons of promoting tlio common good, 
do hereby call upon and request all honafida citizens of Kansas Terri- 
tory, of whatover political views or predilections, to consult together 
in their respective election districts, and in mass convention or other- 
"wiso elect three delegates for each representative to wliich said election 
district is entitled in the house of representatives of the legislative 
assemhly, by proclamation of Governor Kcf?der of date lOtli ot March, 
1855 ; said delegates to assemble in conventicni at the town of Topetu, 
on the 19th day of September, 1855, then and there to consider and 
determine upon all subjects of public interest, and particularly upon 
that having reference to the s])ecdy formation of a State constitution, 
with an intention of an immediate application to be admitted as a State 
into the Union of tlie United States of America." 

Other meetings were held in various parts of the Territory, which 
endorsed the action of the Lawrence meetings, and delegates were se- 
lected in compliance with its lecommendations. 

They met at Topeka on the 19th day of September, 1855. By their 
resolutions they provided for the appointment of an executive com- 
mittee, to consist of seven persons, who were required to "keep a 
record of their proceedings, and shall have a general superintendence 
of the affairs of the Territory, so far as regards the organization of a 
State government." They were required to take steps for an election 
to be held on the second Tuesday of the October following, under 
regulations imposed by that convention " for members of a convention 
to form a constitution, adopt a bill of rights for the people of Kansas, 
and take all needful measures for organizing a State government pre- 
paratory to the admission of Kansas into the Union as a State." The 
rules prescribed were such as usually govern elections in most of the 
States of the Union, and in most respects were similar to those con- 
tained in the proclamation of Governor Keeder for tlie election of 
March 30, 1855. 

The executive committee appointed by that convention accepted 
their appointment, and entered upon the discharge of their duties by 
issuing a proclaiaation, addressed to the legal voters of Kansas, re- 
questing them to meet at their several precincts at the time and places 
named in the proclamation, then and there to cast their ballots for 
members of a constitutional convention, to meet at Topeka on the 4th 
Tuesday of October then next. 

The proclamation designated the places of elections, appointed 
judges, recited tlie qualifications of voters, and the appointment ot 
members of the convention. 

After this proclamation was issued public meetings were held in 
every district in the Territory, and in nearly every precinct. The 
State movement was a general topic of discussion throughout the Ter- 
ritory, and there was but little opposition exhibited to it. Elections 
were held at the time and places designated, and the returns were 
sent to the executive committee. 
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Table showing the number of votern^ and the number of votcR cast for 
ddegcUes to the consfilutional convention) October 9, 1855. 



FIKST DISTRICT. 







Precincts. 






Caruruliitos. 








Total. 




lUtiuton. 


Pivliiiyra. 


Lawrence. 






67 
70 
70 
61 
30 
72 
40 


16 






S. \V. Smith 


10 
Ifi 
16 
16 






74 


16 


5580 


648 



The poll-hooks of Tjiuvroncc precinct were not among the others, and are either mia- 
laid or lost. The number of votes cast was 558. ** 



SECOND DISTRICT. 





Precincta. 




Candidates. 






Total. 




Bcnlcia. 


Blooming- 








tou. 






27 


116 


143 




27 


116 


143 


J. A. Wakefield , 


24 


116 


140 




27 


116 


143 


Total 


27 


116 


143 



THIRD DISTRICT. 



Candidates. 


Precincts. 


Total. 


Tecum- 
seh. 


Camp 
Creek. 


Topeka. 


Washing- 
ton. 


Browns- 
ville. 


W. Y. Roberts 

C. K. HoUiday 


31 
31 


7 
7 


94 
104 
14 
12 
2 
3 


33 
33 


19 
19 


184 
194 
14 
12 
2 
3 
5 


H. H. Wontworth 






























P. C. Schuyler 








5 


Total 










31 


7 


119 


33 


24 


214 



P G. P. Lowrey, M. F. Conway, 
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CiindidtitoB. 


Procinct. 


Total. 


WUson 
Springs. 




65 
65 


65 
66 






65 


66 





FIFTH DISTRICT. 



CandidattiB. 



WUliam Turner _ 
Jas. M. Aithur.. 

M. T. Morris 

Orville C. Brown 
Kichard Knight . 
Hamilton Smith. 
Hiram Hoover >_ 
David C. Forbes. 
N. S. Nichols... 
Wm. S. Nichols . 
Isaac WooUard 
Fred. Brown 



bo 
pq 



24 
24 
23 
24 
24 
23 
17 



24 



Total 24 



0) 

I 

i 

o 



49 
49 
49 
49 
49 
48 



Precincts. 



47 



49 



o 
!25 



13 



13 



bo 

I 



16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 



16 



16 



16 



I 



67 
67 
66 
66 
67 
66 



3 
64 



64 



67 



I 



'a 



32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 



32 



S2 



J 



35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 



7 

29 
35 



35 



g 

t3 



8 
9 
9 



13 



IS 



g 
a, 



33 
33 

33 
S3 
33 



S3 



33 



3 



272 
273 
272 
255 
257 
220 
*3 
16 
3 
76 
29 
251 



282 



H. Rep. 200 i 



60 
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SrXTII BISTmCT. 



CatidiilatcB. 



W. R. Griffin... 
John Hamilton . 
A. W. J. Browu 
Wm. Snxinclera . 
W. J. Griffith 
T. H. B\irgcss 

A. H. Brown 

Jas. H. X'hcris . . 



Total. 



rreciuctR. 



Honso (tf 11. 
.1, Kain'nil. 



12 
12 
12 



12 



Scott Town. 



27 



27 
21 
2(5 



27 



Columbia. 



20 



20 



Total. 



IS 

30 
1,2 
12 
27 
24- 
20 
20 



59 



SEVENTH PISTRTCT. 



Ph. C. Schuyler . 



Total. 



Candidate. 



Piocinct. 



J. B. Titus', 
Council Citv. 



GO 



G2 



TotaL 



60 



C2 



EIGHTH DTSTOICT. 



J. H. Pillsbnry. 
P. C. Schuvler.. 



Candidates. 



Precinct. 



Waubaunassa. 




TotaL 



27 
27 



Total 



27 



27 
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NINTII DISTRICT. 



CundidatcB. 


Precinct. 


Total. 


Pawnco, 




63 
64 


63 
64 




Total 


76 


76 





TONTH DISTRICT. 



Candidates. 



Dr. A. Hunting 
Robert Klotx . . . 



Total. 



Precincts. 








Total. 






Rocli Creek. 


Big Blue. 




30 
30 


64 
73 


94 
103 


30 


80 


110 



ELEVENTH DIS'ITIICT. 
No return except Black Vermillion precinct — total, 14. 



TWELFTH DISTRICT. 



Candidates. 


Precincts. 


Total. 


St. Mary's. 


Silver lake. 




19 


12 
18 
21 


81 

18 
21 












19 


21 


40 
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THmXEEN'm DISTRICT. 



CundidatoH. 


Prccincta. 


Total. 


Falla. 


Pleasuat IJiU. 




43 
41 




43 
41 
43 
43 








43 
43 










43 


43 


86 





FOTJaTEEHTH DISTRICT. 







Precincts. 






Candidates. 










Total. 












Palermo. 


Burr Oak. 


Doniphan. 


Wolf River. 




G. A. Cutler 


40 


33 


42 


18 


133 




40 


33 


42 


18 


133 


D. M. Field 


40 


33 


42 


18 


133 




39 


33 


42 


18 


132 




40 


S3 


42 


18 


133 



FIFTEENTH DISTRICT. 



Candidates. 


Precincts. 


Total. 


Crosby's Store. 


Precinct. 




29 
29 




29 
29 
30 
30 
28 
2 


R. H. Crosbv 






30 
30 
28 
2 






H. B. Gale 




Ch. S. Foster „ 




29 


30 


59 
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'rcoiiiotH. 



CiiodidutcB. 












'I'nfiil 




Loavou- 


Wyan- 


llidpci. 




Pclawnrt!. 






worth. 


dott. 










M. J. Parrott 


402 


3« 


47 


ni 


22 


C60 


M. W. Diilalmy 


4<.»5 


38 


47 


<ll 


22 


C63 




49;} 


38 


47 


CI 


22 


G61 




49:5 


38 


47 


(U 


22 


C61 


Robert lliddlo 


493 


38 


47 


«1 


22 


601 




193 


38 


47 


CI 


22 


6G1 




514 

1 


38 


47 


63 


22 


CS4 



SEVENTEENTH DISTUICT. 



Candidates. 



"William Graham 
Samuel Mewhinney 

Total 



Precincts. 








Total. 






Mission. 


Wakarusa. 




13 
13 


5 
5 


18 
18 


13 


5 


18 



RECAPIl'ULATION. 



Votes cast in first district 048 

second district 143 

third district 214 

fourth district ._ fiS 

lifth district 282 

sixtli district 59 

seventh district _ 62 

eighth district 27 

ninth district 7C 

tenth district-- 110 



Votes cast in eleventh district 14 

twelfth ..listrict - . . 40 

thirteenth district 86 

lonrtecnth district 133 

fifteenth district 59 

sixteenth district . 684 

seventeenth diistrict 18 

Total 2,710 



The result of the election was proclaimed by the executive commit- 
tee, and the members elect were required to meet on the 23d day of 
October, 1855, at Topeka, In pursuance of this proclamation and 
direction the constitutional convention met at the time and place ap- 
pointed, and framed a State constitution. A memorial to Congress 
was also prepared, praying the admission of Kansas into the Union as 
a State under that constitution. The convention also ])rovided that 
the question of the adoption of the constitution, and other questions, 
be submitted to tlie people, and required the executive committee to 
take the necessary steps for that purpose. 

Accordingly an election was held for that purpose on the 15th day 
of December, 1855, in compliance with the proclamation issued by the 
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executive committee. The returns of this election were made hy tho 
executive committee, and an abstract of thorn is contained in the fol" 
lowing table : 



Abstract of the election on the adoption of the State Conatitutionf Decem- 
ber 15, 1855. 



43 

o 



.a 

a 



7- 

f 
I 

"I 

15 
16 
17 



Precincts. 



Lawrence - ... 

lilauton 

Palmyra 

Fraukliti 

BloomiriKton 

I'^ast Douglas 

Topeka 

\Vashinf?tou 

Brownsville 

Tecumsch — 

rrairie City 

Little Osage 

Big iSiigiir 

Neosho 

Pottawatomie 

Little Sugar 

Stanton 

Osawatomie 

'ntus 

Juniata 

Ohio City 

Mill Creek 

St. Mary's 

Wauboitsa 

Pawnee — 

Grasshopper Falls 

Doniphaii . . 

Burr Oak . „ 

Jesse Padons' 

Oceana 

Kickapoo 

Pleasant Hill 

Indianola 

Whitfieid 

Wolf River 

St. Joseph's Bottom ... 

Mount Pleasant 

Easton 

Mission 



o 



i 



348 
72 
11 
48 

137 
18 

135 
42 
24 
35 
72 
21 
18 
12 
39 
42 
32 
56 
39 
30 
21 
20 
14 
19 
45 
54 
22 
23 
1-2 
23 
20 
47 
19 
7 
24 
15 
32 
71 
7 



u> 

a 
o 
o 
© 



Oonoral bank- 
ing law. 



Total i 1,731 



1 

2 



7 
2 



3 
18 



1 

5 



Yes. 



225 
69 
9 
31 

122 
13 

125 
41 
22 
23 
39 
16 
5 
6 
21 
33 
4 
33 
32 
23 
16 



17 
15 
19 
5 
7 
1 
8 
7 

37 



3 
11 

4 
32 
53 

3 



No. 



83 
14 
3 

15 
11 

4 

9 

1 

o 

M 
11 

33 
12 
16 

6 
19 
13 
33 
20 

t 

6 
5 
20 
14 
1 

29 
34 
14 
16 
11 
20 
13 

6 
18 

4 
12 

9 

1 
19 



Exclusion of no- 
grooB und mu- 
lattoos. 



Yes. 



46 



1,120 I 564 



133 

48 
12 
48 
113 
14 
69 
•42 
22 
35 
■69 
23 
20 
12 
25 
42 
33 
38 
25 
10 
20 
20 
14 

7 
40 
50 
21 
22 
12 
28 
16 
45 
19 

6 

18 
14 
30 
71 
1 



No. 



1,287 



223 
20 



2 

16 
4 
G4 



18 
2 
5 
17 
15 
19 
1 



11 

6 
3 



453 



NoTK. — ^The poll-hook at Leavenworth was destroyed. Tlio vote cast there October 9, 
1855. was 514. 
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ELECTION OP JANUARY 15, 1866. 

Tho executive committee then issued a proclamation reciting the 
results of the election of the 15th of December, and at the same time 
provided for an election to he held oa the 16th day of January, 1856, 
hv State officers and memhers of the general assembly of tho otate of 
Kansas. The election was accordingly held in the several election 
precincts, the returns of which were sent to the executive committee. 
An abstract of them is contained in the following table. 



Election of January 15, 1856. 



C5 



Trecincu;. 



Washington 

Poniphan 

(liisawatomie 

Osage 

Kastdii 

Burr Oak 

St. Joseph's Bottom... 

Fadon's House 

Wolf Eiver 

Kast Douglas 

Stanton 

I'ottawatomic 

Titus 

Blanton 

Prairie City 

i'leasant Hilt 

Mission 

Palmyra 

Franklin 

Little Sugar Creek 

Little Osage Creek 

Topeka 

Tecumseli 

Brownsviile 

Kickapoo 

Leavenworth ..< 

La%vrence < 

Neosho ....a. 

Slough Creek ■ 

VVyandou 



Governor, 



• • « ■ i 

• • •« t 



Lt. governor, 



8 
O 

m 

5 



1 

32 
82 
19 
66 
24 
49 
27 
36 
28 
31 
39 
88 
52 
24 
42 
10 
26 
8 
33 
19 
83 
1 
3 
14 
94 
365 



1 



1296 



29 



4 

25 
50 
2 



58 



61 
34 
23 
61 
7 
41 

• • • I 

14 
1 



410 



Sec. of State 



32 
80 
19 
66 
24 
49 
27 
36 
28 
31 
39 
28 
42 
25 
43 
1 
25 
5 
35 
19 
61 
1 
3 
6 
94 
176 
13 
14 
34 



o 
t: 



23 



4 
33 
45 
2 
9 



59 



64 
34 
23 
59 
7 
245 



3 



1 

32 
82 
19 
66 
24 
50 
27 
36 
28 
31 
39 
28 
55 
27 
43 
10 
25 

8 
32 
19 
77 

1 



14 
94 
383 



35 



Auditor. 



Treasurer. 



29 



4 
23 
37 

2 



58 



68 
34 
23 
51 
7 

43 

• • • • 

14 



6 



1 

31 

81 

19 

66 

24 

49 

27 

36 

28 

31 

39 

28 

51 

27 

43 

10 

25 
8 

34 

19 

83 
1 
3 

14 

94 

380 

13 

■'35' 



29 



4 

24 
45 
2 



58 



62 
34 
23 
51 
7 



14 



Att'y 
gen'l. 



2 
"3 



a 
it 



1 

32 
82 
19 
61 
24 
.50 
27 
3o 
28 
31 
38 
28 
55 
27 
43 
10 
25 
8 
34 
19 
89 
8 
29 
14 
94 
385 
13 



99 



4 
17 

38 
2 



53 



48 
24 



51 
7 
36 

"li 



30 
32 

ei 

19 
"5 
24 
.'iO 
27 
36 
31 
31 
39 
82 
78 
72 
45 
10 
25 
66 
34 
19 
145 
35 



65 
101 
428 

13 

'35 * 



1 

33 

81 

19 

60 

21 

50 

27 

38 

29 

31 

39 

28 

55 

27 

43 

10 

25 

8 
34 
19 
84 

1 



Supreme judges. 



^P-S-courtji;'^^ 



14 
94 
383 
13 
14 
35 



3 
31 
81 
19 
73 
24 
50 
27 
30 
27 
31 
39 
32 
55 
27 
43 
10 
25 
8 
34 
19 
141 
25 



e 
o 
o 

s 



14 
101 
379 

13 
4 

35 



1 
31 
g» 
19 
65 
21 
50 
27 
38 
28 
31 
39 
28 
55 
27 
43 
10 
25 

8 
34 
19 
84 

1 



i 



29 



14 
94 
371 



4 

23 

45 
o 



57 



61 
34 



29 



51 
62 

"iV 



4 

23 
45 
2 



57 



61 
34 



o 



27 



51 
7 
48 

• • • • 

14 



23 
45 
2 



48 



SB 



29 



51 



33 

*io 



4 

20 
45 
2 



58 



61 
34 



51 
7 
46 

• ■ * • 

14 



rs 
>> 
o 



32 



FdBter. 



Bep.to 
Cong* 



o 
a 
c 



1 


SO 


1 


32 


32 


31 


79 


82 




19 


19 


19 


66 


76 


70 


24 


24 


24 


50 


50 


50 


27 


27 


27 


36 


38 


38 


28 


31 


28 


31 


31 


31 


39 


39 


39 


28 




28 


55 


77 


54 


27 


70 


25 


43 


45 


43 


10 


• 


10 


25 


25 


25 


3 


66 


8 


34 


96 


33 


19 


19 


19 


84 


145 


96 




35 


1 






IS 






14 


94 


101 


9i 


380 


427 


373 




10 


13 




14 






35 


""35 









13 
29 



4 
24 
45 

a 



53 



48 
54 

6 
51 

7 
.53 

'iV 



9 



30 
32 
78 
19 
73 
24 
50 
27 
36 
31 
23 
Si 

as 
77 

71 
44 
10 
25 
60 
34 
19 
135 

sr 

26 
65 
100 
395 
13 
14 
1 

1628 



• Anthony Floyd. 
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The result of thin eloction was uunouncod by a proclamation by the 
executive committee. 

In accordance with the constitution thus adopted, the members of 
tlie State legislature, and most of the State officers, were on the day 
and at the place designated by the State constitution, and took the oath 
therein prescribed. After electing United States senators, passing 
some preliminary laws, and appointing a codifying committee, and 
preparing a memorial to Congress, the general assembly adjourned to 
meet on the 4th day of July, 1856. The laws jjassed were all condi- 
tional upon the admission of Kansas as a State into the Union. These 
proceedings were regular, and, in the opinion of your committee, the 
constitution thus adopted fairly expresses the will of the majority of 
the settlers. They now await the action of Congress upon their me- 
morial. 

These elections were not illegal. Whether the result of them is 
sanctioned by the action of Congress, or they are regarded as the mere 
expression of popular will, ana Congress should refuse to grant the 
prayer of the memorial, that cannot affect their legality. The right 
of the people to assemble and express their political opinion in any 
form, whether by means of an election or a convention, is secured to 
them by the constitution of the United States. Even if the elections 
are to be regarded as the act of a party, whether political or other- 
wise, they were proper, and in accordance with examples in both 
States and Territories. 

The elections, however, were preceded and followed by acts of vio- 
lence on the part of those who opposed them, and those persons who 
approved and sustained the invasion from Missouri were peculiarly 
hostile to these peaceful movements preliminary to the organization 
of a State government. Instances of this violence will be referred to 
hereafter. 

To provide for the election of delegates to Congress, and at the same 
time do it in such a manner as to obtain the judgment of the House 
of Representatives upon the validity of the alleged legislative assem- 
bly, sitting at Shawnee Mission, a convention was held at Big Springs 
on the 5th and 6th days of September, 1855. This was a party con- 
vention, and a party calling itself the free-State party was then organ- 
ized. It was in no way connected with the State movement, except 
that the election of delegate to Congress was fixed by it on the same 
day as the election of members of a constitutional convention, instead 
of the day prescribed by the alleged legislative assembly. Andrew H. 
Reeder was put in nomination as Territorial delegate to Congress, and 
an election was provided for under the regulations prescribed for the 
election of March 30, 1855, excepting as to the appointment of officers 
and the persons to whom returns of the elections should be made. 
The election was held in accordance with these regulations, an ab- 
stract of the returns of which is contained in the following table. 
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Abstract of the election of A, M. Beeder, 



Nomo oi diatriot. 



Fh-HtdlBtriot.. 

ISticontl district 
aiiird district. 

Fourth district, 
Fifth district.. 



Sixth district 

Seventh district 

Eighth district 

Ninth district. 

Tenth district . 

Eleventh district- . 
Twelfth district... 

Thirteenth district . 
Fourt^dnth district 

Fifteenth district. . 
Sixteenth dietrict . 



Seventeenth district 
Eighteenth district , 



Name of voting place. 



Lawrence ........ 

Blantou.. ... . 

Palmyra 

Bloomington ..... 

Benlcia 

Brownsville 

Topoka 

Tuciimsoh 

Big Springs ... 

Camp Creek , 

Willow Springs 

Ivampdcn ....... 

Neosho 

Stanton 

Ossawatomie 

Pottawatomie 

Big Sugar Creek.. 
Little Sugar Creek 

Scott-town 

Columbia 

Fnqua's 

Council City 

Waubousa 

A. J. Baker's 

Pa\vnee 

Big Blue 

Rock Creek 

Black Vermillion. 

St. Mary's 

Silver Lake 

Pleasant Hill 

Falls Precinct 

Hickory Point 

Burr Oak 

Doniphan 

Palermo 

Wolf River 

Ocena 

Crosby's Store 

Jackson Crane's.. 

licavenworth 

Wyandott 

Delaware 

Easton 

Ridge Point 

Wakarusa 

Mission . 

Iowa Point 

Moorstown 

Total .. 



The resolutions passed by the convention which nominated Gov- 
ernor Reeder, indicate the state of feeling which existed in the Terri- 
tory in consequence of the invasion from Missouri and the enactments 
of the alleged legislative assembly. The language of some of the 
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resolutions is violent, and can only be justified in consequence of the 
attempt to enforce the grossest acts of tyranny, and for the purposa 
of guarding against a similar invasion in future. 

In the fail of 1855, there sprang out of the existing disorder and 
excitement in the Territory two secret free-State societies. (1) They 
were defensive in their character, and were designed to form a ^)roteo- 
tion to their memhors against unlawful acts of violence and msult. 
One of those societies was purely of a local character, and was con- 
lined to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly after its organization 
it produced its desired effect, and then went out of use and ceased to 
exist. (2) Both societies were cumbersome, and were of no utility 
except to give confidence to free-State men, and enable them to know 
and aid each other in contemplated danger. So far as the evidence 
shows, they led to no act Of violence or resistance to either real or 
alleged laws.(3) 

On the 2lHt day of Novenaber, 1865, F. M. Coleman, a pro-slavery 
man, and Charles W. Dow, a free-State man, had a dispute about the 
division line between their respective claims. Several hours after- 
wards, as Dow was passing from a blacksmith's shop towards his 

^ claim, and by the cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a 
double-barreled shot-gun loaded with slugs, i^ow was unarmed. 
He fell across the road, and died immediately. This was about one 
o'clock p. m. His dead body was allowed to lie where it fell until 
after sundown, when it was conveyed by Jacob Branson to his house, 
at which Bow had boarded. The testimony in regard to this homi- 
cide is voluminous, (4) and shows clearly that it was a deliberate 
murder by Coleman, and that Harrison Buckley and a Mr. Hargous 
were accessories to it. The excitement caused by it was very great 
among all classes of the settlers. On the 26th a large meeting of 
citizens was held at the place where the murder was committed, and 
resolutions passed that Coleman should be brought to justice. (5) In 

' the mean time Coleman had gone to Missouri, and then to Governor 
Shannon at Shawnee Mission, in Johnston county. He was there 
taken into custody by S. J. Jones, then acting as sheriff. No war- 
rant was issued or examination had. On the day of the meeting at 
Hickory Point, Harrison Buckley procured a peace warrant against 
Jacob Branson, which was placed in the hands of Jones. That same 
evening, after Branson had gone to bed, Jones came to his cabin with 
a party of about 25 persons, among whom were Hargous and Buckley, 
burst open the door, and found Branson in bed. He drew his pistol, 
cocked it, and presented it to Branson's breast, and said : " You are 
my prisoner, and if you move I will blow you through." The others 
cocked their guns and gathered round him, and took him prisoner. 
They all mounted and went to Buckley's house. After a time, they 
went on by a circuitous route towards Blanton's bridge, stopping to 



(1) Pat Laughlin, Dr. Francis, A. H. Eceder, and M. P. Comvajf. 

(2) 6. P. Lowrev aad A. H. Reedor. 

(3) a. P. T/)wrey. 

(4) "Wm. J. Nichols, "W. McsKinuey, D. T. Jones and wife, Thomas Brown, F. M. 
Colman, and others. 

(5) W. McKinney. 
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drink" on tho way. As they approaohed the bridge there were 13 
in tliG party, sovoral having stopped. Jones rode up to the prisoner, 
and among other things told liim that he " had heard there wore 
too men at your house to-day," and "that he regretted they were - 
not there, and that they were cheated out of their sport. "(^t^) In the 
mean time the ahirm had been given in the neighborhood ot Branson's 
arrest, and several of the settlers, among whom were some who had 
Attended the meeting at Hickory Point that day, gathered together. 
They were greatly excited. The alleged injustice of such an arrest 
of a quiet settler, under a peace warrant, by " sheriff Jones," aided 
by two men believed to be accessory to a murder, and who were 
allowed to be at large, exasperated them, and they proceeded as 
rapidly as possible by a nearer route than that taken by Jones, and 
stopped at the house of J. S. Abbott, one of them. They were on 
foot. As Jones's party approached on a canter, the rescuers suddenly 
formed across the road in front of Jones and his party. Jones halted 
and asked : " What's up ?" The reply was : That's what we want 
to know ; what's up ?" Branson said : " They have got me a prison- 
er." Some one in the rescuing party toM him to come over to their 

side. He did so, and dismounted, and the mule he rode was driven 

over to Jones's party. Jones then left. (7) Of the persons engaged 
in this rescue, three were from Lawrence, and had attended the meet- 
ing. Your committee have deemed it proper to detail the particulars 
of this rescue^ as it was made the ground-work of what is known as 
the " Wakarusa war." On the same night of the rescue the cabins 
of Coleman and Buckley were burned, but by whom is left in doubt 
by the testimony. 

On the morning after the rescue of Branson, Jones was at the vil- 
lage of Franklin, near Lawrence. The rescue was spoken of in the 
presence of Jones, and some conversation passed between two others 
in his presence, as to whether it was most proper to send for assistance 
to Col. Boone, in Missouri, or to Gen. Shannon. Jones wrote a des- 
patch and handed it to a messenger. As soon as he started, Jones 
said : That man is taking my despatch to Missouri, and, by God, I 
will have revenge before I see Missouri." A person present, who was 
examined as a witness, (8) complained publicly that the despatch was 
not sent to the governor, and within half an hour one was sent to the 
governor by Jones through Horgous. 

Within a few days large numbers of men from the State of Missouri 
gathered and encamped on the Wakarusa. They brought with them 
all the equipments of war. To obtain them, a party of men, under 
the direction of Judge J. T. V. Thompson, broke into the United States 
arsenal and armory at Liberty, Missouri, and after a forcible deten- 
tion of Captain Leonard, then in charge, (9) they took the cannon, 
muskets, rifles, powder, hammers, and, indeed, all the materials and 
munitions of war they desired, some of which have never been re- 
turned or accounted for. 



((i) Jacob Branson, 
(7) Jacob Erauson. 
yS) L. A. Pratlier. 
(i)) ljUther Leooard 
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Tho chief hoBtility of tliis military foray was against tho town of 
T^awrenco ; atid this was especially tlio case with tho officers of tho 
law. 

Your committee can see in tho toptimony no reason, excuse, or pal- 
liation for this feormg. 

Up to this time no tvarrant or process of any Mnd had hem in the 
hanas of any ojicer aga,infst any citizen of Lawrence. (10) No arrest 
had heen attempted, and no writ resisted in that town. The reeoue 
of Branson sprang out of a murder committed thirteen miles from 
Lawrence, in a detached settlement, and neither the town nor its citi- 
zens extended any protection to Branson's rescuers. (11) On the con- 
trary, two or three days after the rescue, S. N. Wood, who claimed 
publicly to he one of the resouing party, wished to he arrested for the 
purpose of testing the Territorial laws, and walked up to sheriff 
Jones and shook hands with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
He could have been arrested without any difficulty ; and it was his de- 
sign, when he went to~Mr. Jones, to be arrested, but no offer or at- 
tempt was made to do so. (12) 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility is the known desire 
- of the citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas a free State, and their re- 
pugnance to laws imposed upon them by non-residents. 

Your committee do not propose to detail the incidents connected 
witlf this foray. Fortunately for the peace of the county, a direct con- 
flict between the opposing forces was avoided by an amicable arrange- 
ment. The losses sustained by the settlers in i)roperty taken, and 
time and money expended in their own defence, added much to the 
trials incident to a new settlement. Many persons were unlawfully 
taken and detained, in some cases under circumstances of gross cruel- 
ty. This was especially so in the arrest and treatment of Dr. G. A. 
Cutler and G. F. Warren. They were taken without cause or war- 
ran^, sixty miles from Lawrence, and when Dr. Cutler was quite sick. 
• They "impelled to go to the camp at Lecompton, and were put 
into the cu-^v. of sheriff Jones, who had no process to arrest 
them. They were taken into a small room, kept as a liquor shop, 
which was open and very cold. That night Jones came in with others 
and went to " playing poker at twenty-five cents ante." The prison- 
ers were obliged to sit up all night, as there was no room to lie down 
when the men were playing. Jones insulted them frequently, and 
told one of them he must either "tell or swing." The guard then 
objected to this treatment of prisoners, and Jones desisted. G, F. 
Warren thus describes their subsequent conduct: 

" They then carried us down to their camp. Kelly, of the squatter 
sovereign, who lives in Atchison, came round and said he thirsted for 
Wood, and said he should like to hang us on the first tree. Cutler 
was very weak, and that excited him so that he became delirious. 
They sent for three doctors, who came. Dr, Stringfellow was one of 
them. They remained there with Cutler till after midnight, and then 
took him up to the office, as it was very cold in camp." 

(10) Wilson Shannon, Charles Kobinson. 
Ul) G. P. Lowrey, Ctiarl-?? Robinson. 
(12) Charles Eobinson 
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During the foray eitliov George W. Olark or Mr. Burns inurdorcd 
ThomaB Barbor, while tho latter was in tlie Ivighway, on his road from 
Lawrence to his claim. Both fired at him, and it is impossible, from 
the proof, to tell whose shot was fatal. The details of this homicide - 
are stated by eye-witnesses. (13) 

Among the many acts of lawless violence which it has boon the duty 
of your committee to investigate, this invasion of Lawrence ,i8 the most 
defenceless. A comparison of the facts proven with tho official state- 
ments of the officers of the government will show how groundless were 
the pretexts which gave rise to it. A community in which no crime 
had oeen committed by any of its members, against none of whom had 
a warrant been issued or a complaint made, who had resisted no pro- 
cess in the hands of a real or pretended officer, was threatened with 
destruction in the name of " law and order," and that, too, by men 
who marched from a neighboring State with arms obtained by force, 
and who at every stage of their progress violated many laws, and 
among others the constitution of the United States. (14) 

The cliief guilt must rest on Samuel J. Jones. His character is il- 
lustrated by his language at Lecompton, where peace was made. Ho 
said Major Clark and Burns both claimed the credit of killing that — 
damned abolitionist, and he didn't know which ought to have it. If 
Shannon hadn't been a damned old fool, peace would never have 
been declared. He would have wiped Lawrence out. He had men 
and means enough to do it. (15) 

Shortly after the retreat of the forces from before Lawrence, thft 
election upon the adoption of the State constitution was held at Leaven- 
worth city, on the 15th of December, 1855. While it was proceeding 
quietly, about noon, Charles Dunn, with a party of others, smashed in 
the window of the building in which the election was being held, and 
they jumped into the room where the judges of election were sitting 
and drove them off. (16) 

One of the clerks of election snatched up the ballot-box and fol- ■ 
lowed the judges, throwing the box behind the counter of an adjoin- 
ing room, through which he passed on his way out. As he got to 
the street-door, Dunn caught him by the throat and }>Tished him up — 
against the outside of the building, and demanded the ballot-box. (17) 
Then Dunn and another person struck him in the face, and he fell 
into the mud ; the crowd rushed on him, and kicked him on the head 
and in his side. (18) In this manner the election was broken up, Dunn 
and his i)arty obtaining the ballot-box and carrying it off. 

To avoid a similar outrage at the election tor State officers, &c., to 
be held on the 15th of January, 1856, the election for Leavenworth 
district was appointed to be held at Easton, and the time postponed 
until the 17th day of February, 1856.(19) On the way to the elec- 



(13) llobert T. 'Barber, niomas W. Tarson, Jane W. Colborn, .iiid others. 

(14) Article four of the amendments. 

(15) Harrison Nichcls. 

(l(t) George Wetherell, George II. Keller. 

(17) George Wetherell. 

(18) George Wetherell, George W. HoUis. 

(19) J.C.Green, Henry G.Adams, Joseph 11. lleed. 
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tion persons wore stopped by a party of men at a grocery, and their 
guns taken from them. During the afternoon parties cam© up to the 
place of election and threatened to d<Jstroy the hallot-box, and were 
guilty of other insolent and abusive conduct. (20) After the polls were 
closed, many of the settlers being apprehensive of an attack, re- 
mained in the house where the election had been held, until the next 
morning. Late that night (Stephen Sparks, with his son and nephew, 
started for home, his route running by the store of a Mr. Dawaon, 
where a large party of armed men had collected. As he approached, 
those men demanded that he should surrender, and gathered around 
him to enforce the demand. (21) Information was carried by a man in 
the company of Mr. Sparks to the house where the election had been 
held. E. P. Brown and a company of men immediately went down 
to relieve Mr. Sparks, and did relieve him, when he was in imminent 
danger.(22) Mr. Sparks then started back with Mr. Brown and his 
party, and while on their way they were fired upon by the other party. 
They returned the fire, and an irregular fight then ensued, in which 
a man by the name of Cook, of the pro-slavery party, received a mor- 
tal wound, and two of the free-State party were slightly wounded. 

Mr. Brown, with seven others who had accompanied him from 
Leavenworth, started on their return home. When they had pro- 
ceeded a part of their way, they were stopped and taken prisoners by 
a party of men called the " Kickapoo Rangers," under the command 
of Captain John W. Martin. They were disarmed and taken back 
to Easton, and put in Dawson's store. (23) Brown was sejjarated from 
the rest of his party and taken into the office of Dr. E. S. Motter.(24) 
By this time several of Martin's party, and some of the citizens of 
the place, had become intoxicated, and expressed a determination to 
kill Brown. (25) Captain Martin was desirous to, and did do all in 
his power to save him. Several hours were spent in discussing what 
should be done with Brown and his party. In the mean time, with- 
out the knowledge of his party, Captain Martin liberated all of 
Brown's party but himself, and aided them in their escape. (26) The 
crowd repeatedly tried to get in the room where Brown was, and at 
ore time succeeded, but were put out by Martin and others. Martin, 
finding that further effort on his part to save Brown was useless, 
left and went home. The crowd then got possession of Brown, and 
finally butchered him in cold blood. The wound of which he died 
was inflicted with a hatchet by a man of the name of Gibson. After 
he had been mortally wounded. Brown was sent home with Charles 
Dunn, and died that night. ISTo attempt was made to arrest or pun- 
ish the murderers of Brown. Many of them were well known citi- 
zens, and some of them were officers of the law. On the next grand 
jury, which sat in Leavenworth county, the sheriff summoned several 



(20 and 21) Stephen Sparks. 

(22) George A. Taylor, Stephen Sparks, J. H. Bird. 

(23) Henry J. Adams, George A. Taylor, TsL P. llively, John W. Martin, Wiley Williams. 
V24) Henry J. Adams, J. W. Martin. 

(25) Wiley Williams, J. W. Martin, H. J. Adami 

(2G) H. J. Adams, G. A. Taylor, J. H. Bird, W. Williams, 
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of tho persons implicated in this iaurdGr.(2t) Oiio of thorn was M, 
P. Eively, at that tirao'troasurer of tlie county. Ho has been exam- 
ined as a witness before us. The reason he gives why no indictments 
were found is, " they killed one of tho pro-slavery men, and the pro- 
slavery men killed one of the others, and I thought it was about 
mutual." The same grand jury, however, found bills of indictment 
against those who acted as judges of the free-State election. Rively 
says : " I know our utmost endeavors were made to find out who 
acted as judges and clerks of the election of the 17th of January last, 
and at all the bogus elections held by the abolitionists here. Wo 
wore very anxious to find them out, as we thought they acted ille- 
gally." 

Your committee in their examinations liave found that in no case of 
crime or homicide mentioned in this report, or in the testimony, has 
any indictment been found against the guilty party, except in the 
homicide of Clark by McCrea ; McCrca being a free-State man. 

Your committee did not deem it within their power or duty to tako 
testimony as to events which have transpired since the date of their 
appointment ; but as some of these events tended seriously to embar- 
rass, hinder, and delay their investigations, they deem it proper here _ 
to refer to them. On their arrival in the Territory, the people were 
arrayed in two hostile parties. Their hostility continually increased 
during our stay in the Territory, by the arrival of ;irmed bodies of 
men, who from their equipments came not to follow the peaceful pur- 
Buits of life, but armed and organized into companies apnarently for 
war, by the unlarwlnl detftntion of persons and property while passing 
through the State oF Missouri, and by frequent forcible seizures of 
persons and property in the Territory without legal warrant. Your 
committee regret that they were compelled to witness instances of 
each of those classes of outrages. While holding their session at 
Westport they saw several bodies of armed men, confessedly citizens 
of Missouri, march into the Territory on forays against its citizens, 
but under the pretence of enforcing the enactments before referred to. 
The wagons of emigrants were stopped in the highways, searched 
without claim of legal process, and in some instances all their prop- 
erty taken from them. In Leavenworth city, leading citizens were 
arrested at noon-day in presence of members of your committee, by an 
armed force, without any claim of authority, except that derived from 
a self-constituted committee of vigilance, many of whom were legisla- 
tive and executive officers. Some were released on promising to leave 
the Territory; and others, after being detained for a time, were formally 
notified to leave, under the severest penalties. 

The only offence charged against them was their political opinions, 
and no one was thus arrested for alleged crime of any grade. 

Resistance to these lawless acts was not made by the settlers, 
because, in their opinion, the persons engaged in them would have been 
sustained and reinforced by the citizens of the populous border 
counties of Missouri, from whence they were only separated by the 
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rivor. In one ciiso witnoHsed by one of your committee, an application 
for tlie writ of haboaH corpUH was prevented by tbo urgent solicitation 
of pro-slavery men, wbo inMlstcd tbat it would endanger tbo life of 
tlie priKouer to bo discbarged under legal process. 

Wbilo wo remained in tbe Territory, repeated acts of outrage were 
committed upon ([uiet, unoil'ending citizens, of wbich we received au- 
thentic intelligence. Men were attacked in tiio higbwiiy, robbed, 
and subsequently imprisoned ; others were seized and searched, and 
tlieir weapons of defence taken I'rom them without comi)en8ation. 
llorscH were frequently taken and appro})riated. Oxen were taken 
from tlio yoke while ploughing, and butclicred in the presence of 
their owners. A minister was seized in the streets of the town of; 
Atchison, and, under circumstances of gross barbarity, was tarred and 
cottoned, and in that condition was sent to his family. All the pro- 
visions of the constitution of the United States securing persons and 
property were utterly disregarded. The officers of the law, instead of 
protecting the jieople, in some instances were engaged in these out- 
rages, and in no instance did we learn that any man was arrested, 
indicted, or punished for any of these crimes. While such offences 
were committed with impunity, the laws were used as a means of in- 

- dieting men for holding elections preliminary to framing a constitu- 
tion, and applying for admission into the Union as the State of 
Kansas. Charges of high treason were made against prominent citizens 
upon grounds which seem to your committee absurd and ridiculous ; 
and under these charges tliev are now held in custody, and are refused 
the privilege of bail.- In several cases men were arrested in the 
tState of Missouri while passing on their lawful business through that 
Htate, and detained until indictments could be found in the Territory. 

These proceedings were followed by an offence of still greater mag- 
nitude. Under color of legal process, a company of about TOO armed 
men, the great body of whom your committee are satisfied were not 
citizens of the Territory, were marched into tlie town of Lawrence, 
under marshal Donaldson and sheriff Jones, officers claiming to act 
under the law, and then bombarded and burned to the ground a valuable 
hotel and one private house, destroyed two printing-presses and mate- 

- rial, and then, being released by the officers whose posse they claimed 
to be, proceeded to sack, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, &c., 
even to the clothing of women and children. Some letters thus un- 
lawfully taken were private ones, written by the contesting delegate, 
and they were offered in evidence. Your committee did not deem 
that the persons holding them had any right thus to use them, and 
refused to be made the instruments to report private letters thus 
obtained. 

This force was not resisted because it was collected and marshalled 
under the forms of law. But this act of barbarity, unexampled in the 
history of our government, was followed by its natural consequences. 
All the restraints which American citizens are accustomed to pay, even 
to the a])pearance of law, were thrown off. One act of violence led to 
another ; homicides became frequent, A party, under H. C. Pate, 
composed chiefly of citizens of Missouri, were taken prisoners by a 
party o{" settlers, and while your commiitee were at Westport, a com- 
IT. Rep. 200 5 
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pivu}', ohiefiy of MiHSOuriaiis, accoinpaniod hy tli« HittiniL!; dolegato, 
went, to relievo Pivte and Iuh party. A collis'iori was provcnted by 
tlio United tStatOH troopw. Civil war scoiuod inii)t»ading iu tlwj Terri- 
tory. Notiiing can ])revont so groat a calamity but tho pro.sonco of a 
largo I'urco of Lluited »StateH troops, under a commander who will, 
with prudence and discretion, (juiet tho excited passiftUH of both 
parties, and expel with force the lawless baud of men coming from 
Missouri and elsewhere, who, with, criminal pertinacity, infest the 
Territory. In some cases, and us to one entire election district, tho 
condition of the country prevented tho attendance of witnesses, who 
wore either arrested and detained while, or deterred from, obeying 
our process. Tho sergeant-at-arma who served the ])roces8 upon them 
was himself arrested and detained for a short time, by an armed force 
claiming to be apart of tho posse of the marshal, but was allowed to 
proceed upon an examination of his pa])ers, and was furnished with a 
pass signed by "Warren D. Wilkes, of South Carolina." John Upton, 
another officer of the committee, was subsequently stopped by a law- 
loss foi'ce on the borders of the Territory, and after bcing detained 
and treated with great indignity, was released. He, also, was fur- 
nished with a pass, signed by two citizens of Missouri, and addressed 
to "pro-slavery men." By reason of these disturbances we were 
delayed in Westport, so that while in session there our time was but 
partially occupied. 

But the obstruction wliich created tlie most serious embarrassment 
to your committee was the attempted arrest of Gov. Reeder, tho 
contesting delegate, upon a writ of attachment issued against him by 
Judge Lecompte, to compel his attendance as a witness before the 
grand jury of Douglas county. William Fane, recently from the 
State of Georgia, and claiming to be the deputy marshal, came into 
the room of the committee while Gov. Reeder was examining a 
witness before us, and producing the writ, required Gov. Reeder to 
attend him. Subsequent events have only strengthened the con- 
viction of your committee, that this was a wanton and unlawful in- 
terference by the judge who is-sued the writ, tending greatly to 
obstruct a full and fair investigation. Gov. Reeder and Gen. Whit- 
field alone were fully possessed of that local information which would 
enable us to elicit the whole truth, and it was obvious to every one 
that any event which would separate either of them from the com- 
mittee would necessarily hinder, delay, and embarrass it. Gov. 
Reader claimed, that under the circumstances in which he was placed, 
he was ])rivileged h*om arrest, except for treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace. As tliis was a question of privilege, proper for the 
courts, or for the privileged person alone to determine, on his peril, we 
declined to <rivo him any protection, or take any action in the matter, 
lie refused to obey the writ, believing it to be a mere pretence to get 
the custody of liis person : and i'earing, as he alleged, that he would 
1k3 assassinated by lavvless bauds of men then gathering in and near 
Lecompte, he then left the Territory. 

Subsequently H. Miles Moore, an attorney in Leavenworth city, 
bat for several years a citizen of western Missouri, Idndlv furnished 
the committee information as to the residence of persons voting ai»the 
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cltHitiona ; and in m»ino cuhch cxumiiu'il NviliicsHos bcfortMiH. lie was 
anx'sted ou tlio st.ri.'ct.s ol' that town by an arnuul band oC about 30 
men, beaded by W. 1), Wilkes, without any cob)r ui' authority, con- 
fined v.dtb other citizens under a nnlitary j[i;uard for 24 boiu'H, and then 
notified to leave tlie Territory. IIIh testimony was re<i;ai'iled as im- 
l)urtant, and upon bis Hworn statement tluit it woubl endanger bis 
peiHon to give it openly, the majority of your committee deemed it 
proper to examine him ex parte ^ and did so. 

By reason of these occurrences tho contestant, and the pariy with 
and for whom be acted, were unrepresented before us during a greater 
portion of the time ; and your committeo were required to ascertain 
the truth in the best manner they could. 

Your committee report the following facts and conclusions as estab- 
lished by the testimony : 

Fivfit. That each election in the Territory, held under the organic 
or all(!ged Territorial law, has been carried by organized invasion ifrom 
the State of Missouri, by which the people of the Territory have been 
prevented from exercising the rights secured to them by the organic 
law. 

Second. That the alleged Territorial legislature was an illegally 
constituted body, and ha,d no power to pass valid laws, and their 
enactments are therefore null and void. 

Tidrd. That these alleged laws have not, as a general thing, been 
used to protect persons and property, and to punish wrong, but for 
unlawful purposes. 

Fourth. That the election under which the sitting delegate, John 
W. Whitfield, holds his seat, was not held in pursuance of any valid 
law, and that it should be regarded only as the expression of the 
ciioice of those resident citizens who voted for him. 

Fifth. That the election, under which the contesting delegate, 
Andrew H. Reeder, claims his seat, was not held in pursuance of law, 
and that it should ha regarded only as the expies.sion of the resident 
citizens who voted for him. 

Sixth. That Andrew H. Reeder received a greater number of votes 
of resident citizens than John W. Whitfield, for delegate. 
^ Seventh. That in the present condition of the Territory a fair elec- 
tion cannot be held without a new census, a stringent and well- 
guarded election laAV, the selection of iraj)artial judges, and the pres- 
ence of United States troops at every place of election. 

^ Eighth. That the various elections held by the people of the Ter- 
ritory preliminary to the formation of the State government, have 
been as regular as the disturbed condition of the Territory would al- 
low ; and that the constitution passed by the convention, held in pur- 
suance of said elections, embodies the will of a majority of the j)eople. 

As it is not the province of your committee to suggest remedies for 
tlie existing troubles in the Territory of Kansas, tliey content them- 
selves with the foregoing statement of facts. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. A. HOWARD. 
JOHN SHERMAN 
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Tui.T 11, ISJVI). — Orilcred to bo jiriiitod. 



Mr. MouDECAi OuvBR, from tlio 8elect Oominlttee, 8nT>mitto(l tlie fol- 
lowing view.s of the minority. 

The undei'signed, mernher of ilie vommi/fee of three appointed hy iliQ 
House of Representatives to invcMlr/afe the state of a (fairs in Krmsas, 
disagreeijKj with the views and conclusions of his two coUear/ncs, in, 
the lorilfen statement sutmiitted hy them tondiing the residt of their 
invest igation^'i, begs leave, under the permissio7i of the Home, to 
present a counter- atatement. 

Tlie authority under which the committee noted was an order of 
this House, passed the 19th of March last, directing tliem to " pro- 
ceed to inquire into, and collect evidence in legard to, the troubles in 
Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to any fraud or force at- 
tempted or practised in reference to any of the elections which have 
taken place in said Territory, either under the law organizing sai<l 
Territory or any pretended laio which may he alleged to have taken 
effect there since ; and when the investigation was completed, to re- 
port the evidence so collected to the House." 

Under this resolution the committee entered upon the discharge 
of the duties imposed on them with as rnucli dispatch as possible. 
Their labors were closed at Westport, Missouri, on the 9th of June, 
1856. The paper in the nature of a report, drawn up by the col- 
leagues of the undersigned on the committee, was not read to or by — 
him, and he knew nothing of its contents or character until it was 
presented to tlie House. It was not the expectation of the under- 
aigned that any other report would be submitted by them than the 
testimony taken. A full ex<iCUtion of the commission of the House, 
he thought, was the presr ntation of the evidence collected. But Jis 
the majority of the committee have thought proper to comment on the 
chaiacter of the testimony, and to give their version of the substanco 
of the tacts, which is altogether at variance from liis understanding 
of both, the undersigned feels it incumbent on him to follow their 
example, by presenting like comments on his part. 

It must have been apparent to all, that the report of the majority 
was not only ex parte and one-sided, bnt high.ly partisan in its cliar- 
acter from beginning to end. This appears all through the paper, in 
the manner of their statement of all tilings referred to by them, 
facts, many of which statements of facts thuis made rest upon no evi- 
dence whatever collected bv the committee 
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To jiisfify tliiH r(?nmrk, the uiulorHigncd will, in tlio beginning of 
wliiit he. liiiH to oiler, barely iilludo to ji fuw utatonionts in tliu report 
of tlio majority, from wbioh its whole character may be ju(l}^eil. It 
is, for InKtancc, »aid by the majority, that "a party umler If. C. 
Pate, conj [)08e(l diiejly of citkeufi of Missouri, were taken priKi)ner6 
by a i)arty of sefctlcrH : and while your committee were at Westport, 
a compimy, cliieliy of MinsourianH, accompanied by the .sitting dele- 
gate, went to relieve Pate and his party, and a colliHion wan })re- 
vented by the United States troops." 

Now, the nndersi^j^ned aflirms most positively that this siatement Inxs 
not one particle of proof, taken before the committee, to rest u])on ! 
There is no testimony in the whole mass collected by the committee 
on that matter — none at all. ]5ut the undersi<z;ncd affirms, that, in 
in his opinion, and according to the best of his information and belief, 
the fact is contrary to tlie statement of the majority ; at all events, 
so far as relates to Captain Pate. Since that report has been made, 
under indnlgence granted by this House, testimony has been taken on 
that point, from which it is made very clearly to appear that this state- 
ment, made without proof in the first instance, was founded wholly in 
error. Captain Pate himself — a man of character and integrity — 
swears that, to the best of his knowledge, " not one of them were cit- 
izens of Missouri." This deposition the undersigned here refers to. 
without spreading it out at large, and makes it a part of his report 
as fully and completely as if it were given in full in this place. 

Again. The statement about the " young man being seized in the 
town of Atchison, and, under circumstances of gross barbaritj'-, tarred 
and cottoned, and in that condition sent to his family," is entirely 
unsustained by any proof in the mass of that taken by the committee. 
It is true, testimony was taken as to alleged facts of tliis character ; 
but when it was jiroposed to go fully into the investigation of the 
whole truth of such charges, and not to rest them cii ex parte state- 
ments alone, the majority of the committee abandoned the investiga- 
tion, and struck out the testimony which they had taken. But the 
undersigned has not time to go on with such specifications. He will 
here barely add, that all like statements in the report, as to the exist- 
ing condition of the Territory, are wholly gratuitous and unsupported 
by any testimony taken by the committee. For the correctness of 
what he nov,^ affirms, the undersigned appeals to the testimony on file ; 
and to counteract the impression t f such statements by the majority 
of the committee, he begs leave to refer to the sworn depositions here- 
unto appended and made part of his report, as fully as if the same 
were set fortli at large. 

The undersigned affirms, most positively and distinctly, that the 
testimony taken by the committee contains no matter going to dis- 
prove or deny in the slightest degree these great, leading, and con- 
ti-oUing facts in the merits of the controversy which gave rise to the 
organization of this committee, to wit ; tliat an election for a Terri- 
torial legislature v/as held in Kansas Territory on the oOtli of March, 
1855, in pursuance of the proclamation of A. H. Reeder, governor of 
the Territory under the organic law ; that, in that proclamation, the 
time and places of voting ■'.vere set fvM'th ; that the judges of election 
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Avorc uppoiiitcd by Mm, with inHtrnclions as to how their })lacoH wore 
to bo filled if they or any of tlieni rcfuweil or »ailed to act; that ho 
reserved tlie power to hiniHelf to judge, in the first iustauce, of tho 
election returns, and that he did ho act ; that tlio returns were made 
to liini, and he did wet aside the election of but nine members of tho 
twenty-six elected to the house of representatives, and three of tho 
thirteen elected to the council, and gjave liis certilieate of election to 
tlie other seventeen members of the hou.so, and ten members of tliu 
council, being a majority of both brandies of the legislature ; that ho 
ordereil new elections in thosf^ districts where he had set aside the re- 
turns ; that the governor convened the legislature, thus constituted, ac- 
cording; to law, on the 1st of July, 1855, and communicated with them 
officially after they were organized, and recognised tliem as a legally 
and properly constituted law-making body ; and never, until August, 
1855, after he was removed from the office of governor, did he object 
to the election of a majority of the legislature, both in the council 
and in the house of representatives, to whom he had previously given 
certificates. 

These great leading and essential facts, upon which the validity or 
invalidity of laws, or pi^etended laivs," of Kansas must rest, are not 
denied, or even assailed, by a particle of testimony taken by the com- 
mittee ; and, with these facts unassailed and imimpeached, it is be- 
yond the comprehension of tho undersigned how the majority could 
come to the conclusion that tlie laws passed by the Territorial legisla- 
ture were nail and void in consequence of any illegality, even if such 
had been proved, in the election of its members. All questions re- 
lating to that election were closed by their waiver at the proper time, 
and without an investigation by the proper authority. This is a well- 
fixed principle in all our representative institutions ; upon it they all 
rest, and with the correctness of it Governor Eeeder himself seems to 
be duly impressed. This the testimony clearly discloses. In a letter 
found in the streets of Lawrence, and proven before the committee to 
be in the hand-writing of Governor Reeder, and bearing his genuine 
signature, dated in this city on the 12th of February^ 1856, and ad- 
dressed to a friend of his in Kansas Territory, he says : 

''As to putting a set of laws in operation in opposition to the Terri- 
torial government, my opinion is confirmed instead of being shaken ; 
niy predictions have all been verified so far, and will be in the future. 
R^e wiU he, so far as legality is concerned, in the ivrong ; and that is no 
trifling matter, in so critical a str te of things, and in view of such bloody 
consequences. * * * * * \ Yi^ay speak my plain and private 
opinion to our friends in Kansas, for it is my duty. But to the pub- 
lic, as you will see by my published letter, I show no divided iVont." 

This letter, and another also found, were addressed, as it is understood, 
to Grosvenor F. Lowrey, his friend, and formerly his private secretary, 
while he was governor of Kansas ; and so important a bearing had they 
ujxm tVic main facts of the case, Avhich are the legality of the Territorial 
legislature and their enactments, that the majority of the committee, 
after they had admitted them as evidence^ as it Avas clearly understood 
by all parties, attempted to reject them. The following is their 
action in regard to them : 
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The couii8el for J. W. WhitfiuUl, iiaving- at Lcavcnwortli city 
olTcired in evidoaco before tlio coniinittuo twi) leitcrH writton by A. H. 
I'li'ciler — tlio one dated Wasbinjijtoii, Jamrary 20, IHaO, tbu oilior dated 
Wasbiii<5ton, February 12, 1850 — and, bel'ore oilering tlie said letters, 
their aiitbenticity, both as to the signature and hand-writing in the 
body of said letters, was proved to be the proper hand-writing and 
Kignature of A. II. Eeeder, and of which facts the committee were 
Batislied ; but a majority of the committee — Messrs. Howard and Siier- 
man — not being satisfied, at the time, of the propriety of tliC admission 
(rf' sucli evidence, took the matter under consideration ; and now, at 
tliis day, at tlie sitting of tlie committee at Westport, tlie question of 
tlie admission of said letters as evidence came up ibr consideration and 
decision, and a majority of the committee, Messrs. Howard and 
Sherman — Mr. Oliver dissenting — decline to receive said letters in 
evidence, and to be engrafted into and to constitute a portion of the 
evidence taken by the committee in their investigations, upon the 
g;rouiid that they, the committee, have not the rightful possession of 
them ; tliey having been found in the street, and being clearly private 
letters, or so declared to be by the majority of the committeo. The 
said majority of the committee take no objection to the relevancy or 
competency of said letters as evidence ; but place their objection solely 
iy)on the grounds above stated, not denying that said letters might be 
evidence against said A. H. Reeder in a criminal prosecution. Tlie 
committee admit that the copies of said letters, furnished to the com- 
mittee for the purpose of having them transcribed into the evidence, 
are true and genuine copies of the originals offered ia evidence, and • 
which said copies are hereto appended, marked (A) and (B), and made 
part of this protest. 

"The counsel for J. W, AVhitfield, and on behalf of the law and 
order party in Kansas Territory, offer said letters in evidence for the 
double jiurpose of showing the opinions and admissions of A. H, 

. Eeeder, in reference to the matters and subjects connected with the 
elections of the 30th of March, 1855, in the Territory, and the coa- 
t-e*st now pending between Whitfield and Reeder in the House of Rep- 

_ VGsentatives, as well as to show the complicity of A. H. Reeder in all 
the troubles which have led to bloodshed and civil war in the Terri- 
tory. 

''To the refusal of the majority of said committee to receive said 
tJeters in evidence Mr. Oliver enters his protest ; and also the said 
John W. Whitfield, by his attorneys, protests against the action of a 
mfi^jority of the committee in refusing the admission of said letters in 
evidence, as depriving him of his just rights in the investigation 
before the committee, and in showing to the country the true ground 
and source of all the difficulties in Kansas Territory. 

J. W. WHITFIELD. 

By his Attorneys^ 
AUSTIN A. KING, 
" JOPIN SCOTT. 

" WEi5TP0RT, Mo., June 7, 1856. 

" The above j)rotest was this day presented^ and the accompanying 



KANSAS AFFAIKS. 



copies of lofh'i'N, miirla'tl T>y nio * Exhibit A, accompiinying protest/ 
ami 'Exhibit B, whh protest.' 

WM. A. HOWARD, 

" Chainnan G. . - 

Westpout, June 7, 1850." 

But tho undersifincHl inaiHts that they were not only competent, but 
pertinent to tho main is.sue wiiicli the committee were sent out to in- 
vestigate. He therefore ineorpoi'ates copies of them in this report ; 
he appends them to it, and makes them part of tlie same as fully as 
if here entered at large. 

These remarks, touching the general character of the majority's 
report, and what has not been proved, are preliminary to such conv- 
nients as tlie undersigned intends to submit on the matters Avliich 
were elicited by the investigation. And another fact ou the sanua 
lino of preliminary observations, deserving, in his opinion, to he no- 
tieed, is, that witnesses were examined by the committee in but tliroe 
places in the Territory, to wit : Lawrence, Tecumseh, and Leaven- 
worth city ; except that vhe testimony of Daniel Woodson, secretary 
of the Territory, was taken informally at Lecompton, in regard to the — 
loss of poll-books in certain districts, and also a certain letter said to 
have been written by him. All the places in which witnesses v/ere 
examined touching the election of the 30th of March, 1855, were in 
districts where the elections had been set aside by Governor Reeder 
himself, as before stated. All the testimony they took touching the 
elections at other places, was given by witnesses sent for and exanv 
ined out of the vicinage ; and much the larger portion of the testimony 
aken at the instance of the contestant was taken at Lawrence, the 
great rendezvous of the malcontents in the Territory. The object of 
the testimony of the witnesses produced by Governor Reeder, was to 
show that the election of the legislature on the 30th of March was 
carried by illegal votes from Missouri, notwithstanding he had offi'- 
cially adjudicated that question as governor of the Territory. 

And before proceeding to notice in detail the testimony, such as it 
is, adduced for that purpose, it may be proper here to advert to sonie 
strange inconsistencies in the report of the majority, and which are 
apparent upon its face. They say, for instance, "this unlawful iry- 
terference has been continued in every important event in t5ie historr 
of the Territory. Every deciion has been controlled, not by the actual 
settlers, but by citizens of Missouri ; and, as a consequence, every 
officer in the Territory, from constables to legislators, except those 
appointed by the President, owe their positions to non-resideut voters. 
None have been elected by the settlers, and your committee have been 
unable to find that any political power whatever, however unimport- 
ant, has been exercised by the people of the Territory." 

This is certainly very broad and sweeping language ; and who, after 
having heard it read, was not surjnnsed to hear the same geutlemeu 
admit, in an after part of their report, in speaking of the tirst elec- 
tion for a delegate to Congress, November 29, 1854, and after giving 
all the fa^^.ts in relation to that election, that General Whitfield was 
duly elected a delegate to Congress? They say, '■'of the legal mtes 



KANSAS AFFAIRS. 



cofif, General Whiffield received a plurality mihI avuh coiiHoqiwnny duly 
elected. And if ho was duly elected by legal volcft, wh they were Cuveeil 
to admit from the e^jidenco, thou the result could not have been af- 
fected by non-resident voters. 

Tlie undersigned does not deem it necessary for him to say more 
upon the siibject of that election, which was the firfit object of their 
inquiry. 

Tiie majority admit that General Whitfield waa duly elected by the 
actual settlers of the Territory, and those who were entitled to vote, 
Tli.is admission is a sufficient answer to their previous statement, that 
no ]icrson had been elected by the settlers, and that tbey iiad been 
unable to find that any political ])ower whatever, however unimport- 
ant, had been exercised by the people of the Territory. Like incon- 
sistencies appear in their statements concerning the election of mem- 
bers of the legislature on the 30th of March, 185'5. 

They aay in the first place, in relation to this election, that compa- 
nies of nif'n from Missouri '^were arranged in regular parties, and 
sent into every coimcil district in the Territory, and into every repre- 
sentative district hiot one. The numbers were so distributed as to con- 
trol the elections in each district," 

And then, under the head of " tenth district," they say, " this and 
the ' eighth election district ' formed one representative district, and 
was the only one in which the invasion from Missouri did not extend." 
But under the head of " twelfth district," they say, " the el^jction in 
tliis district was conducted fairly ; no complaint was made that illegal 
votes were cast." 

And again, under the head of "seventeenth district," they say, 
" the election in this district seems to have been fairly conducted, and 
not contested at all. In this district the pro-slavery party had a ma- 
jority." 

These contradictory statements, to the undersigned, seem wholly 
inexplicable, and he leaves them for the majority to reconcile or ex- 
plain as best they may. But the undersigned affirms, that the weight 
of testimony shows that the majority of the legal voters in fourteen 
out of the eighteen election districts in the Territory were in favor of 
the party electing a majority of +^e legislature, as returned and cer- 
tified to by the governor. And the testimony as to the other districts, 
while it is contradictory on some points, is fiar from being conclusive 
that a like majority did not exist in them. This, moreover, appears 
from the report of the majority itself, without referring to the testi- 
mony. 

The Territory was divided into ten council election districts and. 
fourteen representative districts. The first council district embraced, 
tlic city of Lawrence — the stronghold of the abolition or free-State 
party, as it is called. In this council district, the whole entire vote 
cast for the free-Stat^ ticket was but 255. The whole number of 
legal voters in that district, by the census in February before, was 
These figures are taken from the tabular exhibit given by the 
Hiajority themselves. And it is also in proof by Mr. Ijadd, one of 
Gov. Boeder's main witnesses, that at least fifty illegal votes were 
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given for Iho frco-Stato tic'lcot in Lawrcnco by oasterr* emigrants just 
arrived, and not entitled to vote. 

These ligures and tins i'aet show that the free-State ticket did not 
reeeive a majority of the legal voters in tliis dietrict; for if fii'ty bo 
taken I'roni the 255 cast for their ticket, it would leave only 205, being 
61 short of a majority of the 4GG legal voters in the district. Tliat 
MisHourians may have voted there illegally, does not, and cannot, vary 
this result. But the election at Lawrence was set aside by Gov. Re^sder 
for informality in the return. 

The undersigned has compiled tables, comparing the votes cast for 
the free-State ticket in the several council districts and representative 
districts in the Territory. Tliis is taken from the tables exhibited by 
the majority. It is part of their own showing. In it will be seen 
the number of votes cast in each district for the free-State tickets, 
compared witli the number of voters at the time the census was taken 
in each res})ectively; and from this it will api)ear that tlie free-State 
votes fell far short of being sufficient to elect a majority in either 
branch of the legislature, even if there had been no increase of voters, 
by bona Jide settlers, between the time the census was taken and the 
election. 

LUit tlie concurrent testimony of a number of witnesses establishes 
the fact conclusively, in the opinion of the undersigned, that the emi- 
gration of hona fide settlers from the southern States was greater in 
the montli of March, after the census was taken, than in any equal 
time previous. 

Here are the tables : 



KErilSSENTATlVE DISTUICI'S. 



No. of reprcRen- 
tative district. 


No. of voters by 
census. 


No. of votes for 
free-State tick- 
et. 


i 

No. of represen- 
tatives. 


1 


«7 


19 


1 


2 


309 


253 


3 


3 


212 


12 


2 


4 


101 


4 


1 


6 


92 


49 


1 


0 


253 


35 


2 


7 


2-12 


152 


4 


8 


99 


120 


1 


9 


102 


26 


1 


10 


83 




1 


11 


47 


54 


2 


12 


215 






13 


203 




I 


14 


335 


59 





COUNCIL DISTKICTS. 



No. of council 
district. 


No. of voters by 
census. 


No. of votes for 
free-State tick- 
et. 


No of council- 
' men. 


1 


466 


255 


2 


2 


212 


12 




3 


193 


44 




4 


442 


156 




5 


253 






6 


201 


140 




7 


247 






S 


215 


GO 




9 


208 






10 


468 


66 


2 



This shows that the aggregate of the votes cast in the Territory for 
the free-State ticket fell short of 800, while the census shows that there 
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wero 2,905 legal voters in the Territory in tlio Fobrniiry jirovioiis. 
The free-Stato ticket, therefore, tlid not roct'ivo one-third of the ley;(il 
voters of the Territory, even if all he (^xeliuled from the aceoiuit who 
oniifjjrated to the Territory al'ter the census was taken. 

This iact was apparent to the majority of tlio committee. But they 
attempted to hreak its force in two ways : First, by comjjarinjjj tho 
names on the poll-hooks with those on the censns retnrns, from wliivh 
comparison they orgue that only a fraction over 1,300 of the legal 
voters npon the census returns voted at tliat election. And secondly, 
hy arguing that the abolitionists wero prevented from voting by vio- 
lence, threats, and intimidation. 

On the first i)oint, the undersigned deems it unnecessary to say 
more than that no comparison between the poll-books and the census 
returns was made except hy districts. Between the time of taking tho 
census and the election, settlers had changed their residence from one 
part of the Territory to another, and doubtless voted in a place differ- 
ent from that in which they were registered when the census was taken. 
The committee did not compare the names on the poll-books with the 
names on the census returns throughout the Territory, and the com- 
parison alluded to by the majority, therefore, by no means proves what 
■" they claim for it. 

On the second point the undersigned will barely stato that there is 
no evidence that any violence was "resorted to, or force employed, by 
which men were prevented from voting at a single election preoinct in 
the Territory, or that there was any greater disturbance at any elec- 
tion precinct than frequently occurs in all our State elections in ex- 
citing times. A number of witnesses on both sides swear that men on 
both sides had arms, guns, pistols, bowie-knives, &c., and made 
threats, &c. But no one of them swears that any one was prevented 
from voting by the use of these weapons in a single instance, to the 
best of the undersigned's recollection. The testimony from beginning 
to end does not disclose the fact of a single assault and battery at or 
about the polls, or on account of the side on which any one wished to 
vote or had voted, in the whole Territory, on the day of election. 
Some quarrels and fights occurred at two or three places, but not about 
voting, and not as many in the whole Territory as the undersigned is 
informed occurre<l at one precinct in this city at the late municipal 
election. 

The undersigned will now take up and proceed with the districts in 
their order. He now refers to the election districts. There were 
eighteen of these. 

First Election District. 

The testimony in this district shows that a great many strangers 
were present, some with wagons and tents ; that considerable excite- 
ment prevailed. But there is no positive evidence of hut a very few 
persons, known at that time to be citizens of Missouri, being present. 
All else is hearsay, vague and uncertain. While this is so, Mr. Sal- 
8ter, in his deposition hereunto appended and made part of this report, 
testifies as follows : 
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I oini^'raUHl into thu Territory orKtiiiHiis in Juno, ISol, and acjt- 
tlod in tiio UL'ighborl)ood of Ltiwrencej and luivo rcwidud tlioro ever 

HillCO." 

" My ticqiiiiintiinco was roiiHoniibly cxtunsivo in that district. I 
know about 400 voters who roMided in tho dintrict, but 1 did not know 
noiir Jill of tho resident voters of that district. ISo iar as 1 know, all 
the resident voters of that district were present and voted." 

"At the time of the election of the 30th March, 1855, there was a 
majority of pro-slavery residents in the LtiAvrcnce district. 1 was well 
ac(iuainted in the district. Tl»ere wei'e about 200 free-State resident 
voters in tliat district, and there were from 300 to 400 pro-slaver}'" 
voters at the ))oll8 that day, whom I knew to be residents of that diB- 
trict, and a j^reat many of them voted iu my presence, and the otliers 
told me they had voted." 

Besides this, th') testimony of other witnesses sliows that a lar<j^e im- 
migration of ?mft /ifZfi settlers from Missouri came into tlie district 
after thecet\sus was taken, and before the election. (1) Tlie parties, 
says one witness, were pretty nearly divided — perhaps more of tho 
free-State than pro-slavery party ; but tho free-State party were di- 
vided, and many voted for the pro-slavery candidates. (2) There was 
no intimidation or force used to prevent any of the free-State party 
from voting, and all could have voted who wished to vote. (3) In the 
afternoon some one hundred men, who had come in with Dr. Charles 
Robinson from the east, marched over to the polls and voted the free- 
State ticket. (4) They were said to have come into the Territory that 
very day. (5) 

From this testimony, it is difficult for the undersigned to see how 
the majority of the committee could come to the conclusion to which 
they arrived, that even in the Lawrence district there was a majority 
of the legal voters for the free-State ticket. 

Second District. 

^ In regard to this district, the testimony is conflicting and contra- 
dictory ; but the weight of the evidence, in the opinion of the under- 
signed, shows that there were many settlers came into this district 
after the census was taken, and before the March election. On the 
morning of election the free-State judges took arms with them into 
the judges' room. The free-State* men, under the lead of Judge 
Wakefield, took possession of the polls, and required all the pro- 
slavery men to be sworn without discrimination, and did not swear any 
free-State men. Tho pro-slavery residents objected to this, and de- 
clared that both parties ought to be sworn alike. After some time 
tlie free-State judges resigned, and other judges were selected by the 
crowd. No intimidation was used to prevent the free-State men from 
voting, but all were asked to come np and vote. The pro-slavery 



(1.) Horatio Owens, James Whitlock, A. B. Wade. 
(2.) James Whitlock, A. B. Wade. 
(3.) Horatio Owens, J. Whitlock, A. B. Wade. 
(4.( J. Whitlock, A. B. Wade, J. M. Banks. 
(5.) James Whitlock, John M. Banks. 
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ticket had a niujority in the district, as the froe-Stato party wero not 
united on tlicir ticket. ((')) In addition to the general testimony ro- 
latin^jf to this district, the undevHigned hogH to call tlio attention of 
the lIoiiHe eH}ieeially to the tcHtiniony of Parris Kllinon, one of the 
judges to ]ioUl said election, appointed hy Governor Jleeder liimaelf, 
which depoHition, with otherfl in relation to the election in that dis- 
ti'ict, i« hereunto a])j)ended and made part of this report. Mr. Elli- 
Boa, in hi» deposition, among other thingH, says : 

" The undersigned, I'arris Ellison, states on oath : That I em- 
igrated from Missouri to Kansas, and settled at Douglas, tho 
flecoud district, in Octoher, 1854, and have resided there ever since. 
I was present at the election held at Mr, Burson's, in the second dis- 
ti'ict, on the 80th March, ISfjS. I was appointed hy Governor lleeder 
m one of the judges, and Mr. Burson and Mr. Ramsay, I think, were 
the other two. We met at Mr. Bursou's house in the morning be- 
fore the liour to open the polls. Mr. Burson was a magistrate, ap- 
])ointed hy Governor Reeder, and ho qualified me and qualified 
Ramsay. Ramsay qualified Burson. We appointed the clerks, and 
qualified them. George W. Taylor was one of the clerks. My son 
Parris was very sick at the time, and I wanted to resign. I proposed 
t>'j resign if the other judges would permit me to name a man to serve 
in my place. Judge Wakefield, one of the candidates on the free- 
State ticket, was in the room, and interfered, telling the judges that 
they had power to name the man. They refused to let me appoint a 
man in my ^ylace, and I determined to serve, and did serve. I re- 
marked to the other judges that we were sworn to act impartially 
during the whole day. They said, Yes ; we are sworn to act impar- 
tially. We agreed that, inasmucli as they knew a great many voters 
that I did not know, and I knew a great many that they did not 
know, that those Avhom I knew should vote without swearing, and 
those whom they knew I would not require of them to be sworn . Under 
tliis agreement we commenced the election. After some twenty-nine 
or thirty votes were taken, the pro-slavery party had some two to 
one against the free-State party. The other two judges began to grum- 
hje. Dr. Brooks came up to vote. I knew Dr. Brooks had a claim 
in that district, and had been on it, and had put a house on it. 

" Dr. Brooks was a single man, and afterwards brought his mother 
there, and has resided there ever since. At the time of the election Dr. 
Brooks claimed to be a citizen of the district. I knew him to be a 
resident, and under our agreement I wanted to take his vote without 
swearing, but the other two judges refused to take his vote unless he 
would swear; this he refused to do, because he said that he had 
understood that, under tlie agreement, if Mr. Ellison took his vote 
"Without requiring him to swear, that was all that was necessary. 
The other two judges still refused to take his vote. The doctor 
Rtood at the window a long time, and said, that unless they would let 
him vote, as ho was a citizen of the district, and had been for some 
time previous, no other man should vote there that day, I told them 
that if they refused his vote it would create a fuss and confusion, and 



(6.) George W. Ward. 
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that it would l)c violating tlio agn.'cniont Tnmlo bofovo tlio cloction be- 
gun ; but hMU roCuHod. Slicnnau Woffiil thou otimo up to vote j but 
tiioy ri'Cusud to take Iuh vote witiiont swearing. 8hern\an said that 
ho could prove by mo that ho was a citizen of tlio district, and had 
been a citizen of the district from tho fall before.^ I know that Mr. 
Woflal was a rcHldcnt of tho district^ for ho was living there when I 
went to tho district to live. I bought hay of Mr. WofTal before tlie 
electioji, Avluch he had made und cured tho summer before. They 
still refused to let him vote, unlcsH ho would swear. lie refused to 
swear because they, tho judges, would not let him prove his residence. 
He said he would not swear. I had not, up to this time, objected to 
any of the persons that came up to vote which tho other two judges 
said they knew. I had kept the agreement made between us to tho 
word and letter. On account of this conduct on the part of tho other 
two judges, a i'uss and confusion arose in the crowd outside of the house. 
While the fuss was going on, I. proposed to adjourn, as I told them I 
thought it would be over in half an hour or so. Mr. Burson, there- 
upon, adjourned for half an hour. Ho proclaimed the adj(mrnment 
aloud. 1 told each one of tho judges to pick up a poll-book. I took 
the ballot-box, which one of the judges fried to take from me. I 
think it was Kamsay, but am not certain. Sharp words passed be- 
tween us, but I kept the ballot-box, and they took the poll-books and 
went oiT. A man by the name of Jones asked me where the poll* 
books were ? I told him, that Burson and Kamsay had taken them 
off. He followed them, and brought the poll-books back. 1 waited 
until the half hour had expired, and the other two judges did not 
come back. I waited ten minutes longer. I called them ; but they 
did not come. I called them again, and they did not appear. I told 
the i>eople that I would wait five or ten minutes longer, and if the 
other two judges did not come they would have a right to select two 
men to act in their places. I waited ten minutes and they did not 
come, and the people elected two men to act in their places, namely, 
Sherman Woffal and Frank Labay. They were qualified. I asked 
Mr. Taylor to repeat the oath to them, which he did ; but, by mis- 
take, ]\[r. Taylor signed the oath instead of myself. Mr. Taylor had 
been fworn in as a clerk by Mr. Burson and Mr. Ramsay. Messrs. 
Woftal and Labay and I then opened the polls, and the electfon 
went off quietly during the remainder of tho day. We kept the 
polls open until 6 o'clock in the evening. Andrew McDonald was 
the pro -slavery candidate for council, and Judge Wakefield was the 
free-State candidate for council. 0. H. Brown and Mr. Ward were 
the pro-slavery candidates for the house of representatives, and Jesse 
was one of the free-State candidates for the house, and the other 
I do not remember. All the votes received after we began the 
second time were for the pro-slavery candidates. The ballot-box 
which I took possession of at the time of the adjournment I care- 
fully preserved, and did not open it imtil 6 o'clock in the evening. 
It was then opened in presence of the other two judges, who had 
been selected by the people, and the clerks. The ballots were count- 
ed, and there were twenty-one votes for the pro-slavery ticket, and 
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twelve voioH for tlio IVoo-Stato ticket. Wlicn we cDUimGUCcd the 
election tlio Hyooiul tiino, we got juiotlun* ballot-box. 

" Wlion T got there in the iiiorniiig, tlierc v.imh; Home thirty or forty 
men present about the liouse, and when 1 went into the liouse I (saw 
son\e lilteen or twenty gunn wtanding in oru) corner of tiie lion-^o, 
which iiad been brought there by the I'ree-Stale men. Wliun the 
juljournnient took ]>iace, the guuH were taken away by thie free-State 
men. Tlie.se gnns were all the gun« that 1 .saw on the ground. 1 
(lid not RQC a gun in tlie handH of a pro-.slavcry man that day. There 
was no ciiarge nuido with either guns or pintols or other wea)ionH at 
(he window, nor were there any threats of violence made by the pro- 
.slavery men. There was no violence connnitted by the pro-shivery 
niea there that day to the judges, nor were tlievo <'i,ny threats of 
violence olFercvl, as 1 saw. I did not sec Mr. Samuel Jones pull out 
his watch a,nd say to the judges, Ramsay and Burson, that he would 
give tlieni five minutes to resign, nor did I hear him afterwards say 
to them that ho would give them one minute to resign. If this had 
occurred, I should have seen and heard it, for I was in tiie house all 
tlie time, and was at the door when these two judges came out. I 
- did not see Samuel Jones in the house at any time while Hamsa,y and 
I'urson were there. In my neighborhood I was well acquainted with 
Ihe settlers there, and at the thno of the election and before. The 
residents were almost all pro-slavery. From what I knew myself, 
and the information received from the census taker and others, I am 
K^itisfied that the pro-slavery party had a decided majority in the 
second district." 

This is the district in which it is represented that sheriff Jones 
ligured so conspicuously. The testimony of Mr. Ellison clearly dis- 
proves all such allegations. 0\dier depositions, herewith filed and 
made part of this report, fully confirm the testimony of Mr. E^Usoii. 

TnniD District. 

The testimony in relation to this district is, that the pro-slavery 
^.>arty had a majority among the actual settlers of the district. (7) 

Fourth District. 

The testimony in relation to this district shows that the pro-slavery 
party had a majority among the actual settlers. (8) 

Fifth District. 

In this district the te^tiniony goes to show that there was a major- 
ity for the free-State party. 

Sixth District. 

The testimony goes to show that the pro-slavery party had a major- 

(7.) Geo. Holmes. 

iSi A. S. Jchuso&t T. Mockbee. 

6 
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ity of tlio actual eettlera in this d'lBtrict, and alHo that moat of tlio IVeo- 
Stato men voted for the pro-slavery candidates. ('.)) 

Seventh Distuct. 

The testimony shows that the pro-slavery party had » majority 
avnon,, the actual settlers in thiw district. (10) 

ElGHTn DlST.HICT. 

As to this district, no testimony was taken on either side, so far 
as the undersigned noAV rememhers. 

Ninth District. 

The testimony shows that in this district the pro-slavery party 
were in the majority among the actual settlers. (11) 

Tenth District. 

The testimony shows that the election was conducted fairly in this 
district, and the result would not have heen changed by the rejection 
of all c ;i egal votes on both sides. 

Eleventh District. 

In this district there is no evidence to impeach the correctness of the 
election returns as made to and sanctioned by the governor. 

Twelfth District. 

There is no evidence to impeach the correctness of the returns of 
election for this district. 

Thirteenth District. 

The evidence shows that there was a pro-slavery majority of the 
actual residents in this district, and that there was no force or intimi- 
dation used to prevent free-State men from voting. (12) 

Fourteenth District. 

Thp evidence shows that the pro-slavery party was largely in the 
majority among the actual residents in this district ; that the election 
was peaceable and quiet, and that no intimidation was used to pre- 
vent any one from voting. (13) 



(9) Wm. Bfvrbee, Joseph C. Anderson, S. A. Williams, T. B,. Arnett. 

(10) C. A. Linkenauger. Andrew Johnson. 

(11) C. R. Mobley, Thomas Reynolds. 

^12) Wm. Tcbbs, 0. H. Tebbs, and othero. 

(13) W. P. Richardson, Willard P. Hall, J. H. Whitehead, J. P. Blair, and others. 
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Tho ovitleiice in re<j;ard to ilil.s diHtrict shows that; the pro-«laver 
' ])arty wcro Iai'{i;ely in tlio majority anion;;? tlic actnal residontH — prob- 
ably ten to onci — and tlnit there was no ibrec or intimidation used to 
prevent any man from voting.(M) 

SrXTKKNTn D lstiuct. 

Tho evidence shows that tlie election in this district was conducted 
peaceably and quietly, and no intimidation or Ibrce used to prevent 
any one from voting. There was a decided pro-slavery majority 
among the actual settlers in this district. (15) 

Se VEKTEENTII DlSXlUCT . 

'i'he evidence shows that in this district the election was conducted 
peaceably and quietly, and that the pro-slavery party were in tho 
majority among the actual settlers. (16) 

— EiaiiTEENTii District. 

The evidence shows that the election was conducted peaceably and 
quietly, and that there was a decided pro-slavery majority among the 
actual settlers in this district. (17) 

Upon an examination of the testimony taken before the committee, 
what the undersigned has affirmed in relation to these several districts 
will be found to be sustained by the proof. And from all the testi- 
mony collected, when compared and weighed properly, the under- 
signed feels confident that it will appear to every unprejudiced mind, 
not only that General Whitfield was duly elected, by the actual 
„ and hona/ide residents, a delegate to Congress at the fii'st election, 
in November, 1854, but that the free-State party was in the minority 
in the Territory at the March election in 1855, for members of the 
legislature; and that tliat election was not carried either by force, 
violence, or non-residents, but that a majority of the legislature was 
duly elected as certified to by the governor, and was properly consti- 
tuted as a law-making body ; and, as a consequence, that the laws 
passed by them, as far as they are consistent with the constitution 
of the United States and the organic act of the Territory^ are valid ; 
smd, as a further consequence, that the sitting delegate, having been 
duly elected a delegate to Congress under a Territorial law thus 
passed, is entitled to a seat on this floor as such. 

And having gone through this branch of the subject, the under- 
signed now beg leave to refer to other matters alluded to by the ma- 
jority of the committee in their report. They speak of a certain secret 
political society formed in the State of Missouri, known by difierent 



(14) John W. Martin, N. Williams. 

(15) W. G. Matthias, L. J. Eastin, R. R. Rees, Amoe Eeea, A. T. Pattie, J H. Day, A 
McAuley, and others. 

(16) Cyprian Choiitoau, Rev. T. Johnson. 

(17) R. L. Kirk, J. W. Foreman. 
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mvnos, such as ''Sot'iiil liiuid," " Kriciids' Hociety," Bine Lodge," 
"Sons of the Soulii" — the oVjecl: oC which was to Bcnd eniigniiits into 
KaiiHas \'or the ]))n"i)Ose ot'njaking it a shive Stato. 

Ju rei>ly to this |)art of tlicir re])\)rt it is only necessary to .stato 
that the evi(hMK!o shows tliat these orga?iizations were lonned for t.lie 
[)nri)ose of counteracting siniihir and other organizations, first started 
at tiiceast and elsewhere, for the ptu'pose of colonizing the Territory 
witli persons lor the avowed ohject of making Ka,nsas a free ISlate, 
and in this way ultimately allecting injuriously the institutions of 
M.issouri. 

The lirst society of this kind was formed in the city of Washington, 
immediately after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska hill. It was 
composed oi" memhers of Congress of both branches, and others. 

The undersigned relbrs, in this connexion, to the testimony of the 
Hon. Daniel Mace, a member from Indiana, which is apjiended to 
this report and made part thereof. In Ins deposition he states that 
such ;j,n association was ibrnied in Washington innnodiately after the 
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act. It was called the Kansas Aid 
Hociety, the members of which subscribed various sums of money, lie 
himself subscribing $50 or {^100, he is not certain whicli amount. The — 
object of the movement was to induce };ersons to go to Kansas who 
would make that their home, and who would at all elections vote 
ag;iinst tbiO institution of slavery. Mr. Goodrich, a member of the 

1 ionse of Kepresentatives from Massachusetts, was the president of the 
society. 

ii^oou after this society was formed, other societies were formed in 
the eastern States for the same object ; that h, for the purpose of send- 
ing persons to Kansas to control the elections thoreY A society of this 
kind formed in Boston, Massachusetts, commenced sending emigrants 
to Kansas for this avow^cd object. To show the object of this last- 
named Emigrant Aid Company, the undersigned begs leave to refer to 
a letter written by Thomas H. Webb, corresponding secretary of the 
company, and which is among the testimony taken by the committee. 
It is as follows : 

Boston, Jugmt 14, 1854- 

Dear Sir: By the pamphlet mailed you, much of the informatiti*. 
which yon desire can be obtained. 

The next party will leave here on the 29th inst., at quarter past 

2 p. m. ; they will go via Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago, Alton, and St. 
Louis, and will disembark at Kansas City, near the mouth of Kansas 
river. The fare through will be about §25 for first-class accommoda- 
tions; meals extra, which need not cost, on an average, more than 
tv.'onty cents. Each person is allowed 100 pounds of baggage, and for 
all excess will be liable to pay about ^3 per 100, Children under 
throe years will be taken free ; between three and twelve, pay halt- 
price. No pledges are required from those wlio go ; but as our prin- 
ciples are known, we trust those who differ from us will be honest 
enough to take some other route. 
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The ap;ont who hicatctl our pioneer party will accompany the next 
one, and furnish all rctjnisito information. 
Youra, rcKpectfiillv, 

THOMAS ir. WEBB, 

Sec. mil. Aid 

A. Jennings, Province to ivn, 3lass. 

The undcrsifijned also refers to a pamplilet admitted in evidence be- 
fore the conmiittee, I'rom which he submits the following extracts: 

" Tjie ProNuau Pakty. — Charles II. Branscomb, esq., one of the com- 
pany's agents, went up with the pioneer party, and located them on a 
beautiful tract of land previously selecte(l by him as an advantageous 
position lor a town-site. Tliis spot is situated six miles above the 
Wakarnsa, a tributary of the Kansas river, and about thirty-five miles 
above the mouth of the latter stream, on its south side. For a brief 
ilL'scription, the reader iw referred to tlie paragraph commencing on 
page eleven, and continued on i)age twelve, of this pamphlet. 

Mr. B. travelled in various sections of the Territory, and says it is 
impossible for one who has not been in tliat region to conceive of its 
— beauty and fertility ; he confirms all the statements that have been 
made resj^ecting it in our pamphlet. 

"The second party left this city on Tuesday, the 29th of August. 
They reached Kansas City September 6th, and entered the Teri-itory 
under the guidance of Charles Robinson and S. L. Pomeroy, agents of 
tlie company. They were cordially received by the pioneer party, 
and have made a joint settlement at the beautiful site selected by Mr. 
Branscomb. 

The third party, under the guidance of Mr. Branscomb, (avIio has 
returned twice from Kansas since July,) left Boston September 26th. 
It numbered eighty-six persons, to which accessions were made at 
Worcester, Kochester, and elsewhere westward. Messrs. Pomeroy 
and Robinson are making great exertions to accommodate the parties 
for the winter, and to provide the materials for the erection of houses 
in the spring. This pressure of business involves a large expenditure, 
which their experience will enable them to make with prudence and 
discretion. But their drafts cannot be met with the funds in the 
hands of the trustees, unless ' material aid' furnished by those who 
wish for success to the enterprise shall be very much greater than it 
has been thus far. 

" The fourth party left this city the 17tli of October. It numbered 
123 individuals, to which sixty wej'e added at Worcester, a number at 
Springfield, Albany, Rochester, and Buffalo. At Chicago a large ac- 
cession was anticipated, and ere leaving St. Louis the number will 
exceed 250." 

This was all in the summer and fall of 1854, and prior to the first 
election for a delegate to Congress, in November of that year. 
Whatever organizations, therefore, were formed in Missouri, of the 
character alluded to by the majority of the committee, were formed 
solely and expressly for the purpose of counteracting those organiza- 
tions previously formed elsewhere. This the testimony abundantly 
proves. 
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The tOHr-imony aliso hIiowh that cini{jjrant8 going out nnrlor those 
Mid Himihir organizations were suppHed with arms and munitions of 
war. Great numbers of Bharpo's rifles and several pieces of artillery- 
were sent to the Territory. And if arms were taken by emigrants 
from Missouri, it was only for the purpose of defence against arms 
in the hands of emigrants from otlier quarters. 

The testimony shows that largo numbers of persons sent out by 
these eastern societies went into the Territory during the month of 
March, just before the election, declaring it to be their intention to 
vote ; that they came there for that purpose; and in a i'ew days after 
the election, great numbers of these persons were seen returning to 
the nortli and east, saying, many of them, that tliey had voted.* The 
testimony also shows that a large number of Missourians went over 
to the Territory on the day of election, merely to prevent illegal 
voting on the ])art of these eastern emigrants, and few of these 
Missourians, and only a few, are proven to have voted, and their 
names given, by the testimony ; not as many in all as those of the 
eastern emigrants, who it is proven voted illegally at Lawrence. 

The majority of your committee in their report say, that the only 
cause of the hostilities in the Territory was the known desire of the 
citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas a free State, and their repug- 
nance to laws imposed upon them by non-residents. 

The undersigned, however, is unable to concur with them in that 
allegation. On the contrary, he affirms, what he believes to bo the 
truth of the matter, that the cause of all the difficulties in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, from its organization down to the present time, is to 
to be found, first, .is bef<>ro stated, in the various organizations of 
members of Congress, and in the northern and eastern States, with 
the avowed purpose of colonizing the Territory with persons of anti- 
slavery sentiments, to the end of making Kansas a free State ; 
secondly, that finding themselves defeated and thwarted in their pur- 
pose of electing a legislature in favor of making Kansas a free State, 
as shown in a former yjart of this report, being chagrined and morti- 
fied, they, the anti-slavery party in the Territory of Kansas, in a fit 
of desperation, determined to set themselves up in opposition to, and 
in resistance of, the laws passed by the Kciusas legislature, and to 
resist them to a "bloody issue," if necessary to their defeat and utter 
subversion. Indeed, the undersigned affirms, llit'^- even before the 
legislature convened, there were propositions made to form an organi- 
zation of a military character, to resist any and all laws which might 
be enacted by that legislature, by force of arms, even should such 
resistance result in the subversion of the government of the Terri- 
tory, and to the peril of the Union itself. 

In proof of this allegation, the undersigned begs leave to refer to 
the testimony of Dr. J. N. 0. P. Wood, which is as follows: 

"1 came into the Territory first about the 1st of April, 1854 ; I 
located permanently in Lawrence about the Tth of October, 1854 ; I 
resided there until some time the last of March, or the 1st of April 
last, and then I went to Lecompton. About the time I came there, 
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there was considerable difficulty between what was called the Law- 
rence AsHOcifition, of which Dr. Robinson was president, and the set- 
tlers that were not tnenibcrs of this association. The members of the 
association held a meeting two or three evenings after I {jot there, and 
elected a jndgc, and a Mr. Grover marshal, and organized a compa- 
ny, which I think they called the 'shot-gun battalion,' for the pur- 
pose of preventing persons that did not belong to their association 
from settling about the place, and taking timber and stone from the 
claims of those who did live there. They said there was no law in 
the Territory ; that the organic act was unconstitutional — made so by 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise ; and that they intended to form 
an association, and make and enforce their own lawS;, irrespective of 
tlie laws of Congress, until there could be a change in Congress, by 
which the Missouri compromise could be restored, and the organic act 
set aside. 

" There was no open opposition to the execution of the laws until 
Governor Reeder appointed justices of the peace,, and one or two mem- 
bers of this association were arrested. They refused to recognise the 
power of the justice of the peace, and refused to attend as witnesses, 
— and would on\j attend their own provisional court, as they termed it. 

" When the legislature was about to be elected, they held a meet- 
ing, and brought out their candidates. After the legislature was 
elected, and before they met, there were several meetings held in 
Lawrence, and at those meetings they passed resolutions declaring 
they would submit to no laws passed by that legislature. This was what 
was called the Lawrence association, different from the town associa- 
tion. It was composed of men sent out under the auspices of the 
Emigrant Aid society, and Dr. Robinson was at the head of the asso- 
ciation. Many belonging to this association lived in different parts 
of the Territory. They were allowed to vote at the meetings of the 
association, which I sometimes attended, and those who weie not 
enrolled as members of the association were not allowed to vote or 
debate at their meetings. Some of them lived at Ossawatomie, To- 
peka, Manhattan, and other places in the Territory. They resolved 
not to obey the laws that would be passed by the legislature, and only 
obey their own provisional laws until they could form a provisional 
government for the Territory. 

The first general meeting, while the legislature was in session, 
was held in Lawrence in July or August, 1855. Before that time 
their meetings had been of the association ; but this was the first gea- 
eral meeting. That was the first meeting at which I recollect hear- 
ing Colonel Lane take ground in opposition to the laws that the legis- 
lature, then in session, should pass. All the public speakers that I 
lieard there, said they did not intend to obey the laws that should be 
passed, but intended to form a provisional government for themselves. 
After the legislature adjourned, the first meeting at which I heard 
any declarations with regard to the resistance of the laws was held 
at Blanton's bridge. Col. Lane, Mr. Emery, and Mr. John Hutchin- 
son addressed the meeting, urging the people to resist the laws, let 
the consequences be what they might. 

In private conversation with those men, they always expressed 
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their dctcnnliiatioii to rcsiHt tlie laws, and said tlio ofllccrs and po8se 
shonld not cnlbrco tlie lawB. Thoy Haid they had a now code oChiwB 
called 8hari)o'H Revised StatutoH, and they were {^oiiig to use tlieni in 
preference to any otluTS. It was a common remarlc, that they would 
U8e ►Shari)o'H revised statutes in preference to any others. 

1 think tlie first box of rifles came tliere marked Uevised Statntos. 
I think after Mr. Diet/der came back he said he brouglit tlie rilles 
with him. When they were brought to Lawrence they wanted to j)Ut 
them in my warehouse. They were lying at my door, and 1 inquired 
what thoy were, and Mr. Salter, who was keeping tlie warehouse for 
me, said they were emigrant aid guns. I objected to their being put 
in my warehouse, and they were taken and put in Mr. Simpson's 
office. I told them I would not be the first to harbor gnus brought 
there for revolution. 

I often expostulated with Lane, Eobinson, and others, l>oth pub- 
licly and privately, as to their course, and addressed the meeting at 
Blanton's bridge in o])position to their course. They said they would 
resist the laws regardless of consequences. 

" The next public meeting I recollect of was the Big Springs con- 
vention. At that convention I had but little conversation, except 
with Governor Keeder and Judge Johnson. Prior to the meeting 
several days, Governor Reeder came up to our place. I heard that 
he was urging the people to resist the laws, and do so by setting a 
different day ibr the election of delegate to Congress, on which he 
should be voted for. I called on him at his room, and asked him if 
he had recommended that course, and he said that he had intended 
to have returned to Pennsylvania, but upon reflection he had con- 
cluded that if they would take that course at the convention, he 
would be a candidate for Congress, and had returned from Kansas 
City, where he had taken his trunks and baggage. He said he had 
understood since he came there that Lane, Roberts, and others, would 
be candidates before the convention ; but if they would withdraw, 
and the course he had indicated was taken, he would be a candidate 
for Congress. He said it would give him an opportunity to bring 
the matter before Congress, and with the majority they had then in 
Congress against the democratic party he thought he could succeed 
in ousting General Whitfield if elected. 

" A meeting was held in Lawrence, and it was agreed upon that 
a different day should be fixed upon for the election ; and the candi- 
dates who were there — Robinson, Lane, and some others — agreed to 
withdraw in favor of Governor Reeder. This was four or five days 
before the Big Springs convention, 

I rode up to that convention in company with General Pomeroy, 
who invited me to go up with him. At the convention I had another 
conversation with Governor Reeder. We had always been on the 
most intimate terms, and I talked with him as I would v/ith any 
friend. I talked with him, and said that I thought that by taking 
that course, and thereby repudiating the laws, it would bring a state 
of anarchy upon the Territory that he nor I would probably live to 
see the end of. I said it would be opening the door and c^^^'^S 
invitation to outlaws outside of the Territory to come and make that 
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the field of operations ; that it would bring about a state of things 
that would bo injurious to the country, by pfoventing capitalists from 
risking their means in such a country. 

" llo replied tluit he tliought dilfcrontly ; that they had determined 
to adopt the platform of the To])eka convention, held before that time, 
recommending the formation of a provisional government. I think 
he took a pencil and draughted a resolution recommending tlie calling 
of a convention to form a State constitution. Ho said he would olFer 
that resolution ; they could go on and form their State constitution, 
appoint an executive committee to issue a proclamation calling for 
the election of delegates to form a free-State constitution, and the^ 
would elect their members to the legislature, pass their laws ; and if 
Congress did not admit them, they would pass their own laws, and 
go on indc})endently of Congress, until such time as they could be 
admitted, 

"I remarked, that would bring them immediately in conflict with the 
acts of the Territorial legislature, one or the other of which must 
become supreme ; and I thought it would necessaril)'- bring on a colli- 
sion between the two opposing parties^ and involve the country in an 
- armed difficulty. 

" He replied, that they had mado up their minds to resist the law3, 
and by forming a free-State constitution they could get the aid ami 
sympathy of the No''th to help them enforce their provisional laws ; 
that they were determined to resist the Territorial laws. That was 
about the substance of the conversation. 

" In his speech before the convention, he urged them to resist 
the Territorial laws at all hazards. I have read the speech of Gov. 
Eeeder as reported in the proceedings of the Big Springs convention, 
in a printed copy now bofore me. I cannot say that it contains all 
his speech. He spoke for an hour, or a little ov3r an hour. I under- 
stood him distinctly to say this : that he wanted them, if they had 
any regard for their rights, not to appeal to the laws for redress, nor 
pnswer others if appealed to. He called them 'bogus' laws, meaning 
thereby the Territorial laws. That, I think, is about the substance of 
what he said. 

"I came down home, I believe, in company with Judge Johnson, 
who disapproved of the course adopted. I had conversations with 
Governor lieeder afterwards, but we held our respective positions. 

'' A proclamation was issued by what was called the Executive 
Committee, calling an election for State ofhcers and legislature, a con- 
vention to form a State constitution having met and formed a State 
constitution. I talked with Lane and Robinson often about this m.atter. 
ihere were free-State men in Lawrence who opposed this course^, and 
oppose it yet. I myself co-operated with the free-State i)arty, until 
they took these revolutionary steps, and then I left them. 

" I lived in Illinois twelv^e years before I came to this Territory." 

Indeed the undersigned affirmed, upon the testimony, that either 
before the meeting of the legislature, or during its session, or after its 
adjournment, there were other organizations formed, to resist by force 
of arras the execution of any laws the legislature might pass, or any 
which they had passed, at all hazards, even to the destruction ol the 
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Tc'iriton'al goveriiTnent, and the (lisinembernient of the conlbderacy 
itself. Ill proof of this tlsaertion the underBigned begs leave to refer 
to till) to.stiiiiony of Pat. Laughliii, and the testimony of Dr. Andrew 
J. Francis. 

Pat. iiau^hlin testifies, in Hul)stance, that he came to Kansas from 
tl»e State of Kentudcy, in May, .1855. Ho settled in J)oniphan, and 
favored the free-soil sentiment. He became a frec-soiler about tlio 
middle of August, J 855, and had a meeting of that party on the 25th 
of the same month ; at which meeting S. Collins i)resided. 

The meeting — although it was one intended ibr all of the four- 
teentlv election district, as designated by Gov. Keeder, in his ofRcial 
proclamation governing the spring election of 1855 — had but about 
forty members in it, and that, too, in a district i'ar more thickly pop- 
ulated than any other district in the Territory of Kansas. 

This meeting was addressed by A. Lazelere, Dr. G. A. Cutler, C. 
W. Stewart, B. Harding, and others, all of whom urged very strongly 
on the meeting the necessity of forming a society something on the 
order of the "Know-nothings,'* by which they could unite their small 
party, and labor more effectually against the pro-slavery party. This 
idea was received with general acclamation by every member of the — 
meeting but himself. He thought this a good sign of their " Know- 
nothing" origin. He tlierefore opposed the manoeuvres they were 
making; told them if tlicy went into such measures, they would find 
in him an unrelenting enemy. They, sooner than cause any disturb- 
ance in their yet feeble ranks,, gave up all thoughts of such organiza- 
tions. The meeting then went on; and, after disposing of all busi- 
ness before it, we had speeches from several of the leading men — S. 
Collins, Dr. G. A. Cutler, C. W. Stewart, John Fee, A. Lazelere. 
B. Harding, B. G. Cady, and others — many of whom strongly urged 
that the people ought to rise in arms, and with their miglit resist the 
authorities; and sooner than permit slavery in Kansas, or even to 
submit to the rGjjeal of the Missouri Compromise, to go with ail 
their might for a disimion of the States ; and, in order to efTect their 
purpose, shed, if necessary, the last drop of their blood. Those 
speeches were received with acclamation by the poor deluded listeners. — 
He was appointed at this meeting, together with several others, to 
represent the people of this (14th) district at the Big Springs conven- 
tion, to be held on the 5th of September, i^ext day several of the 
delegates met, and solicited him to go before the rest several days, 
that he might find out what our party was doing in other parts of the 
Territory. He started for Lawrence on the 27th of August, and after 
riding as far as Ocena, in Atchison county, he stopped a': the house 
of Mr. Crosby, and made himself known to him. lie then made him 
acquainted with the secret military organization, which organization 
had been on foot from the 4th of April, 1855. (There was another 
society previous to this.) Mr. Crosby then gave him a letter of intro- 
duction to G. W. Brown, of the Herald of Freedom. 

He went to Lawrence, and after acquainting Brown 'with his busi- 
ness, and giving him the letter of Mr. Crosby, he showed him a great 
number of Sharpe's rifles — he sunpostd about 75 or 100 — and told him 
they were sent to them by the Emigrant Aid Society, of Boston; that 
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this society luul also sent, and woiiUl coiitiiiuo to send, men and means 
to make KaiiHas a free Stato by i'orco, it' nocossary. Ho told him that 
the arniii and munitions of war were sent generally as dry goods or 
books to the a.ijjent of the society; and were sent concealed in this 
manner, tliat tliey might not bo detected by tlie United 8tti(,ea offi- 
cers, lie told him that when our reginieiU would number thirty 
men, wo could send a delegate to Boston ; but that lio must first visit 
Lawrence, where he would get letters of introdurstion to the society in 
IJoston, who would furnish us witli as many rifloss as .va had men to 
bear theui in tlie neighborhood; and, furthermore, that he would get 
tliem gratis. 

While in Lawrence, a box of goods came, directed to 0. Robinson; 
it was taken into the room where they hold their secret meetings. A 
friend of liis invited him to go up with him to see the kind of goods 
they received from the East. He went up, and, to his surprise, saw 
in the box a lot of blue jackets and wliite i^ants for mjlltary uniform; 
also a drum and drum-sticks. 

The lookers-on winked with tlieir eyes, as though they meant some- 
thing. There was a large house, which answered the do\ible purpose 
of a hotel and fort, and with which the public is very familiar ; it was 
then in the course of erection by the Emigrant Aid Society of Boston ; 
it had port-holes in it for guns. He was told by Mr. Brown, Mr. 
Conway, Hutchison, and Lowry, and many other leading men among 
the abolitionists, that this hotel was intended principally for a fortifi- 
cfition for their town, for they expected t.heir conduct would bring 
thera, before long, into a collision with the authorities. 

A. H. Recder seemed very well acquainted with the secret military 
order. Immediately after he told his business tc Mr. Brown, and let 
him know he was a member of the secret order, he had an introduc- 
tion to A. H. Reeder. They both then got up and went into the 
back room, where the rifles were, about twenty-five feet from him, 
and stood in a position on the floor where he had a full view of them. 
He could see from their actions, and from part of their conversation, 
wliich he overheard, that he and the society were the principal topics 
of their conversation. When they finished their interview a preacher 
came in, and he was introduced as late of Boston. The throe then 
began a conversation, in which the topic was, what men and means 
they could get by the next election, which was to come off in the fail, 
for delegate to Congress. They spoke of a preacher who had gone to 
Boston for the express purpose of getting voters and other means to 
insure success at the coming election. 

Pursuant to public notice, the convention of the abolitionists met 
at Big Springs, on tne 5tli of September, 1855 ; also the executive 
committee. This committee claimed the sole right to govern the 
Territory. He was introduced to this convention by A. H. Reeder. 
His manner of introducing him was very strange, and he was made a 
rcember without being proposed in his hearing. Shortly after he w£,s 
introduced to the committee a man whose name, he thought, was 
McOullough, and whose accent and outward demeanor bespoke him to 
bel rora the eastern States, ofiered the following resolution : 

" Resolved, That every reliable free-State man in the Territory be 
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furnislied ^vith a rif).e, a bruoe of pistols, ami a mhvo, gratis ; and that 
lio bo required id inkc an oatli^to coino when called ii])on, and muster 
into service under his superior officer, and to sacrifice his lil'o, if 
necessary, to rescue the person and property'- of any person who would 
he brought under the jurisdiction of the present laws of the Territory." 

The above resolution was seconded, and received by loud stampings 
in every part of the house, except the cliairman, (0. Ilobinson,) who 
remained sikmt a few moments, as though lost in deep thought. He 
at last spoke up, and asked the gentleman to withdraw his motion, 
find they would Jict upon it in a more j)rivato manner. All seemod 
silent ami soenuHl to wonder at the chairman's course. Another spolcei 
up, and said he tliought the resolution interfered M'ith provisions al- 
ready made. 

The chairman said he thought not ; but, for reasons he cared not 
to give at present, he wished the gentleman to withdraw his re- 
solution, and let them act upon it in a more private manner. It 
was then Avithdrawn. This cun)raittee, in assuming the government 
of tile Territory, appointed two governing committees of three men 
each side of the Kansas river, whose duty it was to establish post 

offices, mail routes, and mail carriers, to carry and take care of all 

free-soil and abolition mails, which was confined to the Territory. 
These two governing committees had the power to appoint persons 
who would arbitrate all difficulties arising in their respective districts. 
Persons so appointed were subject to removal, and responsible to tlte 
governing committee for any neglect of duty or abuse of power. In 
like manner, the governing committees were responsible to the execu- 
tive committee. 

All expenses of the above-named officials were to be borne by the 
executive committee, who would derive the necessary aid from tli« 
eastern States and the Emigrant Aid Society of Boston. The execu- 
tive committee issued orders for all free-State men to give into tlie 
governing committees all tlie statements they could which would effect 
anything in weakening the pro-slavery party. He being further 
north than any of the other two who were on the committee with him, 
he had all the statements to take of those north of him, and any other ~ 
direction that was convenient. 

There were many wlio gave him their statements against the legis- 
lature and private individuals. All those who gave him any state- 
ments, had it in such language as was capable of being construed into 
a more dangerous meaning for the pro-slavery party, than what tlie 
real definition should be. Many of them told him they w^ere making 
use of language that would make the pro-slavery party appear to the 
world more guilty than they in reality were ; and no matter how false 
a meaning was put on their statements, they w^ould be easy in con- 
science if they could realize their object. Many told him, when called 
upon, they were willing to swear that thousands of Missourians came 
over an(/ voted, although he saw none; but admitted to him that they 
saw no Missourians vote, nor did they know of any who did. He had 
heard A. H. Keeder urge the people to rebellion and bloodshed, whiie 
they listened to him as though he were one of the prophets and patri- 
archs of old. He had heard men say, who appeared to take and hold 
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a liigli poRition ftmon*:? tho rtbnlitionistw, openly boast ihat they had 
helped to run off n(?groc8 from tho south into (/anada, uiul liopcul the 
day was near at hand when they woidd Hiieceed in all their deHip;n8, 
and settle those gentlemen ol' color alonjjjthe shoroM oi' Kansas, where 
they coidd make war on the infitituttons oi'tlie Hontli — jtjirtieidarly of 
Mitssonri — till there would not he i\ Rlave left in it. ISuch are the prin- 
ciples of those who keep Kansas in a state ol' rebellion, and such arc 
the men who are tho leaders of tho abolitionists— loading them on to 
thievery, treason, and death. 

He has heard Jud^e Johnson, of the TJnited States supreme court 
for the Territory, often instruct the jieople that, when called on to 
swear in the Territory, they might swear to what suited them, and 
they would not be perjured, as there was no law in the Territory, 
Wliilst in Lawrence as delegate to the convention of the free-k?tat« 
men to be held at Big Springs, he heard many of the people say many 
o<' their people returned after the spring election. There were a great 
many camps at liawrenee then. Some of those forming the camps 
told him that they would return to the States in the latter part of 
the fall. At the fall and winter election for a delegate to Congress, 
for a State constitution and the foruuxtion of a State government, the 
judges of the polls had instructions publicly, that in case of Indian or 
other troubles they might adjourn from day to day, and finally to 
any other district in the Territory, to hold their election. 13 ut the 
private instructions were, if pro-slavery men attempted to vote, and 
were likely to have a majority, they must adjourn from day to day, 
and finally to any free-soil district io the Territory. lie heard 
many of the people in Lawrence curse the Emigrant Aid Society of 
Boston, and say if it did not pay them soon they would return to the 
States, for it had failed to pay them for some time. He was told by 
several of the emigrants in Lawrence that the Emigrant Aid Society 
of Boston paid the expenses of all men who would come out to 
Kansas to vote for it to he a free State. 

The following is an extract from the deposition of Andrew J. 
Francis : 

" Offers were made to me by various persons to introduce me to a 
«enret political organization. The only name I ever received as ft 
snember of the lodge was * Kaneaa Regulator.* The next- inormng 
i was conversing with Governor Reeder, Jas. H. Lane, G. P. Lowry, 
and several others, one by the name of Chapman and one by the 
name of Hornsby ; hut both these gentlemen had merely come up to 
us as we were standing on the corner of the street talking. I had 
noticed black ribbons tied in the shirt-bosoms of several gentlemen ; 
I noticed one or two tied to Governor Reeder's shirt-bosom. I made 
the inquiry^as to what those black ribbons meant. Colonel Lane 
asked me to go with him, and he would show me soraethins* that 
would please me better than what I had seen the night before. The 
night before I had attended a masonic lodge. Colonel Lane was in 
the lodge w^hile I was there. I made some reply to Lane, as though 
awaiting to go with him, saying that I would have to see something 
tiiat would please me extraordinarily w^ell, if it pleased me better than 
what I had seen the night before. I went with Colonel Lane to the 
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law-office of Jolin Hutchison, as I afterwards found out. Governor 
Hcedcr did not go into tlie room whore 1. wa^^ initiated. Doctor 
Robinson was Rtandin<^ just before the door, with a lady, I think. 
Cohnicl Lane aHljed him to leave the lady ami ^ro into the otriee with 
UB. ilobinson rather objected at first, but finally came in with us 
and Kaid he svould explain tho nature of the ori^'aiii/atiou he was 
about to ini<'iate me into. Tlie 8ub«tance of tlie explanation wa.s 
that Kansas was a beautiful country and well adai»ted to freedom, 
and tlic best territory in the world for the frien(l8 of froe<lom to 
operat(j on, more e.s])ecially for those who were engaged in tho i'reo- 
whito 8tate cause. After ])roceeding in that strain for awhile, ho 
asked imi if 1 was willing to pledge my word and honor that [ would 
keo]) secret what I saw there and who J. saw there, provided he would 
pledge his word and honor that there was nothing that would inter- 
fere with ray duties as a citizen, or that was disloyal in any respect. 
I replied that I was willing. He then gave me some other instruc- 
tions that I do not now recollect, of about the same import as tho 
first. Colonel Lane then took me in hand and told me that he could 
administer the grand obligation, which was done by my repeating after 

him, as follows : 

•T, of my own free will and a,ccord, in the presence of Almighty 
God and these witnesses, do solemnly swear that I will always hail, 
forever conceal, and never reveal any of the secrets of this organiza- 
tion to any person in the known world, except it be to a member of 
the order, or within the body of a just and legal council. I further- 
more promise and swear, that 1 will not write, print, stain, or indite 
them on anything movable or immovable, whereby the least figure or 
character may become intelligible to myself or any other person. I 
furthermore promise and swear, that I will at all times, and under all 
circumstances, hold myself in readiness to obey, even to death, the 
orders of my superior officers. 1 furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will at all times, and under all circumstances, use my inflnence to 
make Kansas a free-white State. I i'urthermore promise and swear, 
that all things else being equal, I will employ a free-State man in 
preference to a Missouri man, or a pro-slavery man. I furthermore 
promise and swear, that all business that I may transact, so far as in 
my power, shall be transacted with free-State men. I furthermore 
promise and swear, that I will at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, bold myself in readiness to take up arms in defence of free- 
State principles, even though it should subvert the government, I 
furthermore promise and swear, that I will at all times, and under all 
circumstances, wear upon my person the regalia of my office and the 
insignia of the order. I furthermore swear, that I will at all times, 
and under all circumstances, wear on my person a wea^pn of death. 
1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will at all times, and imder 
all circumstances, keep in ray house at least one gun, with a full 
supply of ammunition. I furthermore promise and swear, that I will 
at all times, and under all circumstances, when I see the sign of dis- 
tress given, rush to the assi-stance of the person giving it, even wlien 
there is a greater probability of saving his life than of losing my 
own. I furthermore promise and swear, that I will, to the utmost of 
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my pf. wor, oppoHo tho lawa of the so-ctvllod Kansfis logislahirc. I 
fvirth(j; nior(i proniiHO and swear, that wlieii I hoar the words of danger 
given, I will repair to the phice where the danger is. I fnrthcrnioro 
proini.se and swear, that if any part of my obligation is at this time 
omitted, I will consider the same as binding when legally informed of 
it. 1 furtiiermore promise and swear, that, at the first convenient 
opportnnity, J will commit this obligation to memory. To all of this 
1 solemnly swear, without et]uivocation or self-evasion, binding my- 
self under the penalty of being declared a perjuror before Heaven and 
p. traitor to my country.' 

" I then remarked to Col. Lane, that that was a very serious obliga- 
tion. He re])lied it was ; and also stated that it was necessary for me 
to become acquainted with the signs and pass-words. The sign of 
recognition is given by placing the right thumb under the chin, and 
the ibre-finger of the right hand by the side of the nose, quietly 
Bcratching or rubbing it two or three times. The answer to it was 
given oy placing the thumb and fore-finger of the left hand on the 
lower lip, as if rubbing it. The grip was given by locking the 
two first fingers of the right hand over each other. The words ac- 
companying the grij) are these : The one giving you the grip would 
ask : • Are you in favor of Kansas becoming a free State ? ' The 
answer was : 'I am, if Missouri is willing.' The means by which, 
persons procured admission into the council was, by going to the door 
tho sentinel would then present himself The person applying would 
say 'Kansas,' accenting the last syllable. The person would then 
advance to the centi-c of the room and salute the colonel, by placing 
his right hand just above his forehead. The regalia was this : The 
private members wore a black ribbon tied upon their shirt-bosoms ; the 
colonel wore a red sash : the lieutenant-colonel a green sash ; the 
major a blue sash ; the captains white sashes ; the lieutenants yellow 
saslios ; the orderly sergeant a very broad black ribbon upon the shirt- 
bosom. Col. Lane then remarked to me that I had been made ac- 
quainted with the principles of the institution, and that it was the 
determination of the free-State party not to submit to the laws of the 
legislature, or to any opposition that might come from Missouri or any 
other quarter. T remarked to the Colonel that 1' was sworn to sup- 
port those laws in taking my oath as a lawyer, and that I considered 
that that oath was administered by a higher power than he exercised, 
and hence I should not keep the obligation he bad given to me ; and 
UDdcr no circumstances would I do anything to subvert the institu- 
tions of the country, or place myself in opposition to the laws ; and 
he might depend upon it, I would expose it the first convenient oppor- 
tunity. I also told him I could not consistently keep both obligation* 
that had been imposed upon me ; that I w^as also a member r-nd min- 
ister of a religious denomination, and that it would not be consistent 
with my Christian duties to keep the obligation he had imposed on 
me ; that I should most certainly, when the subject came up, expose 
it. He stated then to me, that if that was my determination, and I 
did express myself so publicly, I would hardly get away from the city 
with my life. I replied to him that I would express myself so under 
all circumstaacea, both in public and private." 
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It now ])Qm^ mmt fully shown, as tho iiii(loTKi}j;iiccI LoUeveB, that 
tin; anti-slavery ])arly formed secrot political orgiuii/iatloiis of fi rnili- 
tnry character to rcsiHt, with forco of arms, tho execution of tho laws 
od' tho Tcrrilr ry, and to dol'und thoniselvcH against atjy elfort wliicli 
nii{2;ht ho nuido by ofTioors to cMiforoo ohcdionoo to the laws and au- 
thorities of the ' territory ; after preparin*;; tlie minds of the peo]»le 
to embark in any measures, however reckless and desperate in their 
nature and characters, tho j)rimary objects of t}.>ese seditions, secret 
Mssociiitions were boldly developed at a convention held by the anti- 
slavery |)arty at Big Sprin<jj8 on the 5tli and Gtli days of ISe])temher, 
1855. i'ut, belbre ])roceeding further in relation to this convention, 
the undersigned deems it proper to remark, that after tlu; k'gis?- 
lutive election in March, 1855, Governor Keeder issued bis })rochi- 
mation, convening the legislature at Pawnee city, upon the exi)reKS 
undersUmding that if tliere were not sufficient accommodations 
there for the members and officers of the legishiture^ they could, 
strictly in accordance Avith the provisions of the organic act, adjourn 
to any other point in the Territory, and if they did so he would co- 
o^jer ate with them. In proof of this, reference is made to the testi- 
mony of the Rev. Thomas Johnson, a member of the council. The — 
legislature consequently met at Pawnee city. They remained there 
but a short time, as they found no accommodations for the members 
ai\d officers of the legislature, the great majority of them having to 
damp out and cook tb.eir own provisions, tliere not being boarding- 
houses in the place sufficient to receive and accommodate them. The 
diolera also broke out there, and. several deaths occurred in conse- 
quence. The legislature then adopted a resolution adjourning to 
Shawnee Mission. It is evident that Pawnee city was not a suitable 
place for the convening of the legislature, because of tlie absence of all 
accommodations for members_, as well as being 145 miles from the 
Missouri river, vrhence they derived chiefly their supplies for subsist- 
ence. The house in which they Avere convened had neither doors nor 
windows, and but a temporary floor. 

While in session, however, at Pawnee, the governor recognised them 
as a legally constitulcd legislative body, as will be more fully showc 
Dy reference to his message to that body ; but, after they removed U 
Shawnee Mission, he vetoed all the bills they passed, of every de 
scription, upon the ground that they were sitting then at a place not 
authorized hy law — tho only ground alleged. 

Meanwhile, " The governor, instead of exercising constant vigilance, 
and putting forth all his energies to prevent or counteract the tenden- 
des to illegality which are prone to exist in all imperfectly organized 
and newly associated communitiTiss, allowed his attention to be divert- 
ed from his official obligations by otlicr interests, and himself set the 
example of a viohitiou of law in the performance of acts which [as it 
seems] rendered it the duty of the President of the United States, in 
the sequel, to remove him from the office of chief executive magistrate 
of the Territory." 

The undersigned, in proof of the want of accommodations at Pawnee 
caty, refers to the testimony of Kev. Thomas Johnson, member of the 
council, A. S.Johnson, Thomas Barbee, Wm. Gr. Matthias, and other 
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members of the legislature, as taken before a justice of the peace, 
and properly certified, which the undersiguod begs to have condid- 
ei*ed ft paj't of this report. 

After the removal of Gf)Vcrnor Roeder, chagrined as he evidently 
was, he ia found an active member of the 13ig {Springs convention, held 
on the 5th and Gth days of September ; at which convention, as it is 
proven by the testimony of Marcus J. Parrott, a free-State man, and 
a member of the free-State legislature, taken before your com- 
mittee, the following resolutions, drawn up in the hand-writing of 
Gov. Keedor, were adoj.)ted. They are taken by the undersigned Irom 
a certiKed copy of the proceedings of said convention, in evidence be- 
fore your committee, and are as follows : 

"Itesolved, That wc owe no allegiance or obedience to the tyran- 
nical enactments of this spurious legislature ; that their laws have no 
validity or binding force upon the people of Kansas, and that every 
freeman amongst us is at full liberty, consistently with all his obliga- 
tions as a citizen and a man, to defy and- resist them, if he chooses to 
do so. 

*'Besolved, That we will resist them, primarily, by every peaceable 

— and legal means within our ])ower, until we can elect our own repre- 
sentatives, and sweep them from the statute-book ; and that, a,8 the 
majority of the supreme court have so far forgotten their official duty, 
have so far cast off the honor of the lawyer and the dignity of the 
judge, as to enter, clothed Avith the judicial ermine, into a partisan 
contest, and by an extrajudicial decision, given opinions in violation 
of all propriety, have prejudged our case before we could be heard, 
and have pledged themselves to these outlaws in advance to decide in 
their favor, we will, therefore, take measures to carry the question of 
the validity of these laws to a higher tribunal, where judges are un- 
pledged and dispassionate, where the law will be administered in its 
purity, and where v/e can at least have the hearing before the deci- 
sion. 

Resolved, That we cannot and will not quietly submit to surrender 
our great ' American birthright ' — the elective franchise — which, firsi 

- by violence, and then by chicanery, artifice, weak and wicked legisla- 
tion, they have so elTectually accomplished to deprive us of, and that 
we with scorn repudiate the ' election law,' so-called, and will not 
meet with them on the day they have appointed for the election, but 
will ourselves fix upon a day for tho purpose of electing a delegate to 
Congress. 

"■Mesolvc.d, That we will endure and submit to these laws no longer 
than the best interests, of the Territory require, as the least of two 
evils, and will resist them to a bloody issue, as soon as we ascertain 
that peaceful remedies shall fail and forcible resistance shall furnish 
any reasonable prospect of success ; and that, in the mean time, we 
recommend to our friends throughout the Territory the organization 
and discipline of volunteer companies, and the yirocureraent and pre- 
paration of arms." 

And, finally, as the natural result of the foregoing proceedings of 
the free-soil party in the Territory, the laws were violated, their ex- 
ecution openly resisted by them, till at length came the difficulties at 
ijawrcnce, in the fall of 1855, and after the Big Springs convention * 

7 
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in regard to wliich, as tlio most reliable testimony taken by your 
committee, tlic im(.lersif.^neil be<<8 to refer to the evidence of Governor 
Wilson {Shannon, whieli is us follows: "That, as to the origin, pro- 
gress, and conclusion of the difficulties at Lawrence last fall, (1855,) 
ho begs leave to refer to his two despatches to the President of the 
United States, with the accompanying documents — the first dated on 
the 28th day of November, and the second on the 11th day of Decem- 
ber, 1855 — as containing what deponent believes to bo a correct history 
and account of those transactions." 

The following are the despatches and documents referred to by the 
witness : 

KxEOUTivB Office, Siiawnbe MisstoN, 

Kansas Territory^ November 28, 1855. 

Sir: Affairs in tliis Territory are daily assuming a shape of real 
danger to the peaco ami good order of society. I am well satisfied 
that there exists in this Territory a secret military organization which 
bus for its object, among other things, resistance to the laws by force. 

Until within a few days past I liave looked upon the threats of 
leading men and public papers who l.iave placed themselves in an atti- 
tudeof resistance to the laws, as not intended by those who made them 
to be carried into executioa. I am now satisfied of the existence of this 
secret military organization, and that those engaged in it have been 
secretly supplied with arms and munitions of war, and that it is the 
object and jjurposo of this organization to resist the laws by force. 
The strength of this organization is variously estimated at from one 
to two thousand, but I have no gatisfa,ctory data from which to esti- 
mate its real strength, and I do not believe they can command for any 
given purpose more than one thousand men. They are said to be well 
supplied witli Sharpe's ritles and revolvers, and that they are bound 
by an oath to assist and aid each other in the resistance of the laws 
when called upon so to do. Independent of the disclosures made by those • 
who formerly belonged to this association and the hints thrown out in 
some of the public journals in their interest, the most practical proof of 
the truth of these allegations consists in their own acts. A few days 
since a difficulty took place in Douglas county, some ten miles south of 
Lawrence, between one of these men and a man by the name of Cole- 
man, from Virginia, in relation to a claim ; in which the former was shot 
and died immediately. Coleman was taken into custody for trial, by 
the sheriff of tliat county, and to avtiid all ground of objection as to 
legal anthority, Judge Lecompte was vrritten to and requested to at- 
tend at the county seat (it being in h\n judicial district) and sit as an 
examining court. In the mean time a large body of armed men, said 
to be from three to four hundred, collected at and near Lawrence for 
the avowed purpose of rescuing Coleman from the sheriff and exeouting 
him without a trial. Coleman claims that he shot the man strictly in 
self-defence, and is willing to abide a judicial investigation and trial. 
On Monday last a warrant was issued against one of this band of men 
for threatening the life of one of his neighbors, and placed, in tlie 
hands of the sheriff of the county for execution, who, with a posse of 
Bome ten men, arrested him on Tuesday night, and as he was convey- 
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ing the prisoner to Leoompton, ho was mot about two o'clock in the 
morning hy a band ot'thofio men, conisisting of between forty and fifty, 
rtU armed with Sharpo's rifles and revolvers, who forcibly rescued the 
prisoner out of \m hands, and o})enly proclaimed that there were no 
ofKcers or law in this Territory. In the settlement in which these 
transactions took place there were from sixteen to twenty law and 
order i'amilies, and about one hundred free-soil families. At the last 
advices three of the houses of the former had been burnt down by this 
armed band. 

Cattle had been killed, and a considerable amount of corn and other 
personal property destroyed, and the whole law and order population 
of that neighborhood, induced by terror, had fled, except two families, 
whoso lives were threatened. Helpless women and children have been 
forced by fear and threats to flee from their homes, and seek shelter 
and protection in the State of Missouri, Measures were being tiifcisn 
by the legal authorities to procure warrants against these lawless rnen, 
and liave them arrested and legally tried. Under these circumstaiices 
tlie sheriff of the county has called on me for three thousand men to 
aid him in the execution of the warrants in his hands, and to protect 

— him and his prisoner ft ora the violence of this armed force. The force 
required by the sheriff* is far beyond what I believe to be necessary, 
and indeed far beyond what could be raised in this Territory. From 
five to eight hundred men will be amply sufficient, 1 have no doubt, 
to protect the sheriff, and enable him to execute the legal process in 
fiis hands. With the view of giving to the sheriff the requisite aid, 
I have issued orders to Major General Eichardson, of the northern 
division of militia of this Territory — a prudent and discreet man — a 
c^j of which I send you herewith. 1 also send you a copy of a 
request X have made of General Strickler, who resides in the adjoin- 
ing county to Douglas. These are the only orders I have thought it 
necessary to issue, by means of which I believe a sufficient force will 
be raised to protect the sheriff, and enable him to execute the legal 
process in his hands. 

The time has come when this armed band of men, who are seeking 

- to subvert and render powerless the existing government, have to be 
met and the laws enforced against them, or submit to their lawless 
dominion. If the lives and property of unoiEfending citizens of tiiis 
Territory cannot be protected by law, there is an eiid to practical gov- 
ernment, and it becomes a useless formality. 

The excitement along the border of Missouri is running wild, and 
nothing but the enforcement of the laws against these men will, allay 
. ^^^^^ disclosure of the exi-nsp-nce and purposes of this secret 
military organization in tliis Territory, Uhere has been much excite- 
ment along the borders of Missouri, but it has been held in check, 
heretofore, by assurances that the laws of the Territory would be en- 
torced, and that protection would be given to the citizens against all 
nnlawful acts of this accociation. This feeling and intense excite- 
ment can still be held in subordination if the laws are faithfully ex- 
ecuted ; otherwise there is no power here that can control this border 
excitement, and civil war is inevitable. This military organization is 
looked upon as hostile to all southern men. or rather to the law and 
H. Rep. 200 7 
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order party of tlio Territory, many of v^liom have relations and friends, 
and all have synipatliizcrs, in Missouri, and the moment it in holiovod 
tliat the la\v« will not furniah adequate protection to this class of citi- 
zens against the lawless acts of this armed association, a force will 
ho precipitated across tlio line to redress real and sni)posed wrongs 
inflicted on friends that cannot he controlled, or for the moment 
resisted. It is in vain to conceal the fact : we are standing on a 
volcano, the upheavings and agitations heneabh we feel, and no one 
can tell the honr wlien an eruption may take place. Under existing 
circumstances the importance of sustaining the sheriff of Boiiglas 
county, and enabling him to executcJiis process, independent of other 
considerations connected with the peace and good order of society, will 
strike you at once ; and to do this hy the aid and assistance of tlie 
citizens of this Territory is the great object to bo accomplished, to 
avoid the dreadfwl evils of civil war. I believe this can he done ; in 
this, however, I may he mistaken. No efl:brts shall be wanting on 
my part to preserve good order in the Territory, and I v^rill keep you 
constantly advised of the progress and state of things here. 

I have the honor to he, your obedient servant, 

WILSON SHANNON. 

His Excellency Fbankijit Pierce. 



Headquarters, Shawnee Mission, 

Kansas Territory, November 27, 1855. 

Sir : Eeliable information has reached me that an armed military 
force is now in Lawrence and that vicinity, in open rebellion against 
the laws of this Territory, and that they have determined that no pro- 
cess in the hands of the sheriff of that county shall be executed. I 
have received a letter from S. J. Jones^ sheriff of Douglas county, 
informing me that he had arrested a man under a warrant plaoed-in 
his hands, and while conveying him to Lecompton he was met hy an 
armed force of some forty men, and that the prisoner was taken out 
of his custody, and open defiance bid to the law. I am also duly 
advised that an armed band of men have burnt a number of houses, 
destroyed personal property, and turned whole families out of doors 
in Douglas county. Warrants w^ill be issued against those men, and 
placed in the hands of the sheriff of Douglas county for execution. 
He has written to me, demanding three thousand men to aid him in 
the execution of the process of the law and the preservation of peace. 

You are, therefore, hereby ordered to collect together as large a 
force a.? you can in your division, and repair without delay to Lecomp- 
ton, and report yourself to S. J. Jones, the slieriff of Douglas county, 
together with the number of your forces, and render to him all the 
aid and assistance in your power, if required in the execution of any 
legal jjrocess in his hands. The forces under your command are to 
be used for the sole purpose of aiding the sheriff in executing the 
law, and for no other purpose. 

I have the honor to be^ vour obedient servant, 

WILSON SHANNON 

Mai or General William P. Eiciiardson 
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HbADQUARTKUS, SllAWNEK MISSION, 

Kansas Territory^ November 27, 1855. 
Stu: I am this moment advised, by letter from S. J. Jones, sheriff 
of Doughis county, that while conveying a prisoner to Leconipton, 
whom lie has arrested by virtue of a peace wurfiTnt, lie was met by a 
band of armed men, who took said prisoner forcibly out of his posses- 
sion, and bid defiance to the execution of all law in this Territory. 
Ho has demanded of me tlircc thousand men to aid him in the execu- 
tion of the legal process in his hands. As the southern division of 
the militia of this Territory is not organized, I can only request you 
to collect topjether as large a force as you can, and at as early a day 
as practicable report yourself, with the forces you may raise, to S. J. 
Jones, sherifl: of Douglas county, and to give him every assistance in 
your power, in the execution of the legal process in his hands. 
Whatevev forces you may bring to hiis aid arc to bo used for the sole 
purpose of aiding the said sheriff in the execution of the law, and no 
other. It is expected that every good citizen will aid and assist the 
lawful authorities in the execution of the laws of the Territory and 
the preservation of good order. 

Your obedient servant, 

WILSON SHANNON. 

General H. J. Sxrickleb. 



EiLSCuTrvu Office, Shawnee Mission, 

Kansas Tei-ritory, December 11, 1855. 

Sir : In my desp?tch to you- of the 28tli ultimo, I advised you of the 
threatened difficulties in relation to the execution of the laws of this 
Territory in Douglas county. The excitement which then existed con- 
tinued to increase, owing to the aggravated reports from Lawrence 
and that vicinity in relation to the military preparations that were 
being made to attack the sheriff and resist the execution of the lawsL 
The excitement increased and spread, not only throughout this whole 
Territory, but was worked up to the utm-Dst point of intensity in the 
whole of the upper portion of Missouri. Armed men were seen rush- 
ing from all quarters towards Lawrence, some to defend the place, 
and others to demolish it. The orders I had issued to Major Gen- 
eral Kichardson and General Strickler had brought to the sheriff of 
Douglas county a very inadequate force for his protection, when com- 
pared with the forces in the town of Lawrence. Indeed, the militia of 
tlie Territory being wholly unorganized, no forces could be obtained 
except those who voluntarily tend^ered their aid to the sheriff, or to 
Grcnerals Richardson and Strickler, The whole force in the Territory 
Uius obtained did not amount to more than three or four hundred 
Wen, badly armed, and wholly unprepared to resist the forces in Law- 
rence, which amounted, at that time, to some six hundred men ; all 
remarkably well armed with Sharpe's rifles and other weapons. These 
tacts becoming known across the line, in the State of Missouri, large 
numbers oi' men from that State, iji irregular bodies, rushed to the 
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county of Douglas, niul many of them enrolled themselvefii in tlie 
sheriff's pospe. In this state of affairs, I saw no "vvay of avoiding a 
deadly conflict hut to obtain the use of the United States forces at 
Fort Leavenworth, and with tliat view I addressed you a telographiti 
despatch, and received on tlie 5th instant your very prompt and satis- 
factory reply of the 4th instant, a copy of which I immediately trans- 
mitted, by special despatch, to Colonel Sumner, with the request tliat 
ho would accompany me with his command to the scene of difficulty. 
In reply, I was informed he would immediately do ro, having no 
doubt that in due time proper instructions would be received from the 
War Department. Information, however, which I received from both 
parties, convinced me that my presence was necessary to avoid a con- 
flict, and without waiting for Colonel Sumner, I repaired to the seat 
of threatened hostilities, at the same time advising Colonel Sumner, 
by special despatch, of this movement. On my way to Lawrence, I 
met a despatch from Colonel Sumner, informing me that, upon reflec- 
tion, he had changed his determination, and that he would not march 
with his command until he had received orders from the proper de- 
partment, but that he would be ready to move with his command tire 
moment such orders came to hand. I proceeded as rapidly as possible - 
to the camp of General Stricliler, on the Wakarusa, six miles east of 
Lawrence, and arrived in camp about three o'clock on the morning of 
the sixth instant. I found that General Strickler, as well as General 
Eichardson, had very judiciously adopted the policy of incorporating 
into their respective commands all the irregular forces that had 
arrived. This was done with the view of subjecting them to military 
orders and discipline, and to prevent any unlawful acts or outbreaks;. 
The great danger to be apprehended was from an unauthorized attack 
on the town of Lawrence, which was being strongly fortified, and had 
about one thousand and fifty men, well armed, to defend it, with two 
pieces of artillery, while, on the other side, there was probably in all 
near two thousand men, many of them indifferently armed, but having ' 
a strong park of artillery, I found in the camp at Wakarusa a deep 
and settled feeling of hostility against the opposing forces in Lawrence, 
and apparently a fixed determination to attack that place and demolish - 
it and the presses, and take possession of their arms. It seemed to be 
a universal opinion in the camp that there was no safety to the law 
and order party in the Territory while the other party were permitted 
to retain their Sharpens rifles, an instrument used only for war purposes. 
After mingling with all the leading men in the Wakarusa camp, and . 
urging on them the importance of avoiding a conflict of arms, tliat 
such a step would probably light the torch of civil war and endanger 
the very Union itself, I still found that there was a strong desire with 
all, and a fixed determination with many, to compel the forces in 
Lawrence to give up their arms. Believing that such a demand 
would lead to a conflict which, if once commenced, no one could tell 
where it would end, and seeing no way to avoid it except by the aid 
of the United States forces, I again wrote another communication to 
Colonel. Sumner, and sent it to him by special despatch about three 
o'clock on the morning of the Tth instant, requesting his presence ; 
a copy of which I send you herewith, marked E. I received no reply 
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until my return to this place, after tho diflionlty had been arranged. 
I send you a coi)y oC this reply, marked F. Early on the morning 
of tho 7th instant I repaired to the camp at Lawrence, and found 
them busily engaged in their fortifications and in drilling their 
forces, and had a full and satisfactory interview with the committee 
appointed by the forces in Lawrence, in relation to the impending 
difiiculties. So far as the execution of the laws wa^ concerned, we 
had no diOiculty in coming to a satisfactory understanding. ^ It was 
at once agreed that the laws of the Territory should have their regu- 
lar course, and that those who disputed their validity should, if they 
desired to do so, teat that queetion in the judicial tribunals of the 
country; that, in the moan time, no resistance should be made to their 
due execution, and the citizens of Lawrence and vicinity were, when 
properly celled on, to aid in. the arrest of any one charged with their 
violation, and aid and assist in the preservation of the peace and good 
order of society; while, on my part, I gave them every assurance in my 
power that they should be protected in all their rights and defended 
atrainst any unlawful aggressions. It is proper I should say, that 
they claimed that a large majority of them had always held and mcul- 
cated the same views. The assurances I received entirely satisfied me 
that no one against whom a writ had issued was then in Lawrence; 
that they had all fled, and that they were harboring, concealing, or 
defending no one against whom a writ had been issued, and that here- 
after there would be no combined effort made to prevent the service of 
any process in the county of Douglas. This was entirely satisfactory, 
and all that had been desired. But to satisfy the forces that sur- 
rounded Lawrence, so that' they could be induced to retire in order, was 
the great difficulty to be overcome. To issue an order to the sheriff 
to disband his posse, and to Generals Richardson and Strichler to dis- 
band their forces, would have been to let loose this large body of men, 
who would have been left without control to follow the impulse of 
their feelings, which evidently was to attack and disarm the people 
of Lawrence. Early on the morning of the 8th, through the influ- 
ence of some leading men, I procured tliirteen of the leading captains 
in the Wakarnsa camp to be appointed a committee to confer with a 
committee from the Lawrence camp, to meet at Franklin, midway 
between the two hostile forces. I proceeded .to the Lawrence camp, 
and returned to Franklin in the evening, with the committee, where 
the proposed interview took place. This interview, which lasted for 
some time, resulted in producing a better state of feeling, and the 
committee from the Wakarnsa camp were satisfied to retire without 
doing anything more, and so reported to the army. This^ with the 
active exertions of myself and others, prod'aced a better feeling amon^ 
the men, and by daylight on the morning of the 9th, I felt I could 
with safety order the forces to disband, and accordingly did so. 
They retired in order, and refrained from any act of violence, but it 
was evident there was a silent dissatisfaction at the course I had 
taken. But 1 fielt conscious I was right, and that' «iy. ecu v&e w.oiild 
be sanctioned alike by the dictates of humanity. aca.soand policy." ,1 
returned to Lawrence on the 9th, and remained until the morning of 
the 10th, when, everything being quiet and safe, J. rtitutned to this 
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place. Evorytliing i« quiot now; but it is my duty to my to you, 
frankly, that I havo foreboflinj^s as to the future. The militia or 
volunteer corps cannot he relied on to preserve the peace in these civil 
party contests, or where partisans are concerned. A call on the 
militia will generally only brinf:^ in conflicfc the two parties. I am 
satisfied that the only forces that can be used in this Territory in en- 
forcing the laws, or preserving the peace, are those of the United 
States, and with this view I would suggest that the executive of this 
Territory bo authorized to call on the forces of the United States wher*, 
in his judgment, the public peace and tranquillity, or the execution 
of the laws, may require their assistance. Should there be an out- 
break, it will most probably be sudden, and before orders can be ob- 
tained from Washington the crisis will have passed. I send you 
herewith the copies of various affidavits, letters, &c., which will give 
you some information in detail touching the subject-matter of this 
despatch. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WILSON SHANNON. 

His Excellency Franklin Pierce. 



United States of x\merica, ) 
Territory of Kansas. \ ' 

Be it rem'embered, that on this sixth day of December, in the year 
A. D. 1855, personally appeared before me, J. M. Burrell, one of thfe 
associate justices of the supreme court of the said Territory of Kansas, 
Harrison Buckley, of lawful age, who being by me duly sworn, saith 
that he is a citizen of the comity of Douglas, and has resided therein 
since 30th day of March last, and has resided during all that time at 
Hickory Grove ; that he was informed on good authority, and which 
he believed to be true, that Jacob Branson had threatened his life, 
both before and after the difficulty between Coleman and Dow^ which 
led to the death of the latter. I understood that Branson swore that 
deponent should not breathe the pure air three minutes after I ro- 
turned, this deponent at this time having gone down to Westport, in 
Missouri ; that it was these threats, made in various shapes, that made 
this deponent really fear his life, and which induced him to make 
affidavit against the said Branson, and procure a peace warrant to 
issue, and be placed in the hands of the sheriff of Douglas county ; 
that this deponent was with the said sheriff (S. J. Jones) at the time 
the said Branson was arrested, which took place about two or three 
o'clock in the morning ; that Branson v/as in bed when he was arrested 
by said sheriff ; that no pistol or otiier weapon was presented at the 
said Branson by any one ; that after the arrest, and after the company 
with the sheriff had proceeded about five miles in the direction of 
Lecompton, the county seat of Douglas county, the said sheriff and his 
posse were set upon by about between thirty and forty men, who came 
jo.utrfrop^ -behind ta.'hgnse, all armed with Sharpe's rifles, and presented 
iheier.giups} .CQclj:edv,9!'nd called out who they were ; and said Branson 
replied that they h^d got him a prisoner ; and these armed men called 
b)i Ki*m to (jojAe away. Branson then went over on their side, and 
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fihorTff Jones said they woro doing something thoy wouhl regret hore- 
ftfftor in resisting the htws ; that he was shorilt of Dou^his (jounty, and. 
as such, had arrested Branson. These armed men rephed that they h,ad 
no laws, no sheriff, and no governor, and that they know no laws but their 
guns. The sheriff, being overpowered, said to these men, that if thoy 
toolv him by force of arms he had no more to say, or something to tliat 
import, and then we rode off. This deponent further states that there 
hftvo been three houses burned in the Hickory Point settlement ; one 
was this deponent's house, another belonged to Josiah Hargis, and the 
Uiird to said Coleman. AH I had in the world was burned up, leaving 
my wife and children without clotliing. Thia deponent's wife and, 
four children fled to Missouri, where they still remain with their rela- 
tives. The house of deponent was burned down, as it is said, shortly 
before daylight in the morning. The wives and children of both Cole- 
man and Hargis also fled to Missouri, where they still remain. There 
were about fifteen or sixteen law-abiding families in the settlement 
called the Hickory Grove settlement about the time these difficulties 
sprung up ; they have all been forced by terror and threats of these 
armed men to flee with their wives and children to the State of Mis- 
souri for protection, ft:nd still remain there. These armed men have 
repeatedly in my presence said that they would resist the law by force, 
»ud there wa^s no law in this Territory. These threats have been re- 
j^eatedly made by these men for the last three months. And further 
this deponent saith not. 

H. H. BUCKLEY. 

Sworn and subscribed the day and year above stated, before me. 

J. M. BURRELIr, 
Associate Justice Supreme Court, Kansas Territory. 



United States op America, ) 
Territory of Kansas. \ 

Be it remembered, that on this 7th day of December, A. D. 1855, 
personally came before me, S. G. Cato, one of the associate justices of 
the supreme court of the Territory of Kansas, Josiah Hargis, of law- 
ful age who being by me duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on or 
about the 26th day of November, 1855, in Douglas county, sheriff 
Jones called upon me, with nine others, to act as a posse to arrest one 
•Jacob Branson, under a peace warrant issued by Hugh Cameron, a 
justice ot the peace ; that he proceeded with said sheriff to Hickory 
1 oint, in said county, and there arrested said Branson, with whom 
Qiey proceeded in the direction of Lawrence. When near a house on 
tJie VN akarusa an armed mob of persons, amounting to between thirty 
and lorty, rushed from behind said houso, and by force did rescue said 
liranson out of the hands of said sheriff and posse, and in defiance of 
<A said shenft s command, tako said Branson and refuse to deliver 
him to said sheriff. That the said sheriff told the said mob that he 
neid said Branson under a peace warrant properly issued by a legally 
authorized oflicer ; and that he was sheriff of said county of Douglas, 
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and cluirged with the execution of said writ. Tlio leader of said mob 
replied to said officer that they knew him as Mr. Jones, hut not m 
sheriff of Douglas coanty. Ho then told tliem that he would call out 
the militia to enforce the law. Their reply was that he could not got 
men to enforce said law. He told them then that he would call on the 
governor for assistance ; to which the saul moh replied that they had 
no laws and no officers, and to pitch in. Said mob stood with their 
guns cocked and presented at the time of said rescue. 

This deponent further saith, one H. H. Buckley, of said county of 
Douglas, was with said sheriff at the time of said rescue, as one of 
said sheriff's posse ; that during the same night on which said rescue 
was made, said affiant saw a light in the direction of said Buckley's 
house, and that ho fully believes said house was at that time burned. 
That he believes, from circumstances within his knowledge, that said 
house, together with his own, was burned by persons concerned with 
said mob ; and that he has reason to believe that some of said houses 
were fired by said Branson aforesaid, assisted by a German, commonly 
called Dutch Charley ; and they were counselled and advised thereto 
by one Farley. This affiant further says, that at the time of the res- 
cue of said prisoner he was at a house near Hickory Point, and that be 
there saw three women, who told him that there had beerfan armed 
force that day who notified them to leave, and all other pro-slavery 
families in the neighborhood ; and since, said families have left said 
neighborhood and fled to the State of Missouri. Said affiant says 
that he believes there were at that time in said neighborhood about 
fifteen pro-slavery families, nearly all of whom have fled, as aforesaid, 
to the State of Missouri, for protection. Said armed force was repre- 
sented to consi'st of from one hundred to one hundred and fifty armed 
men. - " 

S. N. HAKGI9. 

Sworn and subsciibed before me. S. G. CATO, - 

Associate Justice of Kansas Territory, 

In relation to events which have transpired since the apppointment _ 
of your committee, the majority of your committee use this languages 
" Your committee did not deem it within their power or duty to take 
testimony as to events v/hieh have transpired since the date* of their 
appointment." The undersigned begs to say, that the majority of 
your committee did, however, take testimony as to events which 
*' transpired since the date of their appointment." They admitted to 
record the testimony of Pardee Butler, as to his being tarred and 
cottoned at Atchison, and that of others touching other events, all 
happening after the date of their arrival in Kansas Territory, and 
consequently after that of their appointment. Having admitted te»- 
timony as to some events of the kind, it was but justice to all parties 
that counter testimony, relating to those as well as other events of the 
same kind, should be admitted. And thus the undersigned thought, 
when the counsel of General Whitfield sought to introduce evidence 
8s to the Pottawatomie Creek murders, and other outrages. Having 
established a precedent, it was inconsistent for the majority of your 
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committee to refuse to take such tostimony upon the ground that they 
had no " power," and that it was not their duty" to inveatifijate oc- 
currences that "transpired since the date of their appointment." 
They exercised such a "power," and in part fulfilled such a " duty," 
when they took testimony prejudicial to the pro-slavery party ; but 
when testimony unfavorable to the free-State party was sought to be 
introduced, it was then^ and not till then, that the majority of your 
committee concluded that it was not within " their power or duty to 
take testimony as to events which transpired since the date of their 
appointment." But the majority of your committee extricated 
themselves from the dilemma in which they had, in this regard, 
placed themselves, by^ expunging testimony favorable to the free- 
State pjirty side— testimony already received in relation to alleged 
violence shoM'n to Pardee Butler and others, so that they could 
consistently refuse to admit testimony as to outrages committed 
by tlie free-State people, which in savage barbarity and demoniac 
cruelty have scarcely an equal in the history of civilized man. But, 
notwithstanding that the majority deemed it without their "power 
or duty" to investigate matters occurring since the time of their ap- 
pointment, they have reported, and in their report dwelt with much 
warmth of expression upon, events which they admit "transpired 
since the date of their appointment" — events for which they do not 
claim to have a shadow of authority for their truth except vague 
rumor, and for which in fact there is none as yet shown ; and the tes- 
timony in regard to at least one of which events they had expunged 
from" the record, to wit, the tarring and cottoning of Pardee Butler. 
The undersigned is of the opinion, that if the majority of your com- 
mittee are justified in reporting and dwelling upon ' occurrences for 
the truth of which they offer no proof, he is equally, if not much more 
strongly justified, in reporting and dwelling upon occurrences for tlie 
proof of which he has sworn testimony. The majority of your com- 
mittee having presented, in their report, scarcely anything but what 
is favorable to the abolition party in Kansas and prejudicial to the law 
and order party, the undersigned deems it a duty, no less to the House 
than to the country and the cause of truth, to give some facts on the 
other side favorable to the other party in Kansas, so that in present- 
ing both sides, the world may have a fair chance to get at the truth, 
and arrive at a just conclusion. The minority of your committee (the 
majority having alluded, in their report, to events as to which they 
refused to take testimony) has fortunately been furnished with sworn 
testimony to which he desires to refer, and which he considers im- 
portant to lay before the House and the public. First in order of 
time are the murders committed on the night of the 24th of May, 1856, 
on Pottawatomie creek. In this massacre, it is known that five per- 
sons were killed in one night, viz : Allen Wilkinson, William Sher- 
man; Vv'illiam P. Doyle, father, and William and Drury Doyle, sons. 
The undersigned begs leave to refer to various affidavits which he ap- 
pends to and makes a part of his report. 

Allen Wilkinson was a member of the Kansas legislature — a quiet, 
inofTensive man. His widow, Louisa Jane Wilkinson, testifies, that 
on the night of the 24th of May last, between the hours of midnight 
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and day-break, she thinks, a party of men camo to tlie house where 
they wore reHiding and forcibly carried her husband away ; tluxfc they 
took him in tlio name of the '* Nortliern Army," and that next morii- 
ing ho wa8 found about 160 yards from, tlio houae, dead. Mrs. Wilk- 
iuHon was very ill at the time with measles. Hero follows an extract 
from her affidavit: "I begged them to let Mr. Wilkinson stay with 
me, saying that I was sick and helpless, and could not stay by myself. 
My husband also asked tliem to let him stay witli mo until ho could 
get some one to wait on me ; told them that he would not run olf, but 
would bo there the next day, or whenever called for ; the old man who 
seemed to be in command looked at me, and then around at the child- 
ren, and replied, ' you have neighbors.' I said, ' so I have, but 
they are not here, and I cannot go for them,' The old man replied, 
* it matters not,' and told him to get ready. My husband wanted 
to put on his boots, and get ready, so as to be protected from the damp 
and night air, but they would not let liim. Tiiey then took my hus- 
band away. * * * After they were gone I thought I heard my 
husband's voice in complaint. * * Next morning Mr. Wilkinson's 
body was found about ISO yards from the house, in some dead brush. 
A lady, who saw my husband's body, said that there was a gash in 
his head and his side. Others said that he was cut in the throSit tv/ice. ' ' 
Mr. Wilkinson was a poor man, and of course his widow was left desti- 
tute ; but, regardless of this fact, they took away some property, in- 
cluding the only horse they had. Mrs. Wilkinso-n was presented at 
Westport, Missouri, with the necessary means to go to her father's in 
Tennessee. She has two small children. Mrs. Wilkinson's descrip- 
tion of the leader of the men who murdered her husband suits Cap- 
tain John Brown, a well known character in the abolition party. She 
says that her husband was a quiet man, and was not engaged in arrest- 
ing or disturbing anybody. He took no active part in the pro-slavery 
cause, so as to aggravate the abolitionists; but he was a pro-slavery 
man. 

The circumstances attending William Sherman's assassination are 
testified to by Mr. James Harris, of Franklin county, Kansas. Mr. 
Sherman was staying over night at the house of Harris, when, on the 
night of the 24th of Ma,y, about two o'clock. Captain John Brown and 
party came therC;, and after taking some property and questioning 
Harris and others, Sherman was asked to walk out. Mr. Harris, in his 
affidavit, says : ''Old man Brown asked Mr. Sherman to go out with 
him, and Sherman then went out with Brown. T heard nothing more 
for about fifteen minutes. Two of the 'JSTorthern x\rray,' as they styled 
themselves, staid with us until we heard a cap burst, and then these two 
men left. Next morning, about ten o'clock, I found William Sher- 
man dead in the creek near my house. I was looking for him; as ho 
had not come back, I thought he had been murdered. 1 took Mr. 
William Sherman (body) out of the creek and examined it. Mrs. 
Wliiteman was with me. Sherman's skull was split open in tvro 
places, and some of his brains were washed out by the water ; a large 
hole was cut in his breast, and his left hand v/as cut off, except a little 
piece of skin on one side." 

In relation to the assassination of James P. Doyle and sons, the 
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afiidavit of Mi'fl. Malmla Doyle, tho 'widowod mother, was j)rocu?;'od. 
William Doyle, one of tho murdered, was twenty-two years of age ; 
Drury Doyle, tho other, was twenty years of age. Mrs. Doyle was 
left very poor, with four children — one of them only eight years old — 
to 8upi).irt. Mrs. Doyle testifies : *'That a party of armed men came 
to her house about 11 o'clock, she thinks, on tlio night of the 24th of 
May; they first inquired where Mr. Wilkinson lived, and then madia 
Mr. Doyle open his door, and went into the house, saying they were 
from the 'Army of the North,* and asking them to surrender." Saye 
Mrs. Doyle : ''They first took my husband out of the house, then, they 
took two of my sons — the two eldest, William and Drury — out, and 
then took my husband and the two boys away. My son John (sixteen 
years old) was spared because I asked them, in tears, to spare him. In 
a short timo afterwards I heard tlie report of pistols — two reports ; 
after which I heard moaning, as if a person was dying ; then I heard 
a wild whoop. * * * i went out next morning in search of them, 
and found my husband and William, my son, lying dead in tho road, 
near together, about two hundred yards from the house. They were 
buried the next day. On the day of the burying I saw the dead body 
of my son Drury. Fear for myself and the remaining children in- 
duced me to leave the home which we had been living at, and I went 
to the State of Missouri , ' ' 

The testimony of John Doyle goes to corroborate that of his mpther. 
Here follows an extract : "I found my father and one brother (Wil- 
liam) lying dead in the road, about two hundred yards from the house. 
I saw my other brother lying dead on the ground, about one hundred 
and fifty yards from the house, in the grass, near a ravine. His fin- 
gers were cut off ; his head was cut open ; there was a hole in his 
breast. William's head was cut open, and a hole was in his jaw, as 
though it was made by a knife, and a hole was also in his side. My 
father was shot in the forehead and stabbed in the breast. I har« 
talked often with northern men and eastern men in the Territory, and 
these men talked exactly like eastern men and northern men talk — 
that is, their language and pronunciation were similar to those of 
eastern and northern men with whom I had talked. An old man 
commanded the party; he was of dark complexion, and his face was 
slim. My father and brothers were pro-slavery men, and belojiged 
to the laiu and order party." 

There seems to be little or no doubt that a certain notorious leader 
of the free-State party (as they call themselves) in Kansas, whose 
name it is not here deemed proper to give, was at the head of the 
party engaged in this fiendish massacre. Mr. Harris testifies that 
one John Brown, one of the leaders of the free-State party, was en- 
gaged in the killing of Sherman, and it will hardly be doubted that 
they who murdered Sherman also killed the rest — all being murdered 
on the same night and in the same neighborhood. Those who were 
killed, it is testified, were pro-slavery people ; and the undersigned 
has no hesitation in saying that these ill-fated men were deprived of 
their lives, and their wives and children made widows and orphans, in 
consequence of the insurrectionary movements instigated and set on 
loot by the reckless leaders of the Topeka couvention. 
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N(?xt in Older are the outrages committed ou the property of Mor- 
ton Bonrn ami that of J. M. Bornnrd. Tlio ufRdavit of Mr. Bourn 
shows that, on tlio night of Wednesday, the 28th day of May, 185G, 
a party of abolitionists etitorod his house forcibly, threatened, to talw 
his lifo if ho did not leave the Territory immediately ; took all the 
money he had, which. thoy said they wanted to carry on the war. 
They also took guns, saddles, and horses, and then robbed his store 
of various articles. Mr. Bourn, on oath, says: "I own slaves, and 
have a ci-of) of corn and wheat growing. Have never taken any active 
part with the pro-slavery party, only voted the pro-slavery ticket, and 
was for sustaining the hrA-s. * * * These men said I must leave 
in a day or two or they would kill me, or hinted as much — said I 
would not fare well, or words to that effect. I left for fear of my li& 
asid the lives of my family. They said that the war was commenced, 
tliat they were going to light it out, and drive the pro-slavery people 
out of the Territory, or words to that amount. The men that robbed 
my house and drove me away fj'om my property were abolitionists, or 
free-sollers. * * * I believe they hated me so because I am a pro- 
slavery man, and in favor of the Territorial laws, and because I served 
on the last grand jury at Lecompton." 

J. ut the most flagrant case of robbery that occurred while your com- 
mittee were in Kansas was the plundering of Mr. Joab Bernard's store 
and premises. Mr. Bernard is quite a young man, and of highly re- 
spectable family. While prosecuting his business, he was warned that 
his life was in danger, and was compelled to leave his home for safety ; 
and during his absence his store was robbed of nearly four thousand 
dollars' worth of goods and money, and his premises of cattle and 
horses of the value of at least one thousand more. The facts of this 
case are testified to by Messrs. John Miller and Thomas S. Hamilton. 
Mr. Bernard testifies himself as to his life being threatened, and the 
amount of goods in his store and other property on the premises. 
Messrs. Miller and Hamilton corroborate his testimony^ and the un- 
dersigned makes their depositions a part of his report. St. Bernard, 
J. M. Bernard's place, is situated in Douglas county, on the Califor- 
nia and Fort Scott road, about thirty miles from Lecompton. The 
robbery took place on the 27th day of May, 1856. In his affidavit, 
Mr. Miller says : ''I was in the store with Mr. Davis. Whilst there 
a party of thirteen men came to the store on horseback, armed with 
Sharpe's rifles, revolvers, and bow^ie-knives. They inquired for Mr. 
Bernard. 1 told them that he had gone to Westport. One of them 
!..'^k[ to me, 'You are telling a God damned lie,' and drew up his 
gun at me. Some of them came into the store, and the rest remained 
outside. They called for such goods as the}'- wanted, and made Mr. 
Davis and myself hand them out, and said if we * didn't hurry' they 
would shoot us. They had their guns ready. After they had got the 
goods — they wanted principally blankets and clothing — they packed 
them upon their horses and Avent away. Mr. Joab Bernard is a pro- 
slavery man." Mr. Miller recognised one of the party as an active 
free-State man. They on the next day came back with a wagon, and 
took the remainder of the goods in the store, except about one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars' worth — including flour, sugar, coffee, bacon, 
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O-nd all kinds of provisions, as well as two fine horses, tlirco satldles, 
two bridles, and all thu money there was iu tlio store. In the conclu- 
sion of his affidavit, Mr. Miller says: " When they first caine, they 
looked up at the sijjjn, and said they would like to shoot at the name." 
The affidavits accompanying tliis report are full and explanatory, and 
Uio undersigned hogs to make them a part of liis report. Tiiey are 
sworn to heibro a justice of the peace for Jackson county, Missouri, 
and the seal of the Jackson county court is attached to tiie clerk's cer- 
tificate, as to the official character of the justice of the i)cace. The 
undersigned thinks that, in reviewing these outrages, he did not in- 
ttj)propriately characteriiie the Pottawatomie creek murders as instances 
ot' "savage hnrharity and demoniac cruelty," while the robberies of 
Bourn and Bernard are almost without parallel in the history of crime 
in this country. In this connexion, the undersigned deems it proper 
to state tliat the report so currently circulated throughout the country, 
to the effect that the lamented Wilkinson, Sherman, and tlje Doyles 
were caught in the act of hanging a free-State man, and were shot by 
a party of i'rec-soilers, is without the least foundation in truth — that it 
is entirely false. 

In conclusion, the undersigned begs to report the following facts 
and conclusions, aa he believes, established by the testimony and sanc- 
tioned by the law: ' 

First. That at the first election held in the Territory under the 
organic act, for delegate to Congress, Gen. John W. Whitfield re- 
dved a plurality of the legal votes cast, and was duly elected such, 
delegate, as stated in the majority report. 

Second. That the Territoi-ial legislature was a legally constituted 
body, and had power to >^ass valid laws, and their enactments are 
theiefore valid. 

Third. That these laws, when appealed to, have been used for the 
|)rotection of life, liberty and property, and for the maintenance of 
lav? and order in the Territory, 

Fourth. That the election under which the sitting delegate, John 
W. Whitfield, was held, was in pursuance of valid law, and should be 
regarded as a valid election. 

JFifth. That as said W^hitfield, at said election, received a large, 
number of legal votes without opposition, he was duly elected as a 
delegate to this body, and is entitled to a seat on this, floor as such. 

Sixth. That the election under which the contesting delegate, An- 
drew H. Reeder, claims his seat, was not held under any law, hut in 
ocmtemptuous disregard of all law ; and that it should only be re^ 
gria-ded as the expression of a band of malcontents and revolutionists, 
and consetiuentiy should be wholly disregarded by the House. 

Seventh. As to whether or not Androw H. Reeder received a 
greater number of votes of resident citizens on the 9th, than J. W. 
Whitfield did on the 1st of October, 1855, no testimony was taken 
by the committee, so far as the undersigned knows, nor is it material 
to the issue. 

Ail of which ia respectfully submitted. 

M. OLIVER. 



